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THE EDITOR SAYS 



I ’m pleased to say that there’s an 
absolute ton of imparted smarts, 
technique, knowledge and 
airgun-based wisdom in this 
month’s Airgun World, so make 
sure to get your studying head on, 
sit back and be prepared to 
absorb loads of useful stuff. 

Jim Tyler, our Lord of the Springs, 
weighs in with his celebrated 
Technical Airgun series, and also 
finds time to fix a bent barrel. Our 
airgun student, young Naylor Ball, 
is exploring the effect of wind on 
his pellets and his stalking 
abilities, while gamekeeper, Steve 
Newton, reveals the greatest 
lessons he’s learned over his 
many years in the countryside. 

Tim Finley is also studying 
wind-effect, in the conclusion to 
his excellent mini-series, and Dave 
Barham’s learning all the time, 
and passing it on, as he 
rediscovers his love of hunting. 
Now add the tests, features, news, 
letters and everything else we’ve 
crammed into another bumper 
edition, and I’m confident that 
you’ll come away from our 
December issue with more than 
enough to think about. You’ll also 
have plenty of valuable lessons to 
put into action in the never-ending 
quest to improve. 

As ever, please let us know what 
you think about it; I promise we 
consider every communication. 


WEED ALL ABOUT IT 

On an entirely unrelated subject; 
do you know your wild plants - 
well, do you? Up until ten years 
ago, I was rubbish at weed- 
spotting but I’m half-decent at it 
now and it’s been a terrific thing 
for me since the day I first studied 
my Observer’s Book of Wild 
Flowers. Yes, really. And no, I 
haven’t finally lost it; in fact, I think 
everyone should have a working 
knowledge of what grows on out 
there. Did you see what I did, 
then? Please yourself. 

Knowing what grows in the 
countryside can be seriously 
handy, though. At its basic level, 
you don’t want to find yourself idly 
chewing on a stem of hemlock or 
giant hogweed, because both are 
packed with toxins. In fact, there’s 
enough toxin in a shoulder-high 
hemlock plant to do a person very 
serious damage, or worse. 
Socrates, the famous Greek 
philosopher, was killed with 
hemlock poison, and as many as 
40,000 calls a year come in to our 
medical facilities due to concerns 
about wild plant toxins. So, it’s as 
well to know the score around 
such plants. To that end, we’ll be 
doing a feature on this subject 
when the lovely springtime rolls 
around once more. You can’t 
accuse this magazine of not 
looking forward. 


AND FINALLY... 

Our decision not to do a 
‘Christmas special’ every year rolls 
on. We think splatting a few sprigs 
of holly and some fake snow 
around the pages is a bit naff, but 
more importantly, it’s extremely 
annoying considering we have 
Christmas shoved down our 
throats from November onward. 
We’ve always wanted to preserve 
this magazine as a haven from 
that hype, but again, if a 
Christmas special is what our 
readers want, then that’s what 
we’ll give them. Your thoughts, 
please, via all usual channels! 
Meanwhile, have a great one, until 
the next one. 
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POINTS OF YOU 


THE AIRGUN WORLD FORUM FOR YOUR RANTS, RAVES AND Q&As 


HAPPY TO HELP 

rm new to the sport and have recently 
purchased my first rifle. I’m 20 and suffer with 
back pain, and as you can imagine, it has 
forced me to ‘slow down’ a bit. At 20, it’s far 
from ideal, and because of this I had to drop a 
few hobbies, to my regret. I had been thinking of 
new things to get into, alongside fishing, when I 
come across air rifle shooting, so I did a bit of 
research and decided to give it a go. I’ve visited 
a few clubs already and am now choosing which 
one I want to join. Every club I’ve visited has 
been awesome, and everyone I have spoken to 
in the sport has been welcoming, and happy to 
help - it’s got to be said, you’re a good ol’ bunch! 
I’m over the moon that I can do this sport with 
no problems from my back, and that’s why I like 
it because no matter who you are, you can take 
part. There aren’t many sports like that around. I 
love that you can shoot alongside anyone and 
everyone, from all walks of life. I’ve met loads of 
new people and look forward to meeting many 
more. I’ve been spreading the world around 
friends and family about how great I’ve found 
the sport to be, and already got three more 
people into it. I look forward to progressing and 
so far. I’ve picked up many great things from the 
magazine that have helped me to gain 
knowledge and to improve my shooting. 

Thanks to all the people who have helped me - 
and thank you for the great magazine! 

MORGAN ROBERT KIDD. 



READERS’ RIFLES 

I was wondering if it would be possible to do a 
short write-up of my rifle for an article in Airgun 
World. I have spent a lot of time and money on 
it, it’s really personalised to me, and I think it 
would make for an interesting read for your 
readers. It’s an HW98. I can send some 
pictures and some info if you would like. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

PERRAN NORMANSHIRE 

That sounds like Just the thing we want for our 
'Readers' Rifles' feature. Per ran, so send us 
five or six good photos, between 1MB and 
3MB each, and either 500 or 1000 words 
describing what you've had done to your rifle, 
why you had it done, and what it brings to your 
shooting, plus anything else you think our 
readers might be interested in, and we'll do the 
rest. That offer goes for everyone else out 
there, too! - Ed 


STOATALLY AWARE 

I was out shooting this morning and sat in 
woodland waiting for some squirrel action to 
come my way, and after ten minutes, or so, I 
caught sight of some movement on the ground 
at the base of a tree. Next thing, I saw what at 
first fleeting glimpse looked like a rat, so I 
raised my air rifle and took a look through the 
scope, finger poised over the safety, hoping to 
get a clear shot if the chance presented. It was 
only about 15 yards away, partially hidden by 
foliage and not quite in focus through my 
scope, but I could see it clearly enough to 
know it was not a rat, so I lowered my rifle. 

I sat and watched it rummaging around on the 
floor for a few seconds, and then it ascended 
the tree at an impressive rate. It was only then I 
realised the ‘rat’ was, in fact, a stoat. I felt it 
was worth mentioning for two reasons; firstly. 
I’m not sure how widely known it is that stoats 
are very capable tree climbers, and secondly, it 
serves as a reminder that the responsible 
hunter should always ensure positive 
identification of any potential quarry before 
considering taking a shot. 

GUY SINGLETON 

HUNTING RESPONSIBILITY 

After finding the dusty March 2011 issue of 
Airgun World, I once again found myself drawn 
in to the allure of shooting. Two months on, 
and I’ve managed to rope in a work colleague 


LETTER OF THE MONTH 


WIN THE JACK PYKE HUNTERS BOOTS 


I’ve found a way to increase the pleasure of my hunting, 
and to make me more efficient as well. I take along a 
mate, we share the hunting duties, and we share the 
shooting, literally swapping from being the shooter, to 
being the ghillie, and it really works. 

I found this system by accident when one of the dads 
at my daughter’s school noticed my Airgun World in the 
car as I gave him a lift home one day. It turned out that 
he, too, was an airgunner, although he had nowhere to 
hunt, so I invited him along to share my shoot. As we 
walked quietly around, my new friend took over the laser 
rangefinders I use and put me on two rabbits I would 
otherwise not have spotted. 

By way of thanks, after a plinking session with my 


Air Arms S510 - my friend has an S410 - he took over 
the shooting, whilst I spotted for him and carried the 
five rabbits we managed that day, in my rucksack. It’s a 
brilliant system and it makes a great change from hunting 
on my own. It also allows a fellow airgunner to enjoy 
some excellent sport, as well as giving me a new, like- 
minded friend. I can highly recommend it! 

Andrew Charles 


Great stuff, Andrew, and well done for sharing your 
shoot. Yes, I can see how the ‘extra eyes’ thing can 
work, and with your ‘ghillie’ doing the spotting and 
carrying, you’re free to concentrate on the shooting. 
Nice one, mate, and enjoy those excelient boots. - Ed 


Thanks to the generosity of the people at Jack Pyke, we’re 
able to give away a pair of the brand new Hunters boots 
every month to the reader we consider to have sent the 
best letter. That’s 120 quid’s worth of excellent footwear, 
just for letting us know what’s on your mind. You’ve got to 
like those numbers! 

So, have a think about what you want to say and get in 
touch, by email or letter. Don’t write pages of text because 
we’ll have to to be purely yours. State shoe size and 


address, and it’s great if you can include a photo, too. I 
promise we read every communication we get. 

If your letter wins, you’ll get these superb boots, which 
feature full grain leather uppers, a Vibram Trek Hunter 
rubber sole, a 100% waterproof, breathable, Hydroguard 
membrane, odour-resistant Agion antimicrobial inners and 
Th insulate liners. There’s even more to these amazing 
boots, as you’ll find out when you win a pair. Good luck! 
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Something on your mind? Send us your ietters and we'll share your views with 
the readership. Write to: Points Of You, Evolution House, 2-6 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berks. RG40 2EG. Or email terry.dae@archant.co.uk 
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incrGditfly useful ideu there, mute. We esseftit^f 
looh the! akgunners need re&lfy \>vouid make a 
great aWefe, and (K get one of our wf tiers cn to 
thai light avffay, As far tha need far such 
aquiprmnt alt t can say f5, lt*s tncmdtbfy 
-frustrafmg whe^n a shooting stsssim p45 ia be Iwi 
ftv m.iitf ftt d tanner at ah 'O' dag , ut a ttn^ 
fcVnE'ncn . - fp" 


to the sport, who has since splashed out on two rifles 
for use al Krbworth plinking range, ar>d permissions 
near where we work - real beginner's luckl The only 
minor bugbear I have found in this marvel I ous hobby 
Is with the differences In articles between competition 
shooting and hunting. Now, I'm not taking aim at 
your magazine, but the way the two are presented In 
the media in genera I ^ such as the vdeos on 
YouT ube. I can't seem to wrap my head around the 
complexity and fine-tuning of the HR and FT 
disciplines, compared to tt^e rather lax portrayal of 
hunting. Surely the same care, if not more, should go 
into hunting animals rather than your score al the 
end of the course. I feel that the effort involved in 
weighing pellets, cleaning your gun, and so on, 
should be enforced in all the hunting articles. I had 
only learned about these things while trawling the net 
for the best vyays to beat my mate at competitions, 
but in my opinion, and I'm sure many reading this 
magazine will agree, the utmost care needs to be 
enforced to ensure maximum precision when taking 
a life, to get the most humane kill possible. 

Great magazine. 

SAM ROLUSDN 

Sam - we're att about our r^ponstbiUties as hunters, 
t assure you. Don't forget, the competition shooter 
has to take every shot at every target presented, and 
at ranges usuaity beyond those used in the hunting 
ftetd, unlike the hunter who, if worthy of the narne, 
will decline ail shots he js nof fully confident of 
converting into a dean M / agree Mt awareness 
and plenty of training Is required to hunt, but don't 
imaging fora minute that the dedicated hunter is 'lax' 
in his approach to his responsibilitfes. - Ed 

BLACK SQUIRRELS? 

Uy hunling partner, who is not normally prone to 
flights of fancy, swears be saw a black squirrel on our 
shoot, recently. He reckons he got to within 20 yards 
of it and could have despatched it as we do all grey 
squirrels on our patch, but he said it had the features 


of a red squirrel, including the characteristic fluffy 
ears, Is this possible, or do I tell my mate that he 
should have gone to Speesavers? 

ROBERT TROTT 

Wed, Robert, here's a photo / took of s black squirrel 
that fits your mate’s description, perfectly, only this 
one was scampering about a wood In Nuriemburg, 
Germany, rather than England. Perhaps there ^re 
escapees in our country, but this is the first /Ve heard 
of one. Any other readers spotted a black squirrel? Do 
let us knowl- Ed 



TtH black ^qulmel certainly exists, but bus it made it to 
ttie UK? 


WET WEATHER WUSSES? 

I went to the Midland Game Fair this year and when t 
saw the competitors for the European Field Target 
Championship, I couldn’t help having a chuckle to 
myself about what happens to all of that technology 
they use when the great British weather gets to it. I 
bet they run for cover when the clouds open, 
because I'm sure all of that fine-tuned gear cou!dn''l 
handle a soaking, even if those shooters could! 

MIKE STANDING 

Wetf Mike, you need to think again, mate, because » 





Set your sights on The 
Great Jrftlsh Shooting 
Show 201 6 

12th, 13th & 14th 
February 2016 

Stoneleigfi Park, Warwickshire 
CVS 2 LG 


- 

Test your skwo^™ the 
airt|un ranges. 

Thousands of new and 
used alrguns to suit | 
every budget and 
shooting stylel 


A perfect Elft idea! 


Shooting$how,co,uk 
Or call 

+44 (0)1 25S S58448 

Keep Up to date! 
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World Field Target Championships 2015 

and the winners are ... 

... those who use a TX200 



Stephen Privett 

1st Place Mm Brackett 


Air Arms 

TX200 

World beating performance 
comes as standard 





You and Air Arms 
a winning combination 


Qujlity A!ii»liri!d 


visrt WWW. aii^anmc. co.uk for more details. ' Products^'^ 

® llhunraTiou is of a carbine niode!- scope not inchidcd. Medai ima^s supplied connesy of A ndrins Tiirskas. 

Air Arms, Unit 5/6 Mailsham Industrial Park, Diplocks Way. Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 3JE www.air<arTrts.co.uk 


POINTS OF YOU 


those FT, and their HFT counterparts, are out 
there shooting, whatever the weather. Rain, 
snow or biow, they get down and unbeiievabiy 
dirty to foiiow their beioved sport, and those 
rifies are buiit to handie it, too. In fact, those 
FI FT and FT shooters are out there in 
conditions that would send any right-thinking 
hunter scuttling for shelter. - Ed 



These shooters don’t run away from the rain 
- they just get down and dirty! 


IMPOSSIBLE HEAD SHOTS? 

I have to take issue with your contention in last 
month’s magazine that head shots should 
always be our first consideration, mainly 
because such a requirement is often 
impossible! What about a feeding pigeon, in a 
tree or on the ground, when its head is 
invariably moving? The neck shot is always a 
better option then, surely? 

I agree that with rabbits, squirrels, and even 
rats, we should always go for head shots, but 
birds are a different matter entirely and whilst 
I’d never advocate the body shot, unless it’s 
between the ‘shoulder blades’, the shot to the 
neck has served me perfectly over the years. 

MARTIN WALKER-BRIGHT 

So, Martin, when those birds' heads are 
moving around as you claim, do you imagine 
the necks connected to them somehow 
manage to remain still? I assure you they don't. 



The neck is moving, extending, curving, you 
name it, and it's always less than half the size 
of the head, plus it's encased in a concealing 
sheath of feathers and skin, so you can't 
actually see it. Flow can that be a more reliable 
target than the skull? Sorry, Martin, we'll have 
to disagree on this one. Personally, I'd rather 
miss the chance of a pigeon than take 
'compromise' shots. - Ed 

GROUP HYSTERIA 

I’m driving myself mad trying to shoot the 
famed, or more likely fabled, ‘one-hole group’. 
How come so many, including the editor of this 
very magazine, lay claim to such groups when 
I’m finding it impossible? Please don’t tell me 
my Air Arms TX200 isn’t capable of it, because 
that’s nonsense. So, tell us Terry, what’s the 
big secret to these so-called one-hole groups 
you elitists seem to produce at the drop of a 
hat! 

NAME WITHHELD BY REQUEST 

Well, first, your TX200 will, indeed, produce 
one-hole groups. I've done so with my TX, and 
I've seen plenty of others do the same with 
theirs, so that isn't in dispute. Next, there's no 
‘big secret'; it's Just a matter of perfect pellets, 
good technique, and sympathetic weather 
conditions coming together at the same time. 
Also, if the pellet holes are touching on the 
target card, and you shoot enough pellets, 
you'll end up with a single hole. If you're 
actually talking about shooting pellet after pellet 
through exactly the same hole, then that's a 
different thing entirely. I've managed that a few 
times, but not many. Ragged, single-holers, 
though, are entirely achievable, I promise. - Ed 


r 



Another few accurately-placed pellets will turn 
this into a singie-hoie group, which is about as 
good as it gets in the reai worid. 


HOGWASH? 

What on earth is the point of washing our 
pellets? Like the editor, I remember doing 
perfectly well enough with an unwashed box of 
‘Beatall Waisted’ back in the day, so don’t tell 
me that today’s computer-controlled pellet 


production is giving us ammo that needs to be 
washed, rinsed, sorted and lubricated before it 
will shoot properly! Frankly, I think all of this 
pellet preparation lark is a load of pointless 
nonsense and those who do it have an OCD 
problem! 

HENRY TENNISON 

Fienry, look at the photo of what comes from a 
couple of hundred high-quality pellets after a 
quick wash. Do you really want that going into 
your rifling? I don't. Also, the preparation 
process weeds out the deformed pellets, and 
the ones left have a uniform coating of the 
correct lubricant, the nature of which differs 
between spring and pre-charged guns. Finally, 

I assure you that shooting prepared pellets 
makes for a satisfied mind when it comes to 
placing those shots exactly where you want 
them to go. Yes, pellet prep' is entirely worth it, 
Fienry. Try it - you'll see! - Ed 



The ioose iead residue from Just a handfui of 
peiiets after washing. Do you want this in your 
barrei? 


MORE ON HEAD SHOTS 

I fully agree with your stance on not taking 
body shots when hunting live quarry. I’ve, 
regrettably, seen rabbits run after being hit in 
the wrong place with a .22 rimfire, yet a .177 
legal limit rifle will do the job every time as long 
as that pellet is properly placed - and for 
rabbits, that’s always the head. 

Please keep up the pressure on those who 
take body shots, especially on rabbits, because 
I firmly believe these shooters do this because 
they don’t think they’re good enough to 
produce the required degree of accuracy. If 
that’s the case, they shouldn’t be hunting at all, 
or at the very least, they should restrict 
themselves to ranges where their accuracy will 
do the job humanely. 

Finally, training is the real remedy for a lack of 
marksmanship, not a new rifle or more power. 
Increase your efficiency, the rifles are already 
far better than we are! 

LES NEWMAN 
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GAMO 


Precision Airguns 



All new PCP Rifle 


Coyote 

Beech 

Available in .177 and .22 


Coyote 

Tactical 

Available in .177 and .22 



GAMO’s first PCP rifle 

Now available with a Tactical stock... 

• 1/2” UNF threaded cold Hammer Forged Barrel 

• 10 shot rotary magazine 

• On board Pressure Gauge 

• Quick fill system 

• New CAT Trigger 

• Ambidextrous Beech stock option 

• Tactical Stock option with adjustable cheek piece 

• 90 shots in .1 77 1 1 0 shots in .22 

• Silencer can be fitted 

Available now at all good gun retailers. 

Gamo® reserve the right to change the specifications, availability and price of any product at any time. All information correct at the time of 
print. All RRPs are inclusive of VAT. Please note in some cases product photographs may vary from actual product. 



© Gamo® 2014 


www.gamo.com 


WHAT’S GOING ON? 


THERE’S SO MUCH TO PACK INTO THE NEWS THIS MONTH! 


^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


GET YOUR GOLDEN 
TICKET! 

As we told you last month Air 
Arms is running a fantastic 
competition for 10 readers of 
Airgun World. The winners will 


get an ‘access all areas’ factory 
visit and a delicious lunch, 
followed by a question and 
answer session with industry 
experts. To find out how you can 
enter go to page 63. Good luck! 



Turn to page 63 to become a winner and visit the Air Arms factory. - 

Tiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii iiiiiiiii iiniiiiiiniiiiiiiiMiiiiiimi ; ' ;iiiiiiiii liiiiiiiiiiiiiir 


HANDSOME HUGGETS 

Andrew Hugget has the reputation 
of building the nicest and quietest 
silencers around. Just in time for 
Christmas, he’s released 150 
special models that fit the 
common V 2 ” UNF thread. They 
come with the Huggett name and 
the year ‘2016’ printed black on 
black into the side, making them 


even more distinctive than usual. 
They’re available from The Airgun 
Centre, Blackpool Air Rifles, 
Ronnie Sunshines, and Solware, 
or you can order them through 
your local gun dealer. There is no 
premium pricing on this special 
edition, it’s the standard £90 plus 

p&p. 

WWW. huggettprecisionproducts. 
CO. uk 



MOORE DOES MORE 

Simon Moore, the MD of BSA 
Guns went without an alcoholic 
drink for the whole of October (Go 
sober for October) and has now 
seen the full extent of the money 
he raised in sponsorship. Thanks 
to the fantastic support of friends, 
family and our wonderful industry, 
he raised £3230. Well done, 
Simon! That made him number 
one fundraiser in West Midlands, 
and 9th in the whole of the U.K., 
out of over 58,000 participants 
who signed up! What a fantastic 
effort and the funs will go to 
Macmillan Cancer Support, a 
wonderful organisation that helps 
so many people every day. Simon 
would especially like to thank 
everyone in the gun trade who 
sponsored him. Next month, we’ll 
bring you a report on the winner 
of the sealed bid to win the 
one-off Blue Star rifle that 


contributed so much to this 
incredible total. 


WE ARE 

mAcmiuAN. 

CANCER SUPraRT 



CUTTING-EDGE INFO 

Anybody needing a new knife, be 
it a simple folder or a collector’s 
item should get the Sporting 
Cutlery’s new catalogue. 

It’s full of new products 
from Azero and Camillus 
brands and offers some 
interesting designs not 
available before. Big 
sellers such as Buck, 

Leatherman, Cudeman, 

EKA and, of course. 

Blade Tech have large 
sections as well. All the 
products can be viewed 
on their website, along 
with a selection of 
antique, pre-owned, 
and collectible knives 
and tools. If you would 
like a free copy of the 
new knife and tool 
catalogue (issue 7) from 
Sporting Cutlery, please 


telephone 01492 640 664 or 
email sales@stsnorth wales, co. uk. 
Alternatively, visit www. 
sportingcutlery. co. uk 





OCTOBER S410 COMBO WINNER! 


» 



OUR OCTOBER SPOT THE DIFFERENCE WINNER HAS WON 
HIMSELF A BRAND NEW AIR ARMS S410 COMBO! 

The lucky winner for October is Patrick Glynn from Leicestershire, and he's 
been an avid Airgun World reader since the early 1980s, when he recalls, for 
him it was all ab^out saving every penny he could to buy the latest German 
springer and hoping he could scrape up enough to do so without selling 
whatever rifle he was using at the time! Patrick also remembers owning three 
Optima Moonlighter scopes, and says he wishes he had them today. Well, 
Patrick, there’s an excellent scope and mounts that comes with your prize rifle, 
and we’re sure you’ll get on just fine with your fantastic new combo! 


FOR ANOTHER GREAT PRIZE! 
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WHArS GOING ON? 


I BRAND NEW’MATIC 


Pneumatic Ballistics is an 
Essex-based company with a 
good reputation for offering 
retro-fit magazines, silencers and 
other high-quality accessories. 
They’ve now taken the plunge and 
made a complete rifle which looks 


very smart. It follows the traditional 
barrel-over-reservoir layout, with 
nicely finished metal work 
complementing an oiled walnut 
stock. The prototype we saw had 


open sights fitted which is unusual 
these days. It hasn’t yet been 
named, but is now available on a 3 
to 4 week delivery time. It’s great to 
see another British rifle being 


offered, so well done chaps! 

RRP £885.00 
For more information call 
Pneumatic Ballistics on 01493 
733 462. 


IIIIU. 
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GREY-T OPTICS 

Firearm giants, Sig Sauer, has 
made the difficult move into the 
world of shooting optics with a new 
range of sporting scopes. The first 
thing you notice about these 
scopes is the colour, a smart 
gun metal/titanium grey, and it 
really looks the part against the Sig 
graphics and chunky, finger- 
friendly turrets and collars. 
Internally, fully multi-coated lenses 
sit in specially toughened 
mountings within a purged, 
nitrogen-filled, totally weatherproof 
body. The range is comprehensive 
and we’ll be selecting the most 


popular formats for a test in the 
very near future. Priced between 
£200 and £450, these Sig Sauer 
scopes are serious contenders for 
your hunting armoury. 

Call Highland Outdoors on.-sales© 
highlandoutdoors. co. uk 


SUPER VALUE SUNG 

Owners of BSA rifles will be 
pleased to see that their 
favourite manufacturer has a 
new padded rifle sling to take 
the weight of your gun. It 
proudly bears the company’s 
piled arms logo, and 
comes fitted 
with 


quick detach swivels ready to fit 
to the studs in your stock. It’s 
also great value at just £15.00 
WWW. bsaguns. co. uk 

BSA’s new gun sling includes 
swivels making it great value. 


COMPATTO COMPLETED! 


We’ve seen some pre-production 
prototypes of the exciting new 
Brocock Compatto and now 
we’ve seen a finished gun. It’s 
an interesting design, like a 
semi-bull pup, achieved by 
moving the trigger assembly 4” 
forward. This makes for a neat 


and compact rifle, but with more 
conventional handling than a full 
bull pup. We’re told that they’ll 
be in the shops during 
November at £589.00. Look out 
for a full review as soon as we 
can get our hands on one. 

WWW. brocock. co. uk 


The Borcock 
Compatto will be in 
the shops this month. 


STOP PRESS ... STOP PRESS 


Just as we are going to press we 
heard from the Northern Shooting 
show team that the HFT Masters 
series will be holding a 
competition at the show. The 


photograph we saw of the venue 
looksed beautiful, with lots of 
space to set out those tricky 
targets that make the sport so 
challenging and addictive. 


NORTHERN 

SHOOTING SHOW 


SAT 7TH-SUN 8TH MAY 2016 
YORKSHIRE EVENT CENTRE 

GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOWGROUND 
HARROGATE, HG28NZ 
T 01472 809727 

E info@northernshootingshow.co.uk 


www.northernshootingshow.co.uk 

Officlol/ySupportcdby BASC.^ 





WHArS GOING ON? 




GAME FOR A GRAND? 

The Airgun Centre is offering an 
incredible £1000 prize to the 
person who gets the highest scope 
on their video game. Simply visit 
their website: www. 
theairguncentre.co.uk and play 


the game as many times as you 
like. It’s great fun, free to enter, 
and on Christmas Eve the winner 
will be contacted to tell them that 
their £1000 prize voucher is 
ready. What a Christmas present 
that will be! 



This add-on stock for the Alecto 
will be with us soon 


COYOTE DIY 


LI 1^11 V^UOLVJI I iv:^! o 

happy, they’ve done just that 


djiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiib 


STABLE TABLE 

Zeroing and testing are always 
best done from a good bench 
rest, but they can be impossible 
to transport to your shooting 
permission. 

American 
shooting 
accessory 
specialists, Caldwell, has a new 
answer to that dilemma. The 
Stable Table has three legs that 
resist rocking, whilst the sturdy, 
steel construction avoids flex. The 
padded seat can be 
adjusted from 16” to 
22” so should fit most 
people comfortably. The plastic 
table has a raised edge to stop 
pellets rolling off whilst being 
strong enough to support 
the heaviest rifle. It looks 
like just the thing the 
Airgun World team 
needs. 


RRP £299.00 Carrying bag 
£45.99 

For more information, visit www. 
edgar brothers, com. 



-tiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir 


READY, STEADY SHOOT! 

If you own a Zoraki or an Alecto 
then this new product will interest 
you. It’s an add-on, shoulder stock 
that looks like a permanent part 
once fitted. It’s adjustable for pull 
length and cheek piece height. 


and makes the pistol very stable 
on aim. The material it’s made 
from is a good match for the 
pistol, making a very smart 
pairing. We don’t have a release 
date yet but we’re told it will retail 
for £99.00. 

WWW. highlandoutdoors. co. uk 


protect the threads until you’re remains the same at £399.00 
ready to fit a silencer. www.gamo.com 


The Game Coyote is a high- 
quality, pre-charged pneumatic 
rifle available at a very modest 
price. It’s been selling like hot 
cakes since its release, but 
some customers asked if it 
could be offered with a V 2 LINE 
thread on the barrel, rather then 
be fitted with the fixed Game 
Whisper silencer. Ever keen to 




SPORTS 


MATCH 


Scope Mount Specialists 


COMES AS STANDARD... AS LONG AS YOU CAN SLOW YOUR BREATHING! 


A lifetime guarantee and over 40 years 
of experience focusing entirely on scope 
mounts means you are in safe hands, your 
prey however is not! Don’t set your sights 
on anything else, see our full range at: 

tch-uk. 
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A JKHAN NOBLESSE B COMBO WORTH £900! 



We’ve decided to continue with the postal-only entry system, hut if you want the text-entry competition format bac1(, piease iet us 
know. We produce Airgun Worid for you, and we do our host to give you what you want, so piease let us know your thoughts and 
we’ll change things to suit the preferences of our readership. So far, it seems that most of you are happy with the traditional postal 
entry format, so that’s how it wiii remain untii the readers want to change it. 

Meanwhile, how about this for a fantastic prize combi? It’s the brand-new Jkhan Noblesse B - and this time, ‘B’ stands for ‘Biack’ 
as weii as ‘Builpup’, as you can see. This rifie carries a rubberised, hardwood stock, and every one of the features displayed by the 
rifle in our editor’s test this month, including a superbly consistent, 10-shot, sidelever action, fuily-shrouded barrei, and 
ingenious, two-stage adjustable trigger, and that brilliant Picatinny/Weaver intermount, it’s supplied with a quality scope and 
mounts - and you can win it ail for just £1.50! So, spot those differences and get that entry form in! 


SO EASY TO ENTER! 


Simply spot-the-difference and enter by 
post - like we did back in the good old days! 


Spot the six differences between the photos below and circle them with a pen. Then cut out the completed form and post it to us. Entry costs 
just £1.50 per go - cheques and postal orders made payable to ‘Airgun World ’- and you can enter as many times as you like by photocopying 
the entry form. As a bonus; for every five postal entries you submit, you get one free - i.e six entries for just £7.50! 


4 ^: 





ADMIT TWO 


POST FORM 


Airgun World Competition, Evolution House, 2-6 
Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, Berks RG40 2EG 


Your Name 

Address 

Postcode Daytime Tel 

Email Preferred Calibre . 

Prize to be sent to: (Name and address of your local gunshop) Name of shop 

Address 


Postcode 

If you are under 18, an adult must sign on your behalf and give his/her name and address 

Name 

Address 








ADMIT TWO 


Postcode 

Closing date: 8th of January 2016 

What would you like to see in Airgun World? 

Simply write your suggestions below, or list your comments on a separate sheet of paper, and send it with your competition entry. 


□ Tick if you have a subscription to Airgun World 


16 




T here are six differences between the two photos. Simply draw a circle around them as you spot them, then send in your completed 
entry form. The winner will be drawn from all of the correct entries received before the closing date. 

Terms and Conditions: 

The winner will be published in the February issue. Competition closes at midnight on 8th January 2016. Usual terms and conditions 
apply -visit http://www.airgunshooting.co.uk/home/terms and conditions. 

Archant Ltd, publisher of Airgun World, would like to keep you up to date with any special offers or new products/services which might be 
of interest. Please tick if you DO wish for Archant Ltd to contact you in this way by □ email. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive 
information by □ post. We occasionally pass your details onto carefully selected companies who wish to contact you with information 
about their products/services, please tick if you DO wish to be contacted in this way by □ email. Please tick if you would prefer to NOT 
receive such information by □ post. 
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COMPETITION RULES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST - PRIZE SCOPE AND MOUNTS MAY DIFFER TO THOSE SHOWN IN PHOTOGRAPH 








WEAREMURGESTSTDCKISI 
OFAIRARMSRiaESINMUtC 
ALWAYS IN STOCK, READY 
TD SHIP OR COLLECT. 


VIR^RMS 


S 400 SUPERLITE 


S 410 SUPERLITE 


S 510 ULTIMATE 


S 510 SUPERLITE 


ADDRESS 

THEAIRGUN CENTRE, 

107 LONDON RD(A1 291. 
RAYLEIGH. ESSEX SS69AX 


CSNTACr 

THEAIR6UNCENTRE.CQM 
01268 780730 / 704469 
SALES@TIIEAIRGUNCENTRE. 


brTOY^v■ 


.CENTRE 


LIFEnME GUARANTEE 







ED'S TEST: JKHAN NOBLESSE B 


The editor discovejj^^iew bullpup, and more reasons to get excited 


wish to fit a extra silencer. 

The trigger is a two-stage 
adjustable model, and the stock 
has to be removed to carry out any 
tweaking. I rarely adjust the triggers 
of test rifles, because I prefer to 
use them as most of their buyers 
will, with the trigger set as it came 
from the factory. IVe done this ever 
since we carried out a survey on 
trigger adjustment some years ago. 
We asked those who wrote to us, 
and those who came to see us at 
game fairs and shows, if they 
adjusted their adjustable triggers. 
You’ll be as shocked as I was to 
hear that less than 25% of those 
we asked ever altered their triggers’ 
settings. 

Yes, I struggled with that one, 
too, but since I’ve stopped 
automatically adjusting every rifle 
that rocks up at Airgun World 
Towers, I have to say that the 
groups I shoot haven’t noticed a 
bit. If I’m testing a competition rifle 
with a go-anywhere, full-on, 
mega-trigger, then I’ll spend hours 
exploring it, but if it’s a sporter and 
the trigger feels ‘OK’, then I just get 
on and shoot it as, it seems, do 
most of you. 




WORTH A FETTLE 

Anyway, now I’ve said all that. I’ll 
do a complete 360 on it and 
recommend that you do, indeed, 
drop the stock off the Noblesse B 
and get tweaking its trigger. After 
backing off the two captive 
hex-bolts on the underside of the 
stock, you simply separate walnut 
from alloy and steel, placing the 
stock carefully out of harm’s way. 
You’ll notice the robust flat plate 
linkage connecting the trigger 
blade to its mechanism, and how it 
circumnavigates the rifle’s 
on-board pressure gauge. That 
gauge is another excellent feature, 
because it’s out of the way in that 
stock cut-out, and you don’t need 
to look anywhere near the muzzle 
of the rifle to check your air 
reserves. Full marks on that on, 
Jkhan. 


T his month’s Editor’s Test subject 
has that pleasingly high degree 
of balance and stability, and I think 
it looks good, too. Not a bad start, 
then, for the Jkhan Noblesse B - 
pronounced ‘No-bless’, rather than 
‘Noble-Ess’, and the ‘B’ stands for 
‘bullpup’. Here we have a walnut- 
stocked, sidelever, 10-shot, 
pre-charged pneumatic sporter, that 
weighs just 6lbs (2.7kilos), 


unscoped, is only 31.5 inches 
(800mm) long, yet produces a fine 
170 shots at 11 ft.lbs.-plus in .22, 
and at least 150 in .177, from a 200 
bar charge. Good stats, those, 
especially if you like your sporters 
compact, on the lighter side of 
handy, and with all of the 
performance you’ll ever need at the 
legal limit, but things get even 
better. 


EIXTURES AND EITTINGS 
The barrel of the Noblesse is 
440mm long and fully shrouded. 
There’s even. I’m told, an 
air-stripping cone inside the 
shroud, rather than any hair-curling 
products. This set-up provides 
efficient blast-muffling qualities, 
and for almost complete sound- 
strangulation there’s a Y 2 -inch LINE 
thread at the muzzle should you 
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TEST: NOBLESSE B 


Trigger adjustment 
- length of first stage and 
pull-weight - comes courtesy of a 
couple of hex-headed grubscrews, 
and careful juggling of these 
adjusters will produce a let-off of 
below the 2.61 bs factory setting. 
Personally, I’m more interested in 
the nature of the let-off than its 
weight, and I tweaked until the 
trigger released every shot cleanly 
and with no trace of ‘drag’ on the 
second stage. My trigger-pull 
gauge showed this to take place at 
2. libs, so not that much different 
from the factory setting. If I owned 
one of these, and there’s a distinct 
possibility of that. I’ll be having the 
trigger professionally fettled for 
maximum smoothness, because 
even at this early stage of our 
relationship, I can tell that the 
Noblesse B is entirely worth such 
an investment. 


reservoir or the stock in any 
way. This isolation from the 
reservoir and woodwork is 
important, because both can shift 
slightly during use and any such 
movement could take the scope 
with it. With the mounting platform 
effectively ‘floating’, all zero-shift 
concerns drift away. It’s obvious 
that great thought has been 
invested in this rifle, and that 
shows in plenty of other areas, too, 
not least its magazine system. 


decades of happy ‘f 

functioning, and 1 

replacements/ 

spares cost just 

£40 a throw, 

although throwing isn’t 

recommended, obviously. 

Check out the neat little 
pellet-retaining spring that encircles 
the magazine drum. I’m not sure 
why, but I like that more than the 
ubiquitous ‘O’ ring; it seems more 
‘engineering’, that’s all. I’m sure our 
better informed readers will now 


rifle has been 
fired, so the Noblesse B 
can’t be double-loaded. 


THE WOODWORK 
First, the oiled walnut stock of the 
Nobless B is neat, pretty and 
functional, if a tad angular in 
places. The chequering is, 
presumably, laser cut and as sharp 
as it is fine. Being slightly 
gorillaesque. I’d prefer a more 
extended fore end, although 
standard issue humans will find 


HE MAGAZINE 
If there’s a more reassuringly 
solid, ‘clunk-like-a-posh-car-door’ 

'Noblesse oblige' Literally means, 'nobility obliges'. 
It's generally used to imply that with wealth, power, 
and prestige comes social responsibility. 


TAKE IT TO THE BRIDGE 
Have a lingering look at that bridge 
mount, with its neat ventilation and 
chunky styling. It’s reassuringly 
solid, offers unlimited scope- 
positioning options on its Picatinny 
rail, and it’s double-bolted to the 
action block, not attached to the air 



type of multi-shot pellet magazine 
than this one. I’ve yet to see it; 
this device really does appear to 
be built to last a lifetime, and it’s 
a genuinely pleasing thing to use, 
too. Made from solid alloy and 
steel, held perfectly in place by a 
sprung ball detent, it can be 
cleaned and lightly lubed for 


write in their droves to tell me that 
an ‘O’ ring is superior in every 
aspect, but until my fond notions 
are dashed. I’ll enjoy that little 
spring, thanks. 

Loading pellets is a simple 
matter of pushing them into their 
respective slots - where they’re 
held snugly by that splendid spring 
we so admired mere moments ago 
- and manually turning the drum 
until all vacancies are filled. Then, 
with the pellets pointing the right 
way, the magazine cassette can be 
inserted in its breech-block cut-out 
until it locates with its detent. This 
internally-sprung mag’ can be 
removed and inserted from left or 
right, and it only indexes after the 


everything hand-filling and secure 
on contact. 

I’ll suggest a few upgrades if I 
may, and the first trots along in the 
form of my hard-ridden hobby- 
horse - an adjustable butt pad. 

That would be a definite retro-fit for 
me. Another improvement would 
be the removal of a little of the 
timber above the trigger guard to 
allow easier access for my trigger 
finger. I’m sure that would be the 
work of moments for anyone with 
woodworking smarts, which doesn’t 
include me, but I know some 
talented folk, so that’s no big deal. 

My final enhancement would be 
a subtle palm shelf at the base of 
the pistol grip, so I could ‘rest’ my » 



The^l^llent 10-shot magazine slots 
in fromther side. 



That bridge mount is a triumph. 
Not the riser blocks - a 
worthwhile extra from AC Guns. 


I’d skim off a little timber to give 
i^ji^nager finger more room. 





EDITOR'S TEST: NOBLESSE B 



hand, 
rather than 
actually grip the 
grip, so to speak. These 
three are more due to my own 
preference and peculiarities than 
anything else, so again, you 
normals out there could well 
achieve all sorts of wonderful things 
without them. 

ON THE RANGE 
Charging the Noblesse means 
plugging in your air hose to the 
air-inlet port and squirting in 200 
bar’s worth of compression. 

Then, bleed the hose, unplug the 
charging probe and rotate the 


magazine, of course. 

You’ll find the discreet 
sidelever easy to flick open and 
close, and that mag’ will click 
about its delivery in a most 
positive fashion. It’s now, as your 
first 10 pellets are launched, that 
you’ll discover if your trigger 
tweaking has been all that it 
should. 

Over the chrono, the .177 test 
example gave me the first 50 
shots - after three ‘clearing’ shots 
- at a steady 11.4ft.lbs., and I do 
mean ‘steady’. Eor an 


' remarkable, 
with an 

average variation of just 9 f.p.s. 
over those 50 shots, using Air 
Arms Eield pellets straight from 
the tin. I found this so impressive 
that I repeated the test and, when 
the result was also repeated, I 
phoned Ray West of AC Guns, 
who import the Noblesse B, to 
demand an explanation. 

Ray revealed sod -a 1 1 by way of 
internal secrets, but he did 
concede that ‘everything in that 
main valve is perfectly balanced’. 
He added, ‘the internal 
components are extremely well 


'Everything in that main vaive is 
perfectiy baianced” 


possibility of making some spacers 
to fine-tune the height of the cheek 
piece. Exciting stuff ahead, no? 

VERDICT 

I’m excited, as I’ve already said. I’ve 
just been told that there’s a version 
of this rifle that has a rubberised 
timber stock, and which at £799, 
comes in a hundred quid cheaper 
than the test gun’s £899. This 
sounds so promising that I’ve sorted 
one for a feature I’m currently 
putting together on night vision. 

As things stand, I reckon Ray 
Hales and his team at AC Guns 
have found something extremely 
special with the J khan Noblesse B. 
There’s a standard format 
Noblesse, too, so the excitement 
builds still further. 

Tune in next month to see if this 
Noblesse obliges me to add it to 
my armoury. ■ 
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port cover to keep out all 
pollution. Now you’re ready 
to go, once you’ve loaded 
that solid lump of multi-shot 


unregulated PCP, in that it 
doesn’t carry a separate 
regulation device, this .177 
Noblesse B is verging on 


finished, too’, and it’s always a 
great indicator when care is taken 
over the unseen parts of any 
piece of machinery. 


TECH SPEC 


ACCURACY 

As soon as I had the Noblesse 
zeroed, those previously mentioned 
Air Arms Diabolo Eield pellets were 
observed through the scope, 
clustering shoulder-to-shoulder 
right out to 45 yards. I pushed it to 
50 yards, blustery wind permitting, 
and got one freak of a group just 
17mm in diameter, with the 
average coming in at a hair each 
side of 20mm when things fell 
really still. 


HANDLING 

It’s a bullpup, so it brings everything 
that comes with that format; 
incredible stability on aim, 
particularly in the standing and 
kneeling positions, plus the ability to 
lock it on to a target in no time. I’ll 
be experimenting with some riser 
blocks to get the scope/eye 
alignment pinpoint perfect, plus I’ll 
ask the AC Guns boffins about the 
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WHERE CRAFTSMANSHIP MEETS TECHNOLOGY 
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THE BEST OF BRITISH 


PACKAGE INCLUDES: 




2 X MAGAZINES 8 VC SILENCER 


4-12 X 44 AO SCOPE WITH MOUNTS 
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W/ When it comes to 
^ choosing a 

^ pre-charged 

8^ sporter why look 

1^^ elsewhere! 

Beautifully designed 
" and engineered, 

the HW100 is 
I beyond compare 

Quick Fill facility - standard on all models 
New improved stock design - choke of: 
Walnut Sporting Stock - right hand only 
Walnut Thumbhole Stock - ambidextrous 
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NEWTON'S LORE 


GAMEKEEPER'S REPORT 







‘'Every single scrap of 
information you can ' 
glean about your 
^guarry can be used to 
gc 


Steve Newton shares the wisdom of 45 years in the field 


have spent my entire life in the 
countryside, and since the age of 
seven years old I have dedicated 
my life to the pursuit of field sports. 

I have hunted, fished, and shot just 
about every quarry species in the 
British Isles, and beyond. I have 
raised a family and earned my 
living from being a gamekeeper, 
falconer and professional pest 
controller, using all the methods, 
both new and ancient, in my 
pursuit of quarry - including the 
use of other hunting animals such 
as ferrets, hawks and dogs, both 
during the daylight hours and at 
night. Over the next two articles, I 


am going to talk about some of the 
most important lessons I learned 
through over 45 years of hunting 
and shooting, and hope that you 
might be able to glean a few scraps 
of information to help you in your 
chosen sport. 

YOU ARE NEVER ALONE! 

Safety is the most important lesson 
that should always be learned first; 
the countryside is a popular place 
so no matter how far from 
civilization you think you are, there 
could always be someone just over 
that rise, or behind that hedge, so 
even in the most remote areas. 


LESSONS 


never let your safety consciousness 
slip, be absolutely sure of your 
backdrop and never be tempted to 
take that dodgy shot at the rabbit 
just on the brow of that hill, even if 
it’s the only one you’ve seen all 
day. Remember, you may know 
where all the footpaths are, but that 
doesn’t mean everyone else does. 
Get safety firmly and permanently 
secured in your head because that 
one microsecond of wrong decision 
can never be taken back. 

PATIENCE 

I grew up in a small village in 
Hertfordshire and by the time I was 
eight years old I had two ferrets, a 
hawk and a lurcher. We had no 
deep freeze back then, so all the 
food for my charges had to be 
procured fresh each morning 
before setting off for the village 


school, and each evening when I 
returned home. At that age, even in 
a quiet country village, there was a 
limit to the weapon with which I 
could freely roam the fields, in 
order to achieve my daily quotas of 
wild food, and like many young 
country lads, that weapon was the 
humble, but very deadly, 
homemade catapult! Every wild 
creature that drew breath back 
then was on the menu as far as I 
was concerned, and with a limited 
range of around 10-15 yards - 
remember these were not the 
high-power catapults that can be 
purchased nowadays - one of the 
first lessons I ever learned was 
patience! I am not a naturally 
patient man, but I soon realised 
that without that necessary trait I 
was doomed to failure. It doesn’t 
matter which weapon you have, 
how good your cam mo is, or how 
abundant your quarry may be, you » 



NEWTON'S LORE 




frequently need to practise even 
more. This is a pretty obvious 
statement, but what’s not generally 
understood is that the type and 
quality of the practice makes all the 
difference. Time after time, I come 
across people who consider 
themselves to be capable shots 
because, at home or on the range, 
they can consistently hit the target 
from a rest. The problem is that, in 
a hunting situation, this kind of 
practising is virtually worthless, so 
when they are asked to take a 
kneeling shot at a target 35 yards 
away, in a right to left breeze, up 
an incline, they fail miserably. 

The kind of stationary practising 


necessary for a target shot is not 
what is required for hunting in the 
field. Your targets could be 
anything from 10-40 yards, and 
you will probably have only one 
chance from a kneeling or 
standing stance, in high winds 
and drizzling rain, perhaps after 
an arduous stalk, so I can’t for the 
life of me think why spending 
hours shooting at the same target 
at the same range, from a rest, 
can possibly be of any use 
whatsoever. You must learn to 
shoot from standing and kneeling 
positions, and unusual ones as 
well, because there will be times 
when you need to lean around 


will not achieve consistent success 
without patience and clarity of 
mind. Patience is at the core of all 
you will need in order to be an 
effective hunter - and the core of 
each and every lesson I have 
learned! 

KNOW YOUR QUARRY 

Time spent in observation is never 
wasted. Every single scrap of 
information you can glean about 
your quarry can be used to good 
effect - not just today, but for many 
years to come. There is only so 
much information that the Internet 
can give you, and the only way to 
get a feel for your quarry is to be 
out there, watching and learning. 
You don’t always have to be 
carrying a rifle in order to further 
your hunting experience; sitting 
quietly in an area that you know 
your quarry inhabits, and just 
watching from an unseen position 
will reveal more than a thousand 
web pages ever could. 

Perhaps getting out on your 
permission is not always 
convenient, but wildlife is around 
you at all times. Watching out of 
the office window, or standing at a 


bus stop will reveal several of your 
intended quarry species going 
about their daily routine, and this 
observation will reveal many 
secrets that you can store away in 
your brain for later use, to hunt the 
species more effectively. Knowing 
your quarry’s habits will allow you 
to think like the animal and predict 
where and when you will have the 
best chance of success on any 
given day, depending on the food 
source favoured at any time of 
year, time of day, or current 
weather conditions. Learn the signs 
of your quarry; its droppings, fur, 
tracks, and the sounds it makes 
under which circumstances - this 
is how you learn the vital skills of 
fieldcraft. This can only be learned 
through personal experience, but 
it’s a lesson that never stops 
because every day there is always 
something new to learn. 

PRACTICE IS THE KEY 

No one ever got better at anything 
by sitting on their ass, and nobody 
is good enough never to need 
practice; even with all the years I 
have behind me I still practise 
regularly, and those who shoot less 
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'7 am not a naturally patient man, but I soon realised that 
without that necessary trait I was doomed to failure" 





trees, and so on. Your training 
needs to reflect this, so move out 
of your comfort zone and get 
inventive with a few knockdown 
targets before each hunting 
session. 


NO SUBSTITUTE FOR SKILL 

I have witnessed the popularity of 
hunting rise over the years and, as 
a consequence, I have also 
witnessed the complex technology 
being developed to aid hunters in 


their never-ending quest to put 
more game in the bag. Powerful 
micro-lamps and batteries; digital 
night devices, rangefinders, 
stupidly overcomplicated reticles, 
electronic calls, any number of new 
cammo patterns, pop-up hides, 
and the very sophisticated design 
and technology that now goes into 
many airguns, are just a few of the 
new innovations 

designed to snare the beginner and 
inexperienced, but all this recent 
technology is a two-sided sword. 
Unfortunately, the very nature of 
human beings is always to find a 
way that takes less effort, less skill, 
less knowledge, to achieve the 
same results that otherwise would 


At the end of the stalk.you may only have one 
chance. Success or^dilure will be decided by 
how much you have-practised 


'In my opinion, most of this stulf^s^verhyped 
rubbish designed to snare the beginner and 
inexperienced" 


have taken years of fieldcraft and 
dedication to achieve, and of 
course manufacturers have taken 
full advantage of this. The result is 
that these very innovations are all 
about not having to go out there 
and learn the proper and very 
necessary skills already outlined 
above. Don’t get me wrong, I also 
take full advantage of some of this 
technology; certainly, I would not 
be without my digital night vision, 
but it’s still very important to get out 
and learn that core base of 
knowledge and skills necessary for 
consistent success, and there will 
never be a gadget to replace this. 
Try to use technology to enhance 
your skills, not substitute them, and 
remember, your skills will still be 
there and stand you in good stead 
long after your latest gimmick has 
stopped working, or has been 
relegated to the back of the gun 
cabinet when you finally realise it’s 
a pile of crap. 

That’s it for this month. Next 
month, we will continue with the 
series, but for now have a great 
Christmas and, as always, shoot 
safely! ■ 
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FORGET 
THE FAMII30 


Make sure not to forget 
the family when you're 
making your purchases for 
the upcoming season. The 
outdoor experience is a family 
affair. Barnett Outdoors 
carries a full line of archery 
bows, from introductory 
models for the little ones, to 
big bow models to extend the 
season for the serious archery 
shooter. Barnett Outdoors* 
Built for Adventure. 
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HAMMER SYSTEM 


HUNTSMAN REGAL 
FEATURES: 

■ Latest titanium valve with super consistent 
slingshot hammer system 

■ Light weight hunter; 2.7 kg [5.95 lbs] 

■ High Shot Count .22 - 95 shots. 177-82 shots 

■ Built in silencer with fitted adaptor for 2nd 
moderator 

■ Match-grade Walther Barrel 

■ 10 shot rotary magazine with magnetic single 
shot tray 

■ Manual resettable safety catch 

■ Adjustable 2-stage trigger 

■ Turkish walnut stock 
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L ast month, I had a short time to 
have a look at SMK’s new 
pre-charged pneumatic (PCP), the 
M22, so this is part two; my 
conclusion and feelings about the 
rifle. In keeping with SMK’s usual 
style, this gun offers good value at 
just under £400, which means 
that it’s head-to-head against 
some serious, multi-shot PCP 
competition, such as the Game 
Coyote, Hatsan AT44 and the 
Walther Rotex RMS, all guns with 
a proven track records from 


prestigious brands. The metalwork 
is right up there with them all, but 
the stock looks a little basic in that 
company, even though it works 


perfectly well. I was very pleased 
to see that steel sling swivels are 
fitted as standard, something I’d 
like to see on all rifles. Anybody 


who tells you that they’re not 
needed, clearly doesn’t spend 
much time in the real world, 
carrying a gun. Tired, aching arms 


are no aid to accuracy, so bearing 
the gun’s weight on your shoulder 
makes absolute sense. 

Looks are one thing but what 


really counts for the dedicated 
airgun hunter is performance, and 
the power and consistency of the 
M22 is spot-on for that job. The 
.22 on test was launching the 
Remington Thunder Field Target 
Trophy pellets (14.8 grains) 
supplied at an average muzzle 
velocity of 584 fps, which 
calculates out to 11.2ft.lbs., plenty 
to deal with any legitimate airgun 
quarry. Shot-to-shot variation was 
16 fps over 60 shots, which is just 
fine for a sporting rifle. 


"I guess it was inevitable that SMK 
would enter the PCP market and 
their first offering is a strong one" 
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PRE-CHARGED PNEUMATIC 



TECH SPEC 


Manufacturer SMK 

Web www.sportsmk.co.uk 
Tel 01206 795333 
Type Pre-charged pneumatic 
Action Magazine-fed, bolt action 
Length 1140mm (44%”) 

Weight 3.5kg (7.7lbs) 

Fill pressure 200bar 
Trigger Two-stage adjustable 
Stock Ambidextrous beech sporter 
Calibres .177 and .22 


£399.95 



ACCURACY IS 
EVERYTHING 

The most important quality that 
any serious airgun needs most, 
though, is accuracy, so it was time 
to get the targets out and shoot 
some groups. A key advantage 
that a PCP has over any spring/ 
piston gun is that it is recoilless, 
making it far easier to shoot. 
However, it will still need a good 
trigger and an accurate barrel to 
succeed. The reach to the M22 
trigger is quite long for my average 
size, but the first stage is also long, 
so by the time you feel the second 
stage, the reach is just right. The 
metal trigger blade has quite 
square edges and uses a 
through-button style safety as you 
see on Air Arms guns. Although 
this is rather crude, it works and 
can be felt whilst on aim to let you 
know if it’s on or off. 

As I mentioned last time, the 
magazine is simple and quick to 
load and was totally reliable during 
my test with a variety of pellets. To 
see which suited the M22 best I 
tried the Remington as described 
above; Air Arms Field Diablo, 


Grosman Premier, RWS 
Superdome and, one of my old 
favourites, H&N Field Target. My 
test gun showed a clear and 
immediate preference for the 
Superdomes and H&N FT, the 
latter proving to be the most 
accurate overall. At 16.3 grains it’s 
quite heavy so produced quite a 
curved trajectory, but landed with 
a clout. It’s an interesting design 
being a round nose with a 
shoulder that surrounds the head. 
This seems to aid energy transfer 
and I’ve found them good killers 
on rats in the past. 

At 25 yards I got several Va’ 
groups which opened out towards 
V 2 ” in the wind, but it was clear 
that this rifle has the accuracy to 


be a successful hunter at all 
sensible ranges. With that 
confidence in my pocket, I was 
itching to take the rifle hunting, 
but with time being short as ever, I 
took a precious moment that was 
offered. While Terry and I were 
taking the photographs on a 
friend’s land, we noticed that the 
squirrels were busy preparing for 
winter on that beautiful October 
morning, and as we were shooting 
photos we had our ears open for 
the sounds of claws on bark as the 
tree rats made their way through 
the higher branches. Not being 
fully familiar with this rifle’s 
trajectory, though, I wanted a shot 
no longer than 30 yards, so I was 
going to have to be patient. 


THERE'S ONE! 

Just as we got back to the car I 
was looking around with the new 
SIG binoculars (see page 92) 
when I saw a squirrel digging 
furiously in a grassy clearing. I 
grabbed the rifle and filled the 
magazine, and planned a route 
- behind a shed, then behind a log 
pile, and finally slithering up to an 
inverted boat that had been pulled 
ashore. As I peeped over the bow, 
the squirrel was still hard at work 
burying nuts, having no idea it was 
being watched. Slipping the safety 
off, I found the squirrel’s busy 
head hard to get a bead on, so I 
resorted to a quiet squeak from 
my pursed lips to gain its 
attention. As it finally became still, 
the heavy .22 found its mark and 
my supper was in the bag. 

I guess it was inevitable that 
SMK would enter the PCP 
market, and their first offering is a 
strong one. The price is good, the 
engineering and metal finish right 
up there, so all that remains to be 
seen is its durability in the field. 

As first attempts go, I say, well 
done! ■ 
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EXCLUSIVE UK DISTRIBUTCR FDR UfViaREX 
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New Waltber Rotex RMS LotharWalther barrel with choke, removable alurninium barrel weight with 1/2" UNF thread for attachment of a silencer, 
230 bar compressed tank, forearm completely chequered, manometer under the stock, manual safety, features a new matt black bottle. 


fni£w) 


TYPICAL SELLINO PRICE £419.99 



THE NEW WALTHER ROTEX RM8 

► B shot KP, with Walther-Lot ha r barrel c/w UNF threaded end 

► 200cc buddy-bottle with up to 180 fuH power shots 

P- Quick fill adaptor, and on-board pressure gauge with a beautiful Minelli stock 

► Available In ,1 77 or ,22 calibre 


Made, design^ and built In Germany 





WALTHER CENTURY^ 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE 

► Form-ftt and force-fit barrel iKking 

► Atuminium barrel weight with 1/2" UNF thread for anachment of a silencer 
Includes rifle scope 6x42 with parallax adjustment 


1 *■ l6joules 

1 9 Spfinig operated 

1 

F m 



► Easy to cock springer 

► ,177 & ^2 

► Ifijoulesfi, 7.5 joules 



BROWNING X-BLADE 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £179,99 

► Target rifl^ for precision shooting ► Polymer barrel sleeve protects from’' 

Sweat and increases grip Includes 
intendiangeable front sight Rear sight 
adjustable for windage & elevation 


WALTHER TERRUS - Synthetic stock 
TYPICAL SELLING PRICE |:3D».99 
ALSO AVAILABLE IN WOOD STOCK TYPICAL SELLING PRICE; £219,99 

P XT trigger - adjustable first stage travel 

► Adj'ustable micrometer sights with THUGLO' fiber optic sight r^l Tsl 
I 1^ Barrel with UNF thread for mourtting a silencer L * j L^J 

I ► Weight 71 b 





BROWNING M'BLADi 
TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £119.99 

► Target rifle for precision shooti ng ► 7.5 joules 

► lOm accuracy ► 990 mm long, 235Sg 

► Easy to cock sprirvger 

► Pof^er barrel sleeve protects from sweat and Increases grip 

► Rear sight adjustable for windage ft elevation 



I ^ rc 

I P-Rt 


TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £429,99 
P,177&,22 I fZ%i 

► Ifijoules Lp’O V MASTER PRO 

► Form-fit and force-fit barrel locking 

► Aluminium barrel weight with V2" UNF thread for 

L attachment of a silencer Butt plate adjustable for windage 
Si elevation 19950101 long, 36i70g 



[V][3] 


BROWNING X-BLADE HUNTER 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £299.99 

► , 1 77 & ,22 ► Polymer ba rrel sleeve protects from sweat and 

► 1 & joules & 7,S jou les increases g rip Rea r sig ht adj ustable for wi ndage 

► 5pri ng operated & elevation 1 1 00mm long, 3O40g. 
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Piston rif*gs made o1 
Inw-fniziicin synthefi'e mailnnsi 


Malch trigger unit 
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, Only models supplied by ARMEX^ar^ delivered with QRIOfNAL WALTHER LGV METAL TRIGGERS 


ALL MANUFACTURED 
IN GERM ANY 


yVRlVIEX 

Armex Ltd, Field Sports House, 1 1 Andover Street, Birmingham E5 5RG, UK 
1: 0121 648 4900 If: 0121 633 4990 1 e: 5ale5i3armex.co.uk 

n Vhir our O^dot Facebook fan page /usr search Armex ltd 

ivHnv.flrmex.co. uk 
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MAXUS KIT 

MAXUS WOOD TYPICAL 
SELLING PRICE £269.99 




MAXUS SYNTHETIC TYPICAL 


SELLING PRICE £259.99 


.22 & .1 77 full power Walther 
Terrus break barrel spring rifle 
in wood or synthetic stock 
whh ergonomic fore-end, XT 
Trigger, adjustable first-stage 
travel complete with super 
quiet moderator and 3-9x40 
Scope, 



BLACKOUT KIT 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £199.99 

► Hammerli 800 Carbine .22 full power 14^ barrel 

► Backdraft silencer 

► Adapter 

► Scope 3-9x40 



HAMMERLI 850 
AIRMAGNUMXT 

8-shoi bolt action 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £399.99 

The XT Kit comes with a variety of accessory 
items for ambitious leisure time shooters; rifle 
scope Walther 3-9x40, universally adjustable 
bi-podrand silencer, 


NEW WALTHER ROTEX RMS PCP NKr,dibte..i»im imm availability 

With black polymer coated wood stock 

TYPICAL SELLING PRICE £5S8.Q0 



► Rotex Black Polymer coated kit 

► Kit made up at Armex- an award-winning 
Walther Rotex RMS in .1 77 or ,22 with a Fatboy 
Backdraft moderator, 3-9x40 scope 

► Armex Force One gunbag. 






A.RDVIEX"' 

Armex Ltd, Field Sports House, 1 1 Andover Street, Birminghann B5 5RG, UK 

bOm 643 4900 1 f; Dl2l 633 4990 I e: sales@armex.ca.uk 

Visit our Offidai Facebook fon page just search Armex ltd 

www.armex.co.uk 



BEFETTA 


A ^^BrowninG Miii HXMMEld yW 




MAKAROV (P&RRSCTR) ©RUCiER Sinflh£\l^sj^in~ @TJ 


QUALITY^ BRAND * INNOVATION 




trophies at every Jevel in 
cempe^itron and he's made a 
forensic study of the effect of wind 
on his shootings because shooters 
like Tim have an incredible desire 
to win and to coniml whafs in 
front of them during the course of 
every cornpeUlion. 

ThaVs Ihe thing about the wind, 
tfiDoghrlt just cannot be 
cantrolled, like peiiet quality or 


il i'JCting technique^ or any of the 
'mechanical' influences on our 
shooting. We can't control the 
wind, ifs the mcKt variable of the 
factoj^ that control our success in 
the field, but we can do plenty of 
thmgs to understand its effect and 
to work with it, rather than against 
rti and against ourselves. Ves. 
another of my many mapr 
discoveries is that we can learn to 
knqw the wind and by so doing, 
get on behhf terms with It 

WIND AS OUR FRIEND 
I ViS^tio become an efficient 
huntern so the wind has two major 
roles In my sporting ttfa. first. Jl . 
will m w my_ pel iete , and . - ■ * 

somelirp^s me, around, and thaf^ 
something i'll be dedtcating the 
rest sf my life to working put. 
Second, the wind will carry my 
scent and somejpfihe noise I 
make, in the field. Whether that 
- scent anci-noise is carried toward 
or away from my quarry, is entirely 
up to me, save for the occasional 
sneaky change In wind cflnBction. 
So, even Wtthi^his never-ending 
subject, therefe an elemsnt of rt 


Always give the wind (esii to UF^e 
agsins[ you Sy nor smothering 
yourseh m after-shave and 
pungenf-deodorant before you 
gn hunllng. A erf of si:<^nT-tmn 
undemrrrrmi(-on wiil stop you 
smeliing like a polecat in the 
field, but the latest designer 
pongs ere definitely out OK? 


I already know that learning to 
shout will be a riever-ending 
lesson and that I'lf still be learning 
no matter how long I study this 
wondefful sporT.n'hat's ^ust a tact 
of our shbofihg (Ives, and ifs 
something, w^1l all have to accept 
and try to learn as much as we 
can abngthe way. I've also 
feallsed thab within the sport, 
there are some subjects thac 


cannot be tuily learned, and Tm 
going to try to deal with one of 
those this month. 

WIND - KNOWLEDGE AND 
EFFECT 

Like many of you, I’ve been 
reading Tim Finley's brilliant series 
on predicting the effects wind on 
pellets and how lo conripejisale for 
that. Tim has won hundreds of* 
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AIRGUN STUDENT 



he wind in your face. 


It's the^ld 'effort equals reward' thing 


that I can get some real control ^ 
over, and all it takes is a little 
thought and planning. This month, 
I’ll deal with using the wind to 
mask our approach to quarry, and 
next time out. I’ll cover the ways 
I’ve found that help to either 
predict or reduce the effect wind 
has on my pellets. 

FACE-FIRST FORWARD 

You’ll have read as many times as 
I have the simple instruction to 
‘keep the wind in your face as you 
head toward your quarry’. That’s 
great advice, but it has one major 
flaw; it’s usually impossible to do 
it.ln the real world, as I’ve been 
finding out these past few months, 
the rabbits I’m trying to stalk rarely 
provide a. nice, straight, 
convenient, downwind approach 
route between them and me. 

Every time so far. I’ve checked 
the direction of the prevailing 
wind, or more usually ‘breeze’, 
and once I’ve set my face against ^ 
it to work nut my approach, there 
are all sorts of problems queuing 
up ahead. Sometimes the space 


between me and the rabbit is flat, 
featureless, and without a sprig of 
natural cover, and at other times I 
can face an assault course of 
hedges, ditches, detours and 
obstacles designed to make a 
stalk impossible. The one 
controlling fact is, you’re better off 
stalking twice the distance to keep 
the wind in your face, than risking 
the shorter, more convenient, 
option. It’s the old ‘effort equals 
reward’ thing, that applies to all of 
our shooting. 

PLAN THAT ROUTE 

After so much trial and far too 
much error. I’ve got a system 
sorted that works really well for me 
now, and while I fully expect to be 
refining it for at least a couple of 
decades, it’s a great basis for niy; 
stalking., Here’s what I do: / 

, From the moment^ I arrive at my 
shoot. I’m ‘looking’ for the 
direction of the prevailing wind. By 
‘prevailing’ I mean the ‘most 
regular’ wind that blows across the 
land I’m on. This'is .vital because it 


will dictate everything I do, so I 
study the trees and foliage in the 
distance and see how they’re 
moving, and I watch any incoming 
birds, especially woodpigeons, 
because they prefer to land into 
the wind rather than with it. At this 
time of year, falling leaves are a 
great way of working out wind 
direction. Once I’ve decided where 
the wind is mainly coming from, I 
can decide on how I’ll check out 
the known quarry hotspots whilst 
keeping my initial approach 
downwind of these. 

2 . Once I’ve spotted my quarry, the 
first thing I do is stop, hide, and 
work out my stalking route, always"’' 
with the wind very much in my 
thoughts. Instead of plotting a route 
to the rabbit. I’ll work out how I can 
best get to the nearest natural 
screen, say a bush, or fallen tree, . 
or even a tussock of grass, ■ 
anything .that will mask my 
approach better than opeaground. 
If there’s no cover at all, then it’s a 
case of an ultra-slo-mo’ belly-crawl, 
or passing up the stalk - and I 


never pass up a stalk, because^^^ 
know I’ll learn something even if I 
spook the rabbit. 

-f Then, it’s a matter of moving as 
low and as slowly as I can 
manage, gaining each concealing 
feature ahead, until I’m in range 
and ready to take the shot. My 
maximum range in the field, from 
a fully-rested, stance in calm 
conditions is 35 yards, provided 
I’m absolutely certain about the 
range. If I can’t get that close, and 
preferably closer, I don’t take the 
shot. Again, though. I’ll always 
have a go at getting closer, 
because at this stage my $hooting 
is about learning, and I know I’ll' 
learn so much each time I try. 

FINAL NOTES 

Look for the signs of wind at alf ' 
times, and be aware that its 
direction can change, ihhat 
change is long-term, then change 
your approach plans with’ it. Above 
all, decide that you’ll learn to know 
the wind as best you possibly can, ■■ 
becausejt can be a good friend, 
not just the ultimate foe. ■’ 
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regulated 


1861 


Comes in .177 .22 or ^5 calibre with up to 225 shots per 
FAC and Left Handed versions also available. 


Available with Bull Barrel, VC^qr Super Carbine barrel 


RIO MK2 Black Edition VC 






R10 MK2 Woodland Super Carbine 


R10 MK2 Black Pepper Super Carbine 





RIO MK2 Walnut Bull Barrel 


Walnut, Woodland, Black Pepper [NEW] or Black Edition Stocks 
.177, .22 or .25 calibre 

VC or Bull Barrel version with right or left hand options 
Fully regulated PCP rifle with detachable Buddy Bottle system 


Delivers up to 225 shots per fill 
Pressure guage and on-rifle quick fill system 
Enhanced 2 stage trigger function 
Adjustable butt pad & self actuating magazine 


visit US on facebook at 


/BSA Guns UK Ltd Official 


www.bsaguns.co.uk 


BASC 
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KYNOCHSWFT 


In part one John Milewski reveals this little known gem 


W hen collectors think of 
Kynoch, they tend to focus 
on the ammunition branded 
under this name. The company 
was established by Scotsman, 
George Kynoch, in 1862, when 
he acquired Pursall & Phillips of 
Whittall Street, in Birmingham. 

By 1882, the company’s Lion 
Works had grown to such an 
extent that it had become the 
second-largest ammunition plant 
within Great Britain. 

Further land was acquired at 
Witton in the late 1880s, and 
after the company obtained 
Limited status, George Kynoch 
resigned following disputes with 
the board of directors and died 
in self-imposed exile in South 
Africa in 1891. Kynoch remains 
a fascinating character to study, 
from his entrepreneurial skills to 


a political career as a Member of 
Parliament. 

Following Kynoch’s departure, 
the company continued to 
prosper and were among the first 
manufacturers of the waisted 
airgun pellet, as we know it 
today. When BSA air rifles were 
first made in 1905, BSA 
handbooks recommended 
exclusive use of the .177 Kynoch 
Match slug, which was 
obtainable through BSA dealers 
at a cost of Is 6d per 1000. 
Before long, Witton pellets were 
offered by Kynoch and were the 
predecessor of the legendary 
‘Wasp’ pellets, later made by 
Eley. 

Kynoch’s one and only 
As well as airgun pellets, Kynoch 
also sold an air rifle under the 


‘Swift’ name. As ammunition 
manufacturers, the rifle may not 
have been made at Kynoch’s 
own factories, but was more 
likely made for them elsewhere. 
Quite where it was made remains 
a mystery, but we do know that 
the Swift was patented by George 
Flookham and Edward Jones. 

The patents were applied for in 
1906, under patent numbers 
11557 and 13716 respectively, 
and were both accepted in 1907. 

The Kynoch Swift was 
reviewed in Arms And Explosives 
(AAE) - a trade journal - in 
January 1908, which 
acknowledged the success that 
the company’s air rifle pellet had 
enjoyed since placed on the 
market some years previously. It 
therefore came as no surprise 

irTr- 



then, that Kynoch introduced an 
air rifle to complement their 
range of waisted air rifle pellets. I 
will refer to the AAE review 
throughout this study of the 
Swift, and compare the journal’s 
findings with my own, which are 
based on a surviving .25 calibre 
Swift, serial numbered 736. 

Break-barrel paranoia 
Back in 1906, there was almost 
paranoia over break-barrel air 
rifles and their poorer breech 
lock-up, particularly when 
compared to the fixed-barrel 
Lincoln Jeffries/BSA, which had 
been introduced a year earlier. 
Break-barrel air rifles were 
considered to be inferior 
because it was difficult to seal 
the breech whilst preventing 
wobble and wear in this area. )> 


The unmistakable lines of the Kynoch Swift. 
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SIRMINGHAM 

ENGLAND 


Kynoch’s Witton pellet was named 
after a factory’s location and was the 
forerunner of the Eley Wasp. Image 
courtesy of Tim Dyson. 


The Swift addressed breech 
sturdiness in two ways; firstly, 
the most apparent visible feature 
of the Swift is the substantial 
breech lock-up, which is covered 
by patent no 11557. The whole 
breech area looks massive, and 
two sprung breech jaws, one on 
each side, firmly lock the action 
shut when in the closed position. 
The engaging surfaces of the 
jaws and grooved breech surface 
are sloped, to allow their easy 
release when being cocked, and 
firm engagement when closed. 

The second patented attempt 
(13716) to achieve an airtight 
joint was internal and can only 
be examined when the barrel is 
broken for cocking. The breech 
end of the barrel protrudes 


tightness of the breech is 
secured by coning the entry to 
the barrel and providing on the 
face of the body a projecting 
brass disc with rings and other 
arrangements for securing an 
airtight joint”. The review rifle is 
fitted with a leather washer in 
place of the coned brass disc 
and this serves well enough to 
seal the joint satisfactorily. 

Over-engineered? 

The whole breech area looks 
over-engineered, and despite the 
sturdiness of the breech jaws, they 
are more prone to wear than a 
contemporary Britannia air rifle, 
for example, which uses a 
self-compensating breech and 
Webley-style stirrup catch. 
Breaking the barrel to cock the 
Swift is not difficult, and on No. 
736, the cocking stroke became 
harder the more the rifle was 
compressed. With an 18%in 
barrel, cocking the Swift is not 
overly difficult, either, and the rifle 
cocks when the stroke exceeds a 
little over 90 degrees. 

A trigger-adjusting screw was 
originally fitted horizontally in front of 
the trigger block, but its head 
protruded to the extent that it fouled 
the cocking stroke. In fact, the 
clearance between the front of the 





"It is believed that not many more 
than 1000 Swifts have been produced” 


slightly from the breech and this 
protrusion engages with the 
leather breech seal located at 
the transfer port end of the 
breech. The two components 
mate together and a reasonably 
airtight joint is the result. As the 
AAE review pointed out, “the air 


trigger block and the rear of the 
cocking lever is only around in, and 
it is difficult to see how a trigger 
adjuster can work adequately within 
such a small space. 

It is believed that not many more 
than 1000 Swifts have been 
produced and the rifle is a desirable 


collector’s item today. In the next 
issue, we shall take a detailed look 
at the Swift’s other characteristics 



The inside of the cocking iever is 
aiso stamped with the rifie’s 
number, and originai parts 
shouid match. 


and move on to the test range in 
order to put No. 736 through its 
paces. ■ 


The top of the cyiinder is 
stamped KYNOCH LiMiTED 
PATENT. 
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Highland Dutdaors are proud to announr^E the official rolEasE of thn 

BRAND NEW SIG SAUER CD2 AIR RIFLES 

/ffi^^HIGHLAND 

OUTDOORS 

www.highfandoutdoors.co.uk 

AVAILABLE LATE DECEMBER 2015 



BLACK 

.177 and 22 Calibre 


FDE 

.177 and .22 Calibre 
Fittad vuith SIG 1-4x24 Scnpa 


.AIR RIFLES IC02I 

^MCX* 


.177 cal up to 75D fps 
.22 cal up to 525 fps 


“ Calibres: .177 B .22 [Pellet OniyJ 

-CD2[8Bgr/gDgr] 

■ Semi-a-utD 

“ Metal Hausing 
’ 30 Round Magazine - Roto 
^elt Mag J Patented design! 

■ Integral Weaver/Picatinny 
Optics Rsil and Accessory Rail 



' Fllp-up Front and Rear Sights 

* Adjustable Front Sight 

* Adjustable Rear Sight 

' Life Tested 15,0DD Shots 
iCiuaranteedI 


MrrIpi 

i^m 

SRP 

M[:XAIR.177^LAQ< 

SSAGRMCXBIT? 

£29£fle 

MO AIR 22-BLACK 

SBAORMOB22 

£23e^ 

MD<AIR.177-FDE 

S5AGRMCKFDKT77 

E3an.39 

MD(AIR22-FDE 

SBAGiRMD<FDES22 

ogD.g9 




BLACK 

.t77 and .22 Calibre 


FDE 

.177 and. 22 Calibre 
Fitted with SIG 20R Red Dot 


MPXAIR22-FDE 


5SAGRMPXFDERD22 


£36139 


.AIR RIFLES ICD2I 

^MPX* 

,177 cal up to 500 fps 
.22 cal up to 475 fps 


- Calibres: .177 & 22 [Pellet Dniyl 

* CD2 [dfl gr / 90 gr] 

■ Sami-aLJtn 

’ Metal Housing 

* 30 Raund Magazine - Rotn 
Belt Mag 1 Patented Designl 

’ Integral Weave r/Picatinny 
Optics Rail and Accessory Rail 


^Tactical Foregrip 
» Flip"LJp Front and rear Bights 
' Adjustable Front Sight 
» Adjustable Rear Sight 
► Life Tested 15,aDa Shots 
I Guaranteed] 


Model 

liein 

SRP 

MPXAIR.W-SLACK 

S5AGRMPX0177 

E261S3 

MPX AIR 22 BLACK 

SBAGRMPX022 

£2^99 

MSiATR.t77-FDE 

SBAGRMWDERDW 

Ssigg 


AIR RIFLES 

^MAGAZINE 

MCX/MPX- *77 

i. f77 1 S.'^.inwIR.: • 

Sig SauEF MagiazmE to^urt MCX /MPX iir 
RIPlf!. :]□ ahel uriilt 3 tiifltfi 

SRP 

E43.33 



AIR RIFLES 

^MAGAZINE 

MCK.'MPX- 177 

Big SauEr h^agsiBire'tfi suit MCX/iMPX (w 
RiHl, ZD lahQt With 3 bcltsi. 

SRP 

£4399 
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You Tube 


.HIGHLAND 

OUTD(?ORS 

www.h I gh lardoiiti(ldOr$^C:0> bk 


Find exduewE ntfErs B announcemEnts at; 

vvww.youtube.com/highlaniioutdoorstv 


Fmi ExdusfVB affEPE annauncErnants, at 

www.f a cebnDk.com/hightandautdoQrs 


Trade Enquiries 

Ph: 0845 099 0252 | sales#highlandoutdoors*co.uk 


^SAUER 





GUN REPAIR 


Marked bends in barrels are visually apparent, 
especially if you turn the rifle on its side and look 
along the top of the cylinder. 


Jim investigates an unusual case involving an HW77 
fitted with an aftermarket mainspring 


P eople who use springers with 
open sights are very much in 
the minority these days, although 
where I live in Worcestershire 
there is a thriving bell target 
league - the Lord Ednam, which is 
the only airgun league to use open 
sights, rather than dioptre (or 
‘peep’) sights, so open-sighted 
spring rifle shooters are not quite 
the minority they are elsewhere. 
When the HW77 was launched, it 
found immediate favour for bell 
target due to its low recoil, and 
today that and the TX200 - 
retrospectively fitted with open 
sights - seem the most popular 
rifles. The sport is shot over just 
six yards, so when I read a thread 
on an Internet forum in which the 
owner was unable to sight in a 
new HW77 at six yards, because it 
shot high, it was obvious that 
something was amiss, so I offered 
to take a look. 

The rifle in question was new, 
but had been supplied fitted with 
an aftermarket spring, and 
suspicion fell on the spring as the 


cause of the problem. Some 
aftermarket springs are stiffer and 
longer than the factory originals, 
so they drive the piston rather 
more quickly, increasing recoil 
velocity. In itself, that is not 
necessarily a problem, but 
coupled with auto-ignition, which 
is not uncommon in brand-new 
springers, it can lead to the pellet 
exiting the muzzle early in the 
surge stage of the recoil cycle, 
with the result that the rifle shoots 
a little higher than it might. 

TESTING 

The cocking effort was not high, 
which was a surprise, and the shot 
cycle felt right for an HW77, so I 
measured the recoil and plotted 
the pellet exit and again, 
everything seemed perfectly 
normal. 

There’s a box stuffed with rags 
in my workshop that I use to catch 
pellets when cycling them though 
an action, and it is around three 
yards from the muzzle. With the 
rear sight at its lowest setting, the 


rifle was pretty well sighted in at 
three yards, which means that the 
pellet was climbing just under an 
inch to meet the sight line, so little 
wonder that it was shooting high at 
six yards. 

When coming up against this 
sort of problem, it’s always a good 
move to leave it and do something 


else for a while, and the solution 
often pops into your head out of 
the blue. The owner of the rifle 
had never seen an HFT course, so 
we took a break from testing and 
drove to the Nomads grounds, 
where I and other members had 
been setting the course for the 
club’s opening shoot the following 
day, and I introduced the rifle’s 
owner to the members and 
explained the problem. Quick as a 
flash, my friend, Ian Sheppard, 


"straightening a barrei, and which 
is most suitabie wili depend on 
the rifie" 
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invaria 


use a straight edge to establish where the bend is, which is almost 


^at the rea 


The splash plate of my lathe makes a good straight 
edge to check for cylinder/barrel alignment. 


diagnosed a bent barrel. 

WOOD AND TREES 

Before I started measuring, and 
getting utterly absorbed in the 
physics of the springer shot cycle, 
my first thought would have been 
that the HW77’s barrel was bent, 
and the old saying about not being 
able to see the wood for the trees 
would be entirely appropriate. 

The only test that’s needed to 
check for a bent barrel is to lay a 
straight edge along the top of the 
cylinder so that it protrudes over 
the barrel and any bend is 
immediately apparent - thinking 
about it, even laying the rifle on its 
side and looking along the top of 
the cylinder would have been 
sufficient. A subsequent check 
revealed that the barrel was not 
bent, but I thought it would be 
worth taking a look at the options 
for those unfortunate enough to 
have an airgun with a bent barrel. 

How barrels become bent 
In the case of break-barrels, the 
most common cause of bent 
barrels is the rifle discharging 
while the barrel is broken (open), 
which causes the barrel to swing 
violently shut, its momentum 


being enough to bend it uphill. 
With underlever rifles, it’s the 
same process, but with the lever 
swinging violently into the foresight 
unit, sometimes fracturing it, and 
bending the barrel upward. 

If you encounter a break-barrel 
with the barrel bent downward, 
that is normally the result of the 
rifle being fitted with a mainspring 
that’s so close to being coil bound 
at full compression that a lot of 
force is needed to push the piston 
back far enough for the sears to 
engage. 

Most break-barrels with open 
sights have the rear sight mounted 
on the breech block, so that no 
matter which way the barrel is 
bent, the sights are always 
pointing in the same direction, so 
a slight bend in the barrel is not 
necessarily a huge problem. The 
HW77 rear sight, though, is 
mounted on the cylinder scope 
grooves, so if the barrel is bent, 
the sights no longer point in the 
same direction, and you have got 
a problem. The same is true, of 
course, if the rifle is used with a 
scope, although there is enough 
adjustment in most scopes to 
accommodate a moderate upward 



www.airgunshooting.co.uk | AIRGUN WORLD | 39 










GUN REPAIR 


bend in the barrel, so whether the 
barrel needs straightening or not 
will depend on how badly it’s bent. 

REMEDY 

A new HW77 barrel costs over 
£100, and both removing the old 
barrel and fitting the new one are 
specialist tasks beyond the 
average tinkerer, and not cheap to 
have done professionally. The 
alternative is to straighten the 
barrel which, even though it might 
not end up perfectly straight, nor 
perfectly in alignment with the 
cylinder, will be a lot closer to 
being straight and aligned, and 
can turn a scrap barrel into a 
useful one. 

Straightening a break-barrel, is 
fairly easy, because you can 
remove it from the rifle and clamp 
the breech block in padded vice 
jaws, then use a steel tube over 
the barrel to give the necessary 
leverage. The beauty of using a 
steel tube as a lever is that you 
can position the end immediately 
to one side of the bend in the 
barrel, so you concentrate the 
force on the bent section. 
Straightening an underlever is not 
so simple, though. 

First, use a straight edge to 
establish where the bend is, which 
is almost invariably right at the 
rear where the barrel enters the 
breech block. There is more than 
one way of straightening a barrel, 
and which is most suitable will 
depend on the rifle, and the 
positioning of the bend. 

The best method is to support it 
each side of the bend whilst 
applying a force somewhere in 
between, depending on where the 
bend is, to bend the barrel back to 
where it should be. The supports 
can be hardwood Vee blocks, and 
the force would ideally be a 
manual screw press -which 
manufacturers use to straighten 
barrels - a large vice, or an 
hydraulic press; it could be your 
own weight or a blow from a 
cushioned mallet, and in the two 
latter instances, starting with a 
very low force, checking, and 



increasing the force little by little 
until the barrel starts to bend. 
Using brute force and leverage 
sounds very crude, but it works. 

If you have a robust vice firmly 
fixed to a sturdy bench, you could 
in theory, straighten a fixed barrel 
by holding it in suitably padded 


vice jaws and using the action as a 
lever, but I cannot recommend it, 
because it risks placing too much 
strain on the thin, threaded end of 
the outer cylinder. 

If you have a barrel that is 
effectively scrap because it’s bent, 
you have nothing to lose by 


attempting to straighten it yourself. 
People who have straightened a 
few barrels get a ‘feel’ for it, and 
the more you do, the easier it 
becomes, but if you don’t fancy 
tackling the job yourself, any 
competent gunsmith will be able 
to do the job for you ■ 



A four-foot length of 
box section steel 
provides more than 
enough force to . 
straighten a barreli£ 
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Why tie-up a rifle with a dedicated night 
vision device when you can convert your 
day scope into a night vision scope with 
the new ATOM? 

This compact and lightweight scope add 
-on fits onto the back of your scope to 
give it night vision capability. 


01535 611688 

EMAIL info@nightnnaster.co.uk 
VISIT www.nightmaster.co.uk 


TIME TO 



RRP £165 
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Extended fore-end 
Stylish Muzzle brake 
Lightweight synthetic tactical stock 
Automatic in-guard safety catch 
Complete with CenterPoint 4x32 scope 

Ergonomic fit including straightline butt and 
dropdown pistol grip 


Distributed to the trade by: 

ASI, Alliance House, Snape, Saxmundham, Suffolk IP17 1SW 


Tel: 01728 688555 Fax: 01728 688950 
E: info@a-s-i.co.uk 
W: www.a-s-i.co.uk ^ 


Grosman*' 







The metal rail made a stable rest 


N ow that winter is almost upon 
us, I will be spending most of 
my time either ratting or on 
farmyard forays, with the odd 
lamping session, of course. As you 
all know, I love spending time 
around the farmyards with my 
trusty Air Arms Ultimate Sporter. 

Its accuracy is second to none, in 
my opinion; no doubt all modern 
air-rifles would outshoot us, but 
there’s something special about 
the Ultimate Sporter. Firstly, it’s 
slightly on the heavy side, but 
perfectly balanced on aim, the 


weight is spread perfectly 
throughout its length, and all this 
contributes to a perfectly straight 
shooter, in my eyes. I like having a 
bit of weight because it helps to 
keep the wobbles at bay for my 
standing shots, as opposed to 
having a lighter rifle. 

Farmyard forays really get me 
going. They offer an array of 


opportunities for 
the air-rifle hunter, 
and if you plan 
ahead, you won’t go without a 
chance of a shot. Be sure to use 
every available cover that’s on 
offer, but make sure it’s OK with 
your farmer before making 
adjustments to the yard to favour 
your shooting. I would love one of 


In winter time, the farmyards and 
grain stores get attacked by 
corvids and pigeons” 


those one-man, pop-up hides that 
have a comfortable fishing chair 
attached inside. Maybe I will pick 
one up one day - 1 could do with 
the mobile approach it offers 
around the yard or in the stubble 
fields when decoying; the 
possibilities are endless for your 
hunting tactics. 

FINDING FOOD 

In winter time, the farmyards and 
grain stores get attacked by 
corvids and pigeons as their 


natural food sources diminish out 
on the stubble or in the 
woodlands. Crows will feed on 
anything from road-kill to your old, 
chucked out food waste. They’re 
known disease carriers because 
they pick up germs on their feet 
from sewage waste, or from landfill 
sites, and then they’ll visit your 
backyard and spread disease to 
your household by landing on 
garden toys or furniture. It’s not 
nice, but this situation often gets 
overlooked. As a licensed pest 
controller. I’ve had to learn about 
all pest species in detail. 

Corvids are a big danger to our 
songbird population as well, 
because they raid the nests and 
take eggs and chicks. I’ve 
witnessed this many a time when 
I’m out in a hide; they will swoop 
from above and kill small birds, 
using their large, sharp beaks to 
pierce through the chest cavity of 
a blackbird. It’s sad to witness, but 
it happens. This is one of the )) 
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I really like my new binoculars. 


"I decided to take the shot from this distance 
because waiting for corvids to present a better 
chance rarely happens” 


reasons that I’m proud to be an air 
rifle hunter. Air rifles have many a 
good use and are safe to use 
around farmyards and 
outbuildings, as opposed to 
shotguns. Our country is full of 
hard-working conservationists who 
protect our wildlife and manage 
the countryside, and each and 


every hunter who uses an air rifle 
safely and follows the code of 
conduct, is a massive part of this, 
for sure. 

So this month’s feature brings 
me to the farmyard to clear up 
some troublesome corvids that are 
causing a nuisance. The crows 
here are actually attacking the 


farm, but to the right is a rented 
bungalow - only about 30 yards 
away. The occupants have 
stressed that the crows are all over 
their garden area in the mornings, 
so I had a plan straight away for 
this one. I decided to put a 
wooden bird feeder strapped to a 
post in the yard itself, then with a 
few visits for about a week prior to 
shooting, to bait the feeder with 
grain and maize - and some rabbit 
intestines, just to get their taste 
buds going. 

AMBUSH 

My ambush point was no more 
than 23 yards away from the 
feeder - 1 used my Bushnell range 
finding binoculars to find out. So 
with that done, all I had to do was 
put some of my Jack Pyke hide 
netting over an open window in 
the outbuilding where I planned to 
be on ambush for the session. 

Over the next five days, I baited 
and logged down how things were 
going. On some visits, I merely sat 
in the car with my binos, watching 




how the crows swooped and 
dive-bombed around the feeder, 
and there were jackdaws and 
pigeons present, too. This was all 
going to plan, for sure, and I 
couldn’t wait to see how many I 
could bag, because all this looked 
promising. I planned an early visit 
for the Monday morning, but I 
would have to roll out of the sack 
at least an hour before daybreak 
to get into my farmyard hide 
before the corvids turned up. 

Monday arrived. I got to the 
farm around Sam, checked and 
loaded my 10-shot magazines 
prior to settling into my ambush 
spot. My camouflage choice for 
the day was Jack Pyke’s English 
Oak pattern, my preferred choice 
for winter, and I was also sporting 
my new gilet in the oak pattern. I 
like this because it keeps my body 
warm whilst offering full movement 
when shooting in confined spaces. 

I quickly whipped on my head 
net and neoprene gloves and 
climbed into position 'Right then, 
crows - let’s be having you’ I 
thought. I’m always fired up when 
tackling avian quarry; they bring a 
testing challenge to the air rifle 
hunter, and I like to push the 
boundaries every time I’m out; 
after all, we don’t improve without 



EVERYDAY HUNTER 



trial and error and learning from it. 
Even though I have been in this 
business 26 long years, I’m still as 
hungry as in the early days of my 
career. 

DAWN BREAKS 

The skyline was turning blue as 
the dawn was breaking, so it 
wouldn’t be long before the crows 
got here, for sure. Crows are 
always hard at it; they’re the last 
into roost and the first out of it, 
and they spend every minute of 
the day doing what they do best - 
being a menace and causing 
havoc from one place to another. 

Twenty minutes passed as the 
sun rose slowly on the horizon, 
and my first chance of the 
morning presented itself. It was a 
jackdaw that perched straight on 
the bird-table feeder. I took aim 
carefully and cautiously, as I 
always do for the first of the 
session, because a miss at this 
stage knocks the old confidence a 


bit. I then pressed through the two 
stages of the Ultimate’s trigger, 
steadied my breathing and let fly 
my first Air Arms rocket of the 
morning. The shot connected 
superbly and I watched through 
my Bushnell scope, as the bird 
toppled off the feeder to the floor. 

I was pleased with that shot 
and, as you probably noticed, I 
watched the shot through the 
scope as it happened. Follow- 
through is an important factor in 
shooting - without it you could 
break your shot, so try to maintain 
aim even after the shot has left 
your barrel. Do this and your 
shooting will improve, I assure 
you. 

It wasn’t long before another 
chance cropped up in the form of 
a collared dove. I’m here for pest 
control and these birds are a 
farmyard menace. Collared doves 
raid the grain stores of most farms 
and can be a major agricultural 
pest. I placed my Multi X cross 



hair on its bonce and let off 
another pellet to its mark. The bird 
crashed to the ground and with a 
few last twitches of its wings, it 
was confirmed stone dead. As the 
morning went on I added a bonus 
woodpigeon to the bag and this 
will be definitely be welcomed for 
the dinner table. 

I waited for at least 30 minutes 
until my next chance presented 


jumped out to collect the bird, 
because I didn’t want it to disturb 
any more incoming corvids. 

Within the next hour, I added 
three more jackdaws because I 
had a bit of frenzy to contend with, 
but after that it settled down and I 
collected my fallen quarry. Then 
yet another large crow pitched 
onto the feeder - what a session I 
was having! I took aim, but this 


"Follow-through is an important 
factor in shooting - without it you 
could break your shot" 


itself. Quite a large crow landed on 
the barn roof some 35 yards away 
from my position, and I decided to 
take the shot from this distance 
because waiting for corvids to 
present a better chance rarely 
happens. I carefully moved slightly 
to the right to take aim, raising the 
cross hair just a smidgen to 
compensate for the extra five 
yards from my zero. I released the 
shot to its destination and it was a 
good one, for sure, because the 
crow slammed to the floor with 
just a few final twitches. I quickly 


one was staring right at the hide 
net and offering me little chance 
of a clean shot to the head. 
Luckily, the it shifted its head just 
a tad, offering me a path to its 
brain through the side of its beak, 
towards its eye. I pressed through 
trigger and sent another pellet on 
its way. Thwack! Wow! What a 
beauty of a shot that was! The 
sound of the impact was loud on 
that one as the crow smashed to 
the ground stone dead. 

Well I’m out of space yet again 
for this month, so safe hunting. ■ 
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FOLLOW-UP TESTS 


LARQINTT 

AT NIGHn 

In a double follow-up, the editor gives his verdict on the .25 
calibre Hatsan and the Nightmaster Atom 



W ell, what a splendid few 
weeks of discovery this has 
been and no mistake. New tricks 
coming at the old dog, left, right 
and usually centre, with much 
stored in my reference file for later 
use. So, a two-part follow-up, then, 
and with no space to lose, let’s get 
into the first part, the Hatsan 
BT65 RB-W. 



RANGE OF OPTIONS? 

First, this rifle, when fed the 
correct diet of .25 calibre pellets, 
will shoot as staraight as anything 
else out to 40 yards, because it’s a 
well-made, pre-charged 
pneumatic that comes with a 
consistent powerplant, a reliable 
two-stage trigger, and a high- 
quality barrel as standard. It also 
comes with an excellent adjustable 
stock, where the cheekpiece and 
butt pad can be altered to fit the 
shooter, and that’s a big deal. 



Whether it’s real vermin, 
targetised versions, or just plain 
targets, the big Hatsan can deliver 
seriously impressive performance. 


especially when head position is 
so vital, as when using ‘add on’ 
night-vision gear like the Atom. 

The restricting factor of this rifle, 
or more particularly its calibre at 
sub-12 ft. lbs. energies, is usable 
range. I found 25 yards to be my 
limit, although I must add that I 
didn’t ever feel the need to extend 
that range during the field trials I 
undertook. I used the .25 Hatsan 
against feral pigeon out to 20 
yards and rats at 15 yards or so, 
and at these ranges the main 



advantage of the bigger calibre 
was obvious to me. This rifle 
absolutely hammers rats, and 
drops ferals with a pleasingly 
clinical regularity, as the entire 
11.6 ft.lbs. of muzzle energy is 
used to the very best effect. 

POSSIBLE CONVERT 

I’m a .177 shooter of many years 
standing, but I’ve always used .22 
for specific short range rat and 
feral work, because I won’t have a 
problem with pellet drop-off at 
longer ranges, and I’m happy with 
the harder ‘hit’ and superior 
energy-transfer of the larger 
calibre. Well, I’m now able to 
conclude that a properly placed 
.25 does an even better job than a 
.22, when it comes to shutting 
down vermin like rats and feral 
pigeons. 

I still take both types of quarry 
with head shots, but the ‘switch-off 
is slightly more immediate, even on 
rats, whose nervous reaction to 
being shot can result in occasional 
protracted bouts of twitching. 
There’s noticeably less of this with 
a .25. Lefs leave the grisly 
mechanics there, shall we, save to 
say that I’ll be conducting more 
research into the short-to-medium 
range use of .25, with a view to 


SPECIFICATIONS 



Model: BT65 RB-W 
Manufacturer: Hatsan 
Country of origin: Turkey 
Price: £550 

Type: Pre-charged, multi-shot sporter 
Calibre:.22, .177. .25ontest 
Cocking: Bolt-action 

Loading: Via removable, rotary 9-shot 
magazine 

Trigger: 2-stage, adjustable 

Stock type: Ambidextrous, adjustable, 
walnut 

Weight: 4.6kg (9.7lbs), scoped as shown 
Length: 1080mm (42.5 ins) 

Barrel: 585mm (23ins) 

Fill pressure: 200 bar 
Shots per charge: 80 in .25 
Variation over 80 shots: 19 fps for .25 
on test 

Average energy: 11.6 ft.lbs. 

Contact: Edgar Brothers on 01625 613 
177 



RRP £550 
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possible conversion, who knows? 


NOT A GENERAL SPORTER 

One thing I’m sure of, is that a .25 
calibre, legal limit sporter will not 
replace the .177 as my general 
sporting air rifle of choice. The 
pellet-drop and subsequent 
requirement for absolutely perfect 
range prediction takes that option 
away from me in the real world of 
hunting where every shot must 
count. At high power, though; now 
we’re talking about a different 
animal entirely. 

Having shot a few 40 ft. lbs., .25 
calibre rifles, I can say beyond 
doubt that this makes a superb 
hunting rifle, and I’ll definitely be 
exploring that option, too. 


"I can identify targets perfectly out to 100 yards, 
and pick up eye-shine at around twice that range” 


VERDICT 

As a rat and feral rifle, the Hatsan 
BT65 RB-W in .25 calibre is a 
genuinely effective rifle, and I’d 
have full faith in it to extend its 
effectiveness in either FAC form, 
or in its .22 or .177 calibre, legal 
limit versions. That stock helps 
you maximise the potential of the 
high-performance Hatsan action. 
This rifle is reliable, consistent, 
superbly accurate, and affordable. 
It’s a full-sized, hefty, sporter, 
especially with an add-on night 
sight and silencer fitted, but now 
that I know what it can do. I’d 
have no hesitation in 
recommending you to add it to 
your shortlist. Try one - you could 
be as impressed as I am. 




VERDICT 

From what I’ve heard first-hand 
about Phil Hardman’s experience 
with the Nightmaster Atom and IP 
illuminator, it seems that he’s as 
excited as I am about the 
products, and he’ll be revealing all 
next month. For me. I’ve found 
something that can ease me in to 
the exciting world of night hunting, 
without overtaxing my non- 
technical brain. I’ve got so much 
more exploring to do, but I know 
I’m going to enjoy every minute of 
my nocturnal research. ■ 


like the star it undoubtedly is. 

EASY TO USE 

The first great advantage of the 
Atom is its ease of use, followed 
closely by its compact size and 
low weight, all wrapped up in the 
unit’s tremendous performance. 
You don’t have to don’t take my 
word for it, either, because Phil 
Hardman will be giving a full 
report on the Atom he’s been 
using far more than I’ve been able 
to during the past few weeks. 

During my time with the Atom 
and its IR illuminator partner. I’ve 
found both to be robust, reliable 


partnership, and they certainly 
can. The variable-intensity 800 IR 
1C really does provide the perfect 
conditions to let the Atom shine 


THE NIGHT MASTER ATOM 
AND THE NIGHT MASTER 
800-IR 1C 

This Atom night sight and its 
800-IR 1C infra-red illuminator 
companion really are what’s come 
to be known as ‘an item’. That 
means they go well together and 
can be viewed as a viable 


The ultimate Atom 
companion. 


SPECIFICATIONS 


^ M 

£ 499.95 

Night Master 800-IR 1C: £ 159.95 

Atom available as bundle deal with 
Night Master Venom Strike IR 
illuminator for £560 - with Venom 
Strike under half price at £60. 

Available in ail good gun shops. 
Contact: www.nightmaster.co.uk 


and extremely effective, and I 
particularly appreciated the fact 
that I can have both fitted and 
working inside three minutes. 

Personally, I’d prefer the IR 
illuminator to carry a tiny I.e.d. to 
indicate that it was switched on - 
the light it emits is invisible unless 
you’re looking through the Atom 
- and it wouldn’t hurt to have the 
same feature on the Atom itself, 
although it’s easy to tell if the night 
sight is switched on by the height 
of the switch. At its low point, the 
unit is on, and vice-versa. 
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01208 813651 

Gunshop Open 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Tue 7pm-9pm 
Sat 10.30am-1 2.30pm 



IAN HODGE 


Shooting & Fieldsports Supplies 


FREE DELIVERY 
ON ORDERS OVER 

£50 

Supplier of fieldsports accessories 
& equipment since 1991 


Ian Hodge Field Sports, Burlawn, Wadebridge, Cornwall. PL27 7LA 


CORNWALL'S ONE STOP GUN SHOP FOR 
SHOTGUNS, RIFLES & AIRGUNS 























JACK PYKE 
RIFLE BAG 

Large padded main section 
for rifle and sights. 

One large external pouch. 
Two smaller external 
pouches. 

Large zipped pocket. 

PRICE: £49.95 


AIGLE CHERBROOK BOOT 

Full grain leather upper with polyamide 
membrane MTD for waterproofness and 
breathability. Hard 
wearing rubber 
outsole. KHAKI 
SIZES 39-46. 

PRICE: 

£79.95 


CLULITE PRO SCANNER 
1000GUNLIGHT 


PRICE: 

£79.00 


PRICE: £29.95 


PRICE: £34.95 


CLULITE LONG RANGER 
LED PISTOL LIGHT 


The Long Ranger 
LED Pistol Light uses 
the latest CREE LED 
which produces 1200 
lumens with a 500m 
beam. 


PRICE: £45.00 


HAWKE 
LASER 
RANGE 
FINDER 
400M 
PRO 
Laser Range 
Finder, Carry Case, 
Wrist Strap & CR2 
Battery. 


PRICE: £145.00 


JACK PYKE COUNTRYMAN 
TROUSERS 

• Heavy duty cotton canvas 

• Reinforced with 600d 
waterproof Cxford cordura 
at the knee and seat 

• 2 Front upper pockets 

• 2 Cargo pockets with flaps 

• Rear zipped pockets 

PRICE: £46.00 


Constructed from aircraft 


grade alloy giving 
added protection 
and durability. 
Makes a great 
hand held torch. 


JACK PYKE RIFLE AND 
SIGHT SLIP 

Leather trim with padded lining sling & carry 
handles pouch will take gun with scope size 
25cm high x 125cm long 


KNOCKDOWN 
RABBIT TARGET 

Target can be set back 
up with a pull cord once 
the target is anchored to 
the ground. Heavy metal 
construction. Suitable 
for all power air rifles 
in any calibre. 

PRICE: £19.95 


BOX OF 20 
PIGEON DECOYS 


Great 
value pack 
of 20 whole 
bird pigeon 
decoys. 

PRICE: £49.00 


DERBY TWEED 
BODYWARMER 


DEBEN BARREL 
MOUNTED BIPOD 


Featuring a quick release barrel clamp, this 
bipod is ideally suited for spring airguns 
and also rifles where fixing a swivel 
stud is not 
possible. 


ALLEN 
WINDOW 
MOUNT 
BAG 

Allen Shoot’n Filled 
Window Mount Bag 
- Fits over window, 
fence or mirror. 

Ideal for Lamping 
out of vehicle. PRICE: £19.99 


BISLEYAIRGUN 
CLEANING KIT 

• .177 wool mop • .177 bronze wire brush 

• .22 wool mop • .22 bronze wire brush 

• Alloy handles with wood grip 

• Multi-fit pellet remover head 

• Suitable for air pistols 
and air rifles 

PRICE: 

£17.50 


PAPER 


CLUSON 

LED 

LAZERLITE 

The brightest 
and whitest 
LED hand 
held light 
available with 
an incredible 
beam. 


PRICE: £79.00 


BISLEY SCOPE MAXIMISER 


• Fits 98% of scopes 

• Improves shooting 

• Light weight 

PRICE: £19.95 


WILKINS PELLET POUCH 

Easy to access and silent, its button-down lid 
offers complete security, making it completely 
sealable while still offering easy access. 


PRICE: £27.00 


BLACKHAWK SPORTSTER 
TRAVERSE TRACK BIPOD 

Combining pivot and traverse functions 
with a time-tested bipod 
design, the Traverse 
Pivot Bipod is an 
industry first. 


BUFFALO RIVER MOBILE 
CLEANING CENTRE 


BUSHNELL TROPHY CAM 


HAWKE COMPACT 
BINOCUAR 


• Multi-coated optics 

• Lightweight 

• Fold down eye cups 

• Centre focus 

• Folds to pocket size 

• Carry case & neck 
strap 


PRICE: £19.95 


• Made from a high quality 
tweed fabric including 
60% wool mix. 


• Traditional and hard 


wearing Derby Tweed 

• Heavy duty 2 way zip 

• Colours: Sage & Dark Tweed 

• Sizes Small - 3XL £49.95 


SQUIRREL 

TARGET 

6.7 X 6.7 INCH 
17X17CM 


PRICE: 

£4.95 


PRICE: 

£85.00 


The unique design 
allows the Cleaning 
centre to be folded 
away into its box 
for easy storage 
or transport to the 
range or in the field 
when hunting. 


• 3, 5 or 6 MP high-quality 
full colour resolution 

• Day/night autosensor 

• External power 
compatible 

• Adjustable PIR 
(Lo/Med/High/Auto) 

• 0.8-second trig, speed 

PRICE: £149.00 


JACK PYKE 
HUNTERS JACKET 


JACK PYKE FIELDMAN 
WELLIES 


PULSAR QUANTUM 
XD19S 


Waterproof - Breathable - 
Noiseless Outer 
shell: 100% 
polyester 
brushed tricot with 
laminated membrane 
lining. 

PRICE: £69.95 


The new Pulsar XD19S Thermal Imager 
features a 50hz thermal core, combined with 
a full colour palette 
microbolometer, 
range finding 
reticle system 
and up to 500m 
detection range, price- £1,995.00 


Gusset with buckle fastening. 
Off track rubber sole with 
integral toe grip and kick 
heel. 3mm neoprene lining. 
Available in Green. 

Sizes: 6-12. 

PRICE: 

£69.95 


Tel: 01208 813 651 | Email: sales@ianhodgefieldsports.co.uk | www.ianhodgefieldsports.co.uk 





UMAREX BOYS CLUB 


LOWff' THE 
WILDUFEI 


Umarex Boy's Club stalwart, Paddy Egan, reviews a most 
unusual rifle 



“It is rather quirky and looks tike something from a 

1970s sci-fi movie“ 



I have always liked quirky and 
unorthodox airguns, and the 
Umarex Wildlife fits into that 
category quite easily. I have been 
looking for one of these for some 
time, but never oouid firtd one for 
sale, let abne actually It, and 
then one was broiight into my 
local gun shop, as a trade-iri, 
Solware immediately thought of 
me, gave me a call to see if I 
wanted it, and within hatf an hour 
I wa$ there - it also came with a 
very rare Hakko 4x40 Japanese 
scope! I was a very happy bunny. 
These rifles were sold in the 
mid - 1900s, when another variant 
was made, the Survival MXl, 
which had a compass, 
international Distress Signals, and 
a survival kit in the rear part ot the 
stock, amongst other things. I saw 
one in a cabinet at Uma rex's 
museum and that is another one 
on my wish list. 

LOOKING AT THE 
WILDLIFE 

So, back to the "Wildirfe rifle; As I 
said, it is rather quirky and looks 
like something from a 1970s soi-fi 
movie. At 4 kgs it is not too heavy, 
but it is not balanced centrally 
because the plastic rear shoulder 
part of the stock is hollow, so the 
weight is mainly at the front The 
stock is quite rigid and could take 
some punishment; the pistol grip 
has round 'bobbles' and the 
foregrip has horizontai “slits’ to 
improve grip and hold. The barrel 
looks more like a shotgun, with the 
rib on top; on one side is stamped 
'UMAREX cal 4.5mmt and on the 
other, 'Made in West Germany' 
which points to when Germany 
was divided into east and west. 

The front sight is fixed and 
surrounded by its shroud, whilst 
the rear sight has windage and 
elevation. There is a standard 
11mm raised dovetail that runs 
along the whole of the top action 
so It keeps its lines with the barrel 
ribbing, which I think is a nice 
touch. Once in the shoulder, it is 
surprisingly comfortable, and you 
get positive grip and quick sight 
alignment due to its straight top 
lines. 

BREAK‘BARREL 

The Wildlife is a break- barrel and 

it’s really easy to open. There is no 
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UMAREX BOYS CLUB 



"I had cans flying all over the place and it really 
reminded me of my youth” 


SPECIFICATIONS 


There is not much detail about these 
rifles and I contacted Umarex to see if I 
could get more information on it. Umarex 
kindly gave me the technical data: 

Technische Oaten: (Technical Data) 

Lieferbare Kaliber: (Available calibres) 

4,5mm/.177 

5,5 mm/.22 

Gesamtiange: (Overall length 960 mm 
Lauflange: (Barrel length) 246 mm 

Gewicht: .(Weight) 4,0 Kg (ohne 
Zielfernrohr) (without scope) 

Geschwindigkeit: (Velocity) 

Inder Version: (in the F 

version) 4,5 mm ~ 175 

m/s: 5,5 mm ~ 122 m/s 

I thought I’d keep the German, because it 
was made in West Germany. 


need to tap the end of the barrel to 
release it from its lock, like on 
some other rifles, but there is some 
effort needed to cock this rifle - or 
maybe I’m just out of practice. 
Once cocked, an automatic safety 
is engaged, situated on the 
left-hand side of the stock just 
above the trigger, and in keeping 
with the theme it is also large and 
chunky. To disengage the safety it 
is just a case of pushing it forward 
to make ready. 

The trigger isn’t a blade-type, but 


again, keeping with appearance it 
is a solid block, which goes into 
the pistol grip when the trigger is 
pulled. It is certainly not a 
match-grade unit, because the 
trigger travels rearward loosely 
until it picks up the pressure, and 
then lets the piston go quite 
sharply with an audible twang - 
and a noticeable, jumpy recoil. 

CAN-DO ATTITUDE 

I used our UBC Vintage 
Competition paper targets and 
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also went old-skool by putting 
some cans out. I started with open 
sights and a paper target, just to 
see where it was set at 6 yards. 
The grouping of the first five shots 
were high and rather spread out, 
and I presumed that this was 
mainly due to it not having been 
fired for some time. I carried on 
putting lead down-range, and 
adjusting the sights accordingly; 
this is a rarity for me because I’ve 
always got other things to do and 
never have enough time to spend 


on one thing, but this time I 
wanted get it right. I alternated 
between paper targets and cans, 
and it was a blast (pardon the 
pun). I had cans flying all over the 
place and it really reminded me of 
my youth. By the time I’d shot half 
a tin of pellets my arms were 
aching, but I managed to tighten 
the groups and get it relatively 
bang on, which for me was 
impressive. 

The rifle came with a rare 
scope, the Hakko 4 x 40, which 








was made in Japan at the same 
time as the rifle. Stamped on top 
of the scope is ‘Malti Color 
Reticle’ - I think the Japanese 
got their spelling wrong 
somehow, but the scope does 
have four changeable colours on 
the reticle. To change the colour, 
you twist the transparent 
coloured rings (black/red/green/ 
yellow) and the ambient light 
filters in and sets the colour on 
to the reticle. I have never seen 
a scope like this before, and the 
reticles are very clear indeed, 
plus the scope and rifle 
complement each other very well 


due to their rarity and quirkiness. 

HAPPY PADDY 

Since I have shot the rifle I’m 
more than happy with it, and it 
brings me right back to the early 
days of shooting when everything 
was self-contained, and you could 
feel the recoil. I know the Umarex 
Wildlife will not be everyone’s cup 
of tea, but it has certainly lived up 
to my expectations of being a fun, 
quirky, old-skool air rifle, so if you 
are hankering for an old or rare 
gun like this one, keep looking 
because you may find it - or like 
me, it will find you! ■ 


'7 think the Japanese got their 
speiiing wrong somehow” 




Award winning shop. 
Instant finance available. 


Lifetime gun guarantee. 
Indoor gun range. 

Gun hire and tuition. 

We buy guns, instant cash 
Gun repairs and service. 
Airfill and bottle service. 


ronniesunshines.com 


BERKHAMSTED STORE 

<4 Canalside • Northbridge Road • Berkhamsted 
Hertfordshire • HP4 1 EG 

I 01442 872829 i 


IMEWTOIM ABBOT STORE 

Sabre Close • Heathfield • Newton Abbot 
Devon • TQ1 2 BTW 

01826 242971 

Shop Open Monday - Saturday 0.00 - 5.00 
Closed Sunday and Bank Holidays 
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Stoeger'AiRGUNS 

Pellet Power Precision 



ATAC S2 COMBO £245 PLUS BIPOD fa £35 
(OPTIONAL EXTRA) 


The Stoeger S2 Suppressor utilises a unique Dual-Stage 
Noise Reduction System™. This system combines the 
functions of an internal air-regulator ring and baffles which 
work in tandem to reduce noise better than any other 
airgun on the market. 


RIFLE IN ITS CLASS 



The X20 S2 Combo has a spring/piston design and is 

available with a traditional wood or black synthetic stock. 

The new Stoeger ATAC S2 Combo features a synthetic 

tactical style stock and gas ram system. 

• Available in .22 and .177 calibres 

• Break barrel design 

• Airflow control technology [AFC] 

• Full-length suppressor shroud with ergonomic 
grip for easy cocking and closing 

• Ambidextrous automatic safety mounted 
on back of receiver 

• X20S S2 Combo is supplied with 3-9x40. AO scope 
with two piece mounts and has an integral dovetail 
machined into the receiver. 

• ATAC S2 Combo is supplied with 4-16x40. AO 
mil dot scope with one piece mount on a 
picatinny style base 


GMK 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL GMK 

01489 587500 or visit www.gmk.co.uk 


tltBEHmA 










Phill Price shoots 


a classic cowboy 


happened 
at relatively 
close range, and the 
fact that you’d be more 
accurate with it and have many 
more shots than your enemy with 
a six-shot revolver, meant it was 
likely to be the winner. 

Collectors of American guns will 
love the fact that, as a replica, this 
rifle is stunning. The weight, 
balance and looks are dead-on 
and the functionality will be very 
familiar to anybody who has fired 
the real thing. On the original, the 
recoil was pretty sharp because of 
the rifle’s light weight, but our 
Co2-powered pellet firer is totally 
recoilless. 


LIKE NOTHING ELSE 

When you first handle this rifle, 
the experience is unique because 
there’s nothing else like it. The 
receiver is slender and the overall 
feel is much more like a sporting 
shotgun than a lumpy, modern 
airgun. It was designed when 
function was more important than 


Umarex supples a tool to remove the Co2 capsule. 


H aving read 
enough 
history books about the 
American Wild West, I now know 
that the story of the Colt 
Peacemaker revolver being ‘the 
gun that won the West’ probably 
isn’t true. As we all know, rifles are 
more accurate, easier to shoot and 
hit harder, so it seems likely that 
the Winchester lever action was 
the one that beat the bad guys, 
and put meat on the table. They 
were designed to be light and slim 
so that they fitted into a saddle 
scabbard, making them easy to 
transport. You’ll have seen in the 
photos that there’s a metal loop 
bolted to the left side of the 
receiver that would take a lanyard 
to attach to the saddle. This meant 
it couldn’t be lost when galloping, 
or if your horse bucked. 

The fast handling was well 
suited to gun fights, which typically 


gun for some rapid fire fun 


looks, so there’s nothing in its 
build that isn’t necessary. 

You may well never see me 
write this again, but I didn’t want 
to fit a scope to this gun. Yes, 
that’s right - Me, Mr ‘high-tech 
scope’ Editor would rather use 
open sights than modern optics on 
this rifle. It’s true that a scope 
might well give tighter groups, but 


that would be to miss the point. 

This isn’t a target rifle; it’s not a 
hunting gun - it’s a plinker, 
perhaps the ultimate plinker, and 
as such doesn’t need to be a 
precision tool. 

I simply love the way that this 
rifle comes up to the aim. You can 
get your face into the stock and 
look along the barrel and the )) 
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pellets such as Umarex’s own 
7.4grain Mosquito, which suited 
this gun a treat. The magazine is 
relatively shallow back to front so 
you must be sure to seat pellets 
deeply enough so that they cannot 
catch on the action as the mag’ 
rotates. Similarly, you should avoid 
long pellets that might not clear 
the rotation. 


"Line up six baked bean cans in a row and see which 
of your friends can bowl them over fastest” 


SPEED SHOOT 

With the big Co2 capsule and a 
multi-shot magazines, this is a 
real, fast-fire, fun gun. Line up six 
baked bean cans in a row and see 
which of your friends can bowl 
them over fastest, and you’ll 
understand why this rifle is so 
much fun. It’s also beautifully 
made. The one on test has a 
nickel-plated finish that adds 
corrosion resistance to good looks. 
Traditionalists might argue that 
there were no stainless steel guns 
in the Old West, but I like the 
looks anyway. 

This lovely rifle isn’t cheap but 
that’s okay, because the build 
quality, performance and 
durability will repay your 
investment many times over. I’m 
not a plinker, but this rifle brought 
a smile to my face every time I 
handled it, and that has to be 
worth the money. ■ 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Manufacturer Umarex 

Importer Armex 

Web www.armexairgun.co.uk 

Tel 0121 643 4900 

Model Lever action 

Power source Co2 (SSgramme) 

Shots per fill 460 

Length 996mm 

Weight 2.8kg 



simple, open sights are right 
where you’re looking. It’s almost 
like magic. Those of you who 
shoot shotguns will know this 
feeling from the days when you’ve 
shot a gun that fitted you perfectly. 
The idea is that the gun points 
where you’re looking, and this one 
does for me. 

MOUNT-LOOK-SOUEEZE 

I found that I could hit close- 
range, full-size, knock-down 
targets in seconds, with a 



The mag’ arms pops out like this. 


mount-look-squeeze action that 
was at once alien and natural. 

Look and shoot was the name of 
the game. Plinking targets were 
soon spinning and falling right out 
to 20 yards, after which the open 
sights were just not able to offer 
the precision needed. For 
somebody who spends their time 
trying to shave another 0.5mm off 
a group, this relaxed way of 
shooting was joyous and 
refreshing. 

The build of the rifle is clever in 
that it hides an 88 gramme Co2 
capsule inside the wooden butt, so 
that the original lines remain 
unsullied. A quick depression of 


the loading port cover releases a 
discreet arm that accepts the 
ubiquitous Umarex 8-shot rotary 
magazine that I know so well. 
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THE BEST OF BRITISH 


YOU 8 AIR ARMS, A WINNING COMBINATION 




AIR ARMS 


S510 


S410 

STALKER KIT 

RRP £1010 

ouRfonn 

PRICE CQ99 

Finance from £16.30 PM 


PACKAG i TIME GUARANTEE ? SERVICING 



NEWTON ABBOT STORE 
152 Sabre Close, Heathfield, 
Newton Abbot, Devon 
CB,TQ12 6TW 
01626 242971 


4 Canalside, Northbridge Road. 
Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire 
GB,HP41EC 
01442 872829 


2 X MAGS 8 AA SILENCER 


TEL: 01442 872829 1 EMAIL: sales@)ronniesunshines.com 

www.ronnlesunshines.com 



HUNTING 


BACK TO THE 
FUTURE 


Dave Barham takes the PCP plunge and enjoys 
a night's barn-shooting for rats 



I signed off last month by saying 
how impressed I was with my 
friend Mick Ball’s array of 
pre-charged pneumatic rifles, and 
that I hoped you would be reading 
about my first hunting forays with 
my very own PCP. Well, I have 
taken the plunge and bought 
myself one; unfortunately, it wasn’t 


ready in time for this month’s 
hunting piece - more about that 
later on - but for this episode of 
‘Back To The Future’, I was lucky 
enough to connect with a father 
and daughter duo, to shoot some 
rats in a barn in Suffolk. 


THE POWER OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA 

You’ve got to love the Internet. 
There I was, sitting by my roaring 
fire with a small libation in one 
hand and my iPad in the other, on 
what was a rather chilly, windy, 
rainy night, and I happened to 
post a picture of the November 


issue front cover to a group that 
I’d recently joined on Facebook 
(Air Rifles UK), and shortly 
afterwards I received a private 
message from a chap called Mark 
White. We didn’t know each other 
from Adam, but Mark was familiar 
with my mother Rosie’s work. After 


a brief chat on Messenger he 
kindly invited me over to shoot 
with him and his daughter Carla. 
Of course, I accepted, and in the 
following weeks we exchanged 
quite a few messages and 
arranged an evening hunt that 
suited us both. 

As D-Day grew ever closer, 

Mark informed me that we would 
be heading off to one of his farm 
permissions in order to clear some 
of the rats from a grain barn. 

When I discovered exactly what 
we would be doing, I became 
really excited. I hadn’t shot rats 
properly for over 25 years! Sure, 

I’d nailed the odd one or two down 
at the lakes I used to bailiff, but I 
hadn’t been on a proper cull of 
this scale - it was something I 


remember doing as a kid with my 
mate and his dad, and the 
memories came flooding back to 
me - probably helped by the 
Guatemalan rum and ice in my 
glass. 

A LITTLE HUNTRESS IN 
THE MAKING 

I set off at 5pm from my house in 
Lincolnshire, and it took me two 
hours to drive the 70 miles to 
Mark’s place, thanks to single- 
track roads, lorries and rush hour 
traffic. As soon as I arrived I saw 
Mark and 11-year-old Carla 
waiting by their car, eager to get 
going. A quick ‘hello’, a huge 
smile from Carla, an exchange of 
boot contents, and Mark was 
driving us the 15-miles to ‘Barn X’. 

During the journey I quizzed 
Carla about her shooting exploits, 
and that conversation really made 
me smile. 

“So, do you like hunting with 
your dad then, Carla?” I asked. 

“Yeah, I love it, especially rat 
shooting. I’m a really good shot, I 
get head shots all the time. The 
best night we had was 21 rats - it 
was brilliant,” she replied. 

It turns out that young Carla is a 
very lucky girl indeed. She’s been 
shooting since the age of three, 
which is a massive head start on 
anyone else I know in the world of 
shooting. What’s more, it soon 
became apparent that Carla 
absolutely loves hunting. This is 
definitely not ‘I’ll do it to grab some 
quality Daddy time’. Oh no - young 
Carla is a proper little huntress in 
the making - in fact, she already 
puts a few adult hunters I know to 
shame, both with her enthusiasm 
and her skills. 

As the conversation progressed, 
it turned out that Mark is a 
full-time pest controller. Fie works 
for a rather large company by day, 
using traps, poisons and the like. 


'7 hadn't shot rats properly for 
over 25 years!" 


58 I AIRGUN WORLD | www.airgunshooting.co.uk 





but by night and at weekends he 
runs his own pest control business 
(RMB Pest Control), mostly with 
rifles, ferrets and even raptors! 
What a magnificent environment 
for young Carla to be brought up 
in. It’s no wonder she’s so keen. 

RAT O'CLOCK 

We arrived at ‘Barn X’ at 7.45pm, 
and Mark stopped the car outside 
a huge metal door whilst he 
prepared the first rifle. He’d 
brought a few with him, so we 
could all have one, but after a 


brief discussion I told him that I 
really wasn’t too interested in 
having a few shots myself to begin 
with. I wanted to shoot with my 
camera to get some pictures in the 
bag first, and besides, this piece 
was all about him and Carla. 

Mark instantly replied, “You’re 
much the same as me then, Dave. 

I do this for a living, and I’m just 
as happy to take other people 
shooting and watch them shoot, 
rather than take the shots myself.” 

He’s right. I love my hunting 
and my photography, with equal 


passion, and tonight was no 
exception, but I knew I’d get my 
chance for a few kills later in the 
session. 

So the plan was hatched. Mark 
and Carla would go ahead and 
position themselves, while I stayed 
back, help to do some spotting 
and take pictures. 

FITTER PATTER, LITTLE 
RATTER 

The great thing about grain barn 
shooting is the deathly silence 
inside. You can hear those rats 


scurrying around, especially when 
they’re running up and down the 
metal rafters or up a pile of grain. 

As soon as Mark opened the 
door we saw two rather large rats 
running left to right across the 
barn floor. Carla was really excited. 
“Quick, Dad! There’s one - and 
another,” she whispered. 

Mark knows his stuff and was 
quick to usher Carla toward a 


small pile of rapeseed. Here Carla 
and he could lie down and rest the 
rifle on top of the seed - a very 
easy vantage point for Carla to use 
the rifle efficiently. 

For the purpose of tonight’s 
shoot, Mark had brought along his 
.22 Air Arms S300 PCP with a 
rather sexy Yukon Photon 
nightvision scope. What an 
awesome piece of kit that is: Dear 
Santa, I’ve been a very good boy! 

FIRST BLOOD 

With Carla and Mark in position it 
didn’t take long for the rats to 
come out to play. The first shot for 
Carla resulted with the first kill in 
the bag, with a rather large rat, 
and as she went to pick it up Mark 
shouted, “Where’s your gloves?” 

Oops, Carla had left them at 
home, so she used her jumper to 
tail the rat, swiftly followed by a 
trip to the car to get the anti- 
bacterial hand wipes. It’s really not 
worth taking the risk with rats, no 
matter where you’re shooting 
them. Weil’s disease 
(Leptospirosis) is not nice and it’s 


caught from coming into contact 
with rat urine and bodily fluids. 

With symptoms ranging from a 
mild headache and fever, to 
bleeding lungs, meningitis or 
kidney failure, you never know 
which rats are carrying it - always 
be safe and wear gloves when 
picking up. 

With rat number one placed by 
the barn door, Mark and Carla 
moved to the other end of the 
barn and set themselves up on a 
heap of maize. It wasn’t long 
before rat number two was 
winging its way to ratty heaven. 
However, after taking out the 
second rat, all went quiet. Mark 
missed a shot by not closing the 
breech properly - we’ve all done 
that, and it made me feel ‘human’ 
knowing that here was a guy who 
does this for a living. 

After 20 minutes of silence, 

Carla announced that she was 
getting bored and wanted to shoot 
more rats, and that we should go 
to the ‘slurry pits’. 

Mark agreed and as we got 
back into the car he informed me » 



"I love my hunting and my 
photography, with egual passion” 
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that we would be shooting out of the 
car windows - proper gangsta 
stylee! All joking aside, he went on 
to explain that this really wasn’t a 
place for getting out of the car. 

“The first time we shot here, 

Dave, we got out of the car. There 
were so many rats that they were 
running in between us and over our 
feet. Apart from that, it’s thick mud 
and I’ve been told it stinks”, he said. 

“You’ve ‘been told’?” I replied. 

“Well yes. I’ve had a few 
accidents over the years. I used to 
be a stunt man before I became a 
pest controller, and then I had a 
bad car crash. I lost all sense of 
smell,” he continued. 

Then Carla piped up, “Yeah, 
sometimes the smell down here is 
unbearable. He can’t smell it, but I 
can - it’s gross.” 

MESSY AND SMELLY 

We made the short drive down a 


dirt track toward the slurry pits, 
and I knew we were getting close 
- my nose told me so. Luckily for 
us, we had a fairly stiff breeze and 
some drizzle, which ‘dampened’ 
the smell somewhat, but I hate to 
think what it would be like here in 
the height of summer! I just 
thought, ‘poor Carla’. 

These slurry pits contain 
everything from manure to rotten 
vegetables, rotten grain and just 
about anything else that’s 
biodegradable and has the 
potential to release nutrients back 
into the soil for growing more 
grain. Of course, its absolute 
heaven for rats, and as we 
approached our vantage point I 
saw 20 or more of the critters 
scurrying in all directions. Wow! 
This was gonna be fun. 

Carla was in the back seat of 
the car with the loaded rifle 
perched on the window frame. A 


few seconds later and ‘pop’, she 
let off a shot, which was quickly 
followed by a ‘thwack’ of lead on 
bone. 

“Head shot!” she shouted, 
excitedly. 

That was followed by another, 
and then another. Both Mark and 
I were using torches to spot the 
rats, then telling Carla where they 
were. It was a great team effort. 
Then it was my turn. 

“Right Carla, give Dave the rifle 
now. It’s about time he had a go,” 
Mark insisted. 

THREE OUT OF THREE 

This was the first time I’d ever 
looked down a Photon scope, and 
I was mightily impressed, I can tell 
you. It was soon quite apparent 
that our ‘Blackpool illuminations’ 
effect with the torches was putting 
the rats to cover, so we decided to 
switch them all off and use the 


scope to its full advantage. A 
quick scan around and I found a 
group of five rats at about 25 
yards. I settled down for the shot, 
and as one of them popped his 
head up I calmly squeezed the 
trigger. Another satisfying ‘thwack’ 
and I had my first kill - a rather 
instant kill, head shot. 

After reloading quickly, I settled 
back down and within a matter of 
five seconds let my second shot of 
the evening go. Again, another 
perfect kill. Then, three minutes 
later, I had another chance and 
converted that into kill number 
three, although this time I must 
have been slightly off the mark 
because I had a ‘bouncer’ and the 
rat jumped a few times before 
doing a death roll and laying to 
rest. 

“Right then, that’s me done.” I 
said. 

I’d made three kills, and 
although I was really getting into it 
I wanted Carla to carry on 
shooting. After talking to Mark I 
kind of got the feeling that I would 
be going back for round two, with 
my own rifle, so I didn’t hog the 
gun - this was Carla’s shoot. 

Mark took the rifle next for ten 
minutes and made a couple of 
swift kills, then we let Carla finish 
off for the remaining half-an-hour. 

TIME FLIES 

We ended up leaving the grounds 
at around 11pm, after a drive 
around the whole farm in search 
of a stray rabbit or more rats, but 
we didn’t really find anything else 
of interest. 





Mark takes aim at a rat Vne\ . 
rafters, helped by lamp-girl, barla. 



In just a little over three hours of 
shooting we’d managed to rid the 
farm of 12 rats. What a great 
shooting session, and what great 
company! I doubt this is the last 
we’ve heard of young Carla and 
her dad, Mark, in Airgun World. 
Something tells me we’ll be going 
on another hunting session, 
sometime in the near future. 

MY PRIDE AND JOY 

I mentioned at the start of this 
piece that I’ve taken the PCP 
plunge. I didn’t have an awful lot 
of disposable income to spare. 


and I really wanted to buy new for 
peace of mind and warranty, so in 
the end I opted for the new Game 
Coyote in .177. 

There are loads of reasons why 
I made this choice, and I’ll go into 
those in more detail next month, 
but for now. I’ve swapped over my 
trusty Tasco scope to the new rifle, 
added a Webley Pro-Tilt bipod, 
and I’m good to go. 

I can’t wait to get out and play 
with my new toy - and you’ll be 
reading all about my hunting 
exploits with my new baby next 
month. ■ 
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FACTORY DAY 




eOLDEN TKiKET 
GIVEAWAY! 


Fancy a fantastic day out at the Air 
Arms factory? Of course you do! 




^es you and a friend of 


Hi-tech manufacture meets traditional 
gunsmithing at Air Arms HQ. 


A s you may have seen in the 
news this month, world- 
leading airgun manufacturer, Air 
Arms, has just announced a 
fantastic free competition. Air 
Arms is rightly ’0roud of its \ 
Sussex-based manufacturing 
headquarters, and even more so 
about what goes on there, and to 
celebrate both it’s planning to 
throw open the company’s doors 
to 10 lucky airgunners on the 2nd 
of February 2016! 


HERE'S HOW IJ^WORKS 

Air Arms is giving away five golden 
tickets, each admitting two people, 
for a full day’s exploration of the 
company HQ, including the 
manufacturing processes, rifle 
building, and a no-holds-barred 
question and answer session with 
the Air Arms team, plus some top 
lunchtime scoff and a glorious goody 
bag stuffed with over a hundred 
quid’s worth of Air Arms kit. 

As you can see, winning a golden 


your choice the airgun opportunity 
of a lifetime; all you have to do is 
get yourself to Hailsham in Sussex, 
and watch in wonder as your great 
day unfolds! 

It’s going lo be an occasion that 
will live irrthe memory forever, 
and your chance of winning one of 
those golden tickets is waiting for 
you as soon as you turn this page, 
do that yet, though, because 
’s what’s waiting for those 
en ticket winners. 

THE GHAND TOUR 

The winners will meet the Air 
Arms team at 09.30 on Tuesday 
the 2nd of February next year, so 
make suvb yo'u’re free on that day 
because you really won’t want to 
miss this one. 

After meeting the team and 
enjoying a quick refreshment, the 
winners will set off on a guided 
tour of the Air Arms machine 
shop. This is where bar stock and 
other raw materials meet the 
hi-tech influence of CNC 
machinery, plus just the right 
amount of traditional engineering 
skills, to create and finish the 
components from which Air Arms’ 
world-beating rifles are made. 


It’sjfh incredible journey and you’ll 
^e those famous airguns take 
shape before your very eyes. You’ll 
pause for lunch and a chat at 
12.30, before moving on to the 
second phase of the tour. 

IF YOU BUILD IT... THEY 
WILL COME 

After lunch, you’ll get an exclusive 
behind the scenes look at the 
various stages of assembly that 
take place before each rifle is 
tested, calibrated and tested 
again. Each model has its own 
dedicated gunsmith who knows 
every nut, bolt, washer and seal 
that combine to make some of the 
finest air rifles in the world. Just 
watch it all come together and ask 
as many questions as you like, 
because this opportunity is a 
genuine once-in-a-lifetime chance 
to find out the full inside story of 
the Air Arms range. 

AND FINALLY ... 

After the assembly shop tour, 
you’ll all meet up for more 
refreshments and a question-and- 
answer session, before collecting 
your goody bags and saying 
farewell to the factory and the Air 
Arms team. Your head will be 
spinning by now, but what a truly 
amazing day you’ll have had. 

Now, turn this page, get that entry 
form in by the 13th of January 
next year, and keep those fingers 
crossed. Good luck! ■ 


ADMIT TWO 
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Please enter me and a companion in to the free prize draw to win an exclusive behind 
the scenes tour at Air Arms HQ on Tuesday 2nd Feb 20 1 6. 

Name.. ......... 

Address.,...,*... * * 

\ Telephone Date of birth 

\ The rifles I cuirentiy own are... 

t ARMS Do you or your companion have any special dietary requirements: YES ......... NO ............ 

Do you or your companion have any other special requirements: TES.......... NO ............ 

The draw will take place on Friday 1 5/01/2016. All winning entries will be ncdfied either by telephone or emaiL All winners will be 
announced on Air Arms social media and in Atrgun World. This prize draw is in conjunction with Air^un World, only originat tickets 
will be accepted. Any winning entrants under the age of IS must be accompanied by an adult at all times. All winning entrants are 
responsible for nr^king their own travel arrangements. Please complete and return your golden ticket no later than 13.0 1 .2016 to 
AIR ARMS, 546 HAILSHAM INDUSTRIAL PARK. DIPLOCKS WAY. HAILSHAM, EAST SUSSEX, BN27 3JE 
GOOD LUCK! 


A^tis... Engine^gj® thafut 
Cdnne and seaf on yourself 


You and Air Arms 
a winning combination 


Quality Asi^ured 


Products 


visit WWW. air-arms. co.uk for more details. 


Air Arms, Unit 5/6 Hailsham Industrial Park, Dlplochs Way, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 3JE www,air-anns. co.uk 









SHOOT BETTER 


DO THIS! 


They say nothing's 
certain in this world - but 
the editor begs to differ 



S tudy the eight steps below, 
then put them all into action, 
and I absolutely guarantee that 
you will be a better shot for the 
effort. Some of you will be many 
times more efficient as far as 
consistent accuracy goes, and 
others will make significant gains. 
Everyone, and I mean everyone, 
will improve, and if the final two 
stages are followed - you’ll just 
keep getting better. Yes, you’ve 
seen some, or even all, of these 
steps before, but it’s practising all 
of them that brings about the 
certainty of improvement. Go on, 
give yourself a month of dedication 
to the cause of your 
marksmanship, and prove me 
right - because I know that’s 
exactly what will happen! 

1. MAKE YOUR RIFLE FIT 
YOU 

Having a rifle, or a pistol come to 
that, that fits you properly is the 
finest possible foundation for 
improvement. Ifyourairgun doesn’t 
fit, you’re making a massive 
compromise and that’s the worst 
possible basis upon which to build 
a successful technique. 

Either get yourself a rifle with an 
adjustable stock, or have your 
existing rifle altered to fit you. An 
adjustable butt pad and cheek 



piece will make a 
world of difference 
to gun fit - and 
results. 


2. CAREFULLY SELECT 
YOUR PELLETS 

Everything you invest in every shot 
you take is translated by the pellet 
you shoot. Ear too many 
airgunners let themselves down at 
the last moment by using 
imperfect pellets, and it’s the 
ultimate folly, because pellet- 
selection is one thing we can 
control - so we should! 

Eind the best through batch- 
testing, then try washing, sorting, 
drying and lubricating your 
near-perfect pellets to give them 
that extra edge. Remember, 
pellets for PCPs can take an 
oil-based lube, whereas most 
springers prefer a wax-based 
finish. Above all, take every effort 
to find the very best pellet for your 
airgun - it’s an absolute must. 

3. DEVELOP YOUR 
STANCES 

Don’t rely on a single stance, 
especially if it’s the standing one! 
Train yourself to shoot from the 
kneeling, sitting and prone 
stances, too, because these are 
all far more stable than standing. 
Get those stances sorted then, 
and while you’re at it, make 
standing your ‘last resort’ stance, 
rather than your go-to one. It’s 
time to change for the better and 
there’s no better way than to 
ditch the least-reliable stance of 
them all. 

4. UNDERSTAND THAT NO 
ONE CAN HOLD A RIFLE 
STILL 

You think those elite shooters who 
are miles better than you are 
holding their rifles perfectly still on 
aim? They’re not, because no one 
can from an unsupported position. 
So, whenever possible, get some 
support, and then realise that the 
movement of the rifle is caused by 
your having a pulse and breathing 
- neither of which is going away. 


Point 1 . However you go about it 
- make your rifle fit you properly. 



Now, use 
your breathing to 
control the movement of your rifle, 
pausing breath only when your 
sights are on target. Make 
breath-controlled movement part 
of your shooting sequence, not 
some enemy you’re constantly 
fighting. Also, if the aiming 
sequence starts to break down, 
lower the rifle and start again, 
rather than hanging on to take the 
shot. Stay calm, breathe deeply, 
and relax - and you’ll be in control 
of those shots. 

5. DEVELOP PERFECT 
FOLLOW-THROUGH 

Follow-through is the easiest vital 
skill of them all. Simply hold 
perfect aim until the pellet strikes. 
That’s it. This finishes the shooting 
cycle - yours and your rifle’s - in a 
perfectly-controlled, consistent 
way, and when perfected will allow 
you to track each pellet to the 
target. Just do it - it’s a huge step 
forward for any shooter. 

6. ALWAYS WEAR A 
JACKET 

Your shooting jacket is part of your 
equipment. It affects the way your 
rifle fits and the contact between 
you and your rifle. It’s an 
‘insulating’ layer that helps to 
absorb and disperse your nerves, 
pulse and various muscular 
twitches, and if it’s properly fitted. 



it’s also a 
wrap-around 
brace for your shooting 
stance. When I was competing in 
FT, I’d wear revolting shorts in hot 
weather, but the jacket stayed on 
for each shot. Get the right one - 
and wear it to train and shoot. 

7. NEVER STOP TRAINING 

Don’t ever think that regular 
shooting is the same as effective 
training. It isn’t; mainly because 
shooting, be it match or 
hunting, isn’t specifically 
targeted to your individual 
needs. Train like hell on the 
stuff you’re least good at, but 
keep putting in the range time 
on everything else, too. Training 
is essential - there’s no getting 
round this. 

8. NEVER ACCEPT 
SECOND-BEST 

Let’s finish on a big one, and this 
is the biggest one of all because it 
controls everything. Your ‘best’ 
isn’t the best that’s available to 
everyone else, it’s the best that’s 
available to you, through 
reasonable commitment, some 
hard work, total honesty and the 
desire to be as good as you can 
possibly be. 

Every time you don’t do your 
best, whether it’s failing to get the 
rifle and scope you know you 
need, or wimping out of training in 
rubbish weather, or simply not 
bothering with any of the eight 
steps described in this article, 
you’re actually saying, ‘I don’t want 
to be the best I can be - I’ll take 
second-best. Don’t do that. Hit 
these eight steps with your resolve 
intact and your determination 
running at its all-time high. I 
promise you - you’re about to 
amaze yourself! ■ 
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"I try to stick to one type of pellet 
when shooting, and that's another 
reason that 1 use .177 for both HFT 
and general hunting" 


DON'T™"© 

BLOW IT 

Tim Finley concludes his series on how 
the wind affects our shots 


T his is the final part of the short 
series on outdoor air rifle 
shooting and the real-world effect 
of wind on the pellets we fire. I 
have purposely not mentioned 
pistols because these should 
never be used on living creatures, 
in their 6 ft. lbs legal UK limit 
guise. As for target shooting, it is 
much the same; the only pistols I 
have ever had the confidence to 
aim off for wind have been my FT 


and HFT pre-charged pneumatics, 
which run at 5.5 ft. lbs. In fact the 
Steyr LP-50 I shoot has taken out 
targets at 45 yards with relative 
ease when there was no wind. 

So, back to air rifles; one 
phenomenon that I have seen with 
my own eyes is the effect of pellet 
spin in a side wind. All pellets spin 
when fired through rifled barrels, 
which is what gives the projectile 
its stability, and it was not until the 


target. The stronger the wind at the 
shooter, the more the pellet will be 
blown off if the same wind was 
just at the target. Fig 3. You will 
encounter this if you are shooting 
into a wood from a windy field, or 
out of a wood into a windy field. If 
a pellet is blown off 5 degrees at 
the shooter, it will deflect more 
than if the wind only catches the 
pellet to deflect it 5 degrees nearer 
the target. 


found when shooting over open 
flat areas and caused by the 
ground heating up and hot air 
rising. This looks like the air is 
boiling when viewed through a 
scope, so you can see what the » 


READ THE FEATURES 

Natural features, such as in trees, 
hedges, hills, and embankments, 
man-made structures, buildings, 
masts and so on, all cause the wind 
to change direction in unexpected 


As the pellet spins in flight it can climb 
or fall against the wind. 


MORE WIND 


AT SHOOTER 


MORE 
WIND AT 
TARGET 


DR FINL 


W This pre-charged 
IL pistol is capable 
of fantastic 
j>-..^uracy. 


invention of rifled 

barrels that ^ i 

long-range accuracy 
was achieved. However, a 
right-hand barrel twist causes the 
pellet to climb up a wind blowing 
from the right, and climb down a 
wind blowing from the left. I have 
to admit that it’s a very rare effect 
to see in the field, but I’ve seen this 
actually happen and it is a factor to 
consider when shooting at longer 
distances. 

One wind problem that many 
novice shooters cannot get their 
heads around is whether or not the 
wind is blowing stronger at your 
shooting position, or down by the 


ways. If 
the wind 
is blowing 
strongly 
from the 
left, and 






you are 

shooting close down the left-hand 
side of a solid wall or hedge, do not 
be surprised if the pellet deflects to 
the left. The wind hits the 
obstruction and comes back on 
itself. 

The only real-time wind 
indicator is heat mirage, normally 
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DR FINLEY 


wind is doing as you view the 
target, but it is not always easy to 
see with low-mag’ scopes. It is 
very hard to find in woodland 
areas or rough ground, and 
disappears when the wind speed 
rises above 20m ph. Do look out 
for it, though, because it does 
work very well. 

Shooting in windy conditions is, 
without doubt, the hardest skill to 
master when using air rifles, and it 
can only be learned from shooting 
in different conditions. Practising 
on live quarry is just not done, so 
join a club and have a go at FT - 
even shooting once a week on a 
practice course, you will soon pick 
up the feel for aiming off. Don’t get 
me wrong - you will never know it 
all. I’ve been shooting for over 30 


"You will encounter this If you are 
shooting into a wood from a 
windy field, or out of a wood into 
a windy field” 

years and it still catches me out. 


.177 

I try to stick to one type of pellet 
when shooting, and that’s another 
reason that I use .177 for both 
HFT and general hunting. You 


When it comes to FT or FI FT, 
you have to take the shot. A 
favoured wind trick is the Yorkshire 
saying, ‘When in doubt, give it nowt’ 
- or in plain English play the 
percentage game. If you are not 
sure which way the wind is blowing. 



THE STRONGER THE 
WIND AT THE MUULE 



learn where it shoots so the 
aiming-off process is done almost 
at a subconscious level. You find 
yourself just aiming off and taking 
the shot with no thoughts of, ‘give 
it just inside the edge of the disc’ 
in the case of target shooting, or 
‘just behind the skull will take it to 
the base of the ears’ when it 
comes to hunting. I end up in this 
state of mind when shooting, more 
often than not. It’s only when I am 
not sure of the wind’s direction or 
strength that I begin to slow down 
on the aim and have to process 
what is going on to take that one 
shot, and in the case of hunting, I 
just do not take the shot if I really 
haven’t any confidence due to 
wind conditions. It’s just not worth 
wounding a living creature. 
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Wind hitting the .177 at the muzzle does this. 
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Wind hitting a ..177 down range does this. 
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Wind hitting a .22 down range does this, 

or if it is constantly switching, aim at 
the middle of the 40mm disc - you 
still have 20mm each side to play 
with. If you learn anything from my 


ramblings on wind shooting, 
remember not too out-think yourself, 
and don’t be afraid to aim straight at 
something. ■ 
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RATTING 


I f you’ve read my previous 
articles, you’ll know that out here 
in the wilds of the Lincolnshire 
marshes, we - or at least I - have 
something of a rat problem. Over 
the winter months, the early dusk 
enabled me to keep them at bay 
using my home-built, night-vision 
rig, with little need to be out much 
after 9 o’clock, and still get a few 
kills. However, the late summer 
sunsets saw the time available to 
me to get out with the rig severely 
limited. Plus, like many of you, I 
have better things to do on balmy 
summer evenings than to sit in a 
shed and wait for rats. As you 
might imagine, my easing off the 
artillery seems to have resulted in 
something of an explosion in the 
rat population, and so much so 
that by September of this year I 


was beginning to see the brazen 
little rodents out and about on the 
periphery of the patch, during the 
hours of daylight. It then dawned 
on me that this is exactly the 
pattern of behaviour that I had 
seen the previous year when 
several had burst out of a 
woodpile right in front of my wife 
and I, and prompted me to take 
matters in hand. Perhaps I’d been 
resting on my laurels, or maybe 


this was a normal pattern of 
behaviour; population expansion 
forcing rattus Norvegicus to 
scavenge for food during the day, 
but either way, and I might add, 
with a degree of delight and gusto. 


the battle was rejoined. 

PLENTY OF PREVIOUS 

From my experience the previous 
year, I knew that the first job was 
to work out where they were 
coming from and where they were 
headed. Rats are pretty territorial, 
but will travel quite a distance 
from their nests in search of food 
and water if none is available to 
them in the immediate vicinity. 


and they will come out into the 
open, but tend to keep to borders 
and edges, places where there is 
shelter and cover. Rarely will you 
see a rat take a direct route from A 
to B; instead it will skirt around 


and find the route that offers it the 
most protection. Armed with this 
knowledge, a degree of 
experience, and provided the runs 
are well used it’s actually quite 
easy to spot them. 

To set the scene; the piece of 
land my house sits on is roughly 
two-thirds of an acre, most of it 
being given over to lawn. I have a 
few outhouses and an old, 
flat-roofed garage which, like 


most, has no room in it for a car 
and is filled instead with all 
manner of treasured possessions 
that might just come in handy one 
day. My wife refers to these 
treasured possessions as 'crap’. 


"My easing off the artillery seems to have resulted 
in something of an explosion” 


70 I AIRGUN WORLD | www.airgunshooting.co.uk 









but I, of course, know better. The 
reason I mention the garage is that 
I had a feeling it would provide the 
rats with a warmer place to sleep 
than a hole at the edge of the 
dyke, and having previously had 
mice set up shop in there, I didn’t 
want to have the problem of 
unearthing a rat’s nest when it 
became time to dig the mower out 
next summer. I also suspected 
that the rats favoured the row of 
trees that run along the dyke side 
at the edge of my property. I’d 
baited and shot them there 
previously, but there was no 
guarantee they’d be frequenting 
the same spots as before. 


ONE OPTION 

As it’s pretty impossible to predict 
where a rat is going to appear at 


RATTING 




any given time, the only real 
option I had was to bait them into 
the areas where it would be easier 
for me to get a good opportunist 
shot. In the case of the dyke side, 

I chose the old log of doom’. It 
had been popular with the rats 
before and I could see it without 
even leaving my kitchen. Turning 
my attention to the garage, I 
decided that my best bet was to 
bait just outside the garage door in 


the hope that ifthey were already 
in there, as suspected, it would 
bring them out into the open. 
There was of course the risk that if 
they weren’t already in the garage, 
introducing a food source 
immediately outside it might cause 
them to set up shop inside. 

Having decided the ‘where’, I 
got to thinking about the ‘when’. 
I’ve spent many an hour night- 
vision ratting so it was quite easy 


to predict their nocturnal 
movements. Rats, or at least the 
ones round here, seem to have a 
bit of a pattern with regard to what 
time they appear and disappear. 
Shooting them at night was easy. 
Shooting them during the daytime 
would take a whole lot more work 
on my behalf, and nothing but 
time, patience and observation 
would gain me the knowledge I 
needed. Actually, it would take 
time, patience, observation, feed 
grain and peanut butter - but you 
get the idea. 

BAIT 'N' WAIT 

After a few weeks of baiting and 
observing. I’d hoped to be able to 
work out their daytime patterns, 
figuring they were probably out 
and about first thing in the 
morning and just before it got 
dark. Seems I couldn’t have been 
more wrong because I soon 
learned that there was very little, if 
any pattern at all to the times I 
was to see them. A change of 
tactics was called for, one that saw 
me placing the trusty S510 
Ultimate Sporter within arm’s 
reach so that should I see a rat 
heading for the bait I could do 
something about it. 

What ensued was something of 
a watching and waiting game; with 
the Air Arms S510 fully charged 
with air and a full mag of pellets to 
hand, I would basically take every 
opportunity I could to cast a glance 
out of the patio doors toward the 
area of bait, and then having » 
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spotted a rat I would fetch the rifle 
in the hope of catching it still at the 
bait. Invariably, the rat would have 
made off by the time I returned, 
but more often than not would 
return a few minutes later unable 
to resist the peanut surprise left for 
him - the surprise being .22 calibre 


in nature and 16 grains in weight. 
Of course, when writing an article 
for a magazine there is the further 
challenge of getting pictures of the 
critters in the act - when a rat 
finally does show itself, you have no 
idea how hard it is to reach for the 
camera and not the rifle. 



SLOW-SLOWLY CATCHEE 
RATTY 

This opportunist technique proved 
to be a lot more effective than the 
‘watch and waif method I’d 
previously employed, with the 
added advantage that I was able to 
go about my day as normal, with 
just a weather eye being kept on 
the bait. Invariably, there were 
times when the rats came and 
went and had themselves a slap-up 
meal at my expense no less, free 
from the inconvenience of being 
unexpectedly shot midway through 
their main course. For the greater 
part, though, I was slowly picking 
them off and whittling down their 
numbers. 

Over at the garage doors it was 


‘The log pile seemed an obvious place for 
'■ rats to movelhrough, but i could see no 
- . evidence of their presence. 





a different story. I’d smeared 
peanut butter on a brick because 
the feed grain wouldn’t work so 
well on gravel, and placed it in 
front of the doors. The bait was 
being taken all right, but I never 
seemed to catch the rats at it 
during the day. Fearing I had a 
major rat problem in the garage, 
and that the rats were just nipping 
in and out quickly, I set up stag 
one night with my NV kit and 
waited, hoping to catch them in 
the act. In the end, it turned out 
that I needn’t have been too 
concerned; it wasn’t rats taking 
that particular bait, but a rather 
plump badger who must have 
smelled the peanut butter aroma 
from across the fields and come to 
investigate. It goes without saying 
that I’ve now stopped baiting this 
point, and I’m concentrating all of 
my efforts on the log of doom. 

THEY'RE ALL AROUND US! 

They say you’re never less than 10 
feet from a rat. I’d proffer that it’s 
a little more than that, but the 
effect is much the same. If you 
live in the town, or in the country, 
odds are there are rats around you 
and you just don’t notice them. So 
for all those keen airgun hunters 
out there who aren’t fortunate 
enough to have access to 
permissions, perhaps you should 
try your own backyard. Just be 
careful of the back-stop and, of 
course, be prepared to sit, watch 
and wait. At the very least you’ll 
get some fresh air and have a nice 
relaxing time, and if nothing 
comes your way, well there’s 
always the latest copy of Airgun 
World magazine to keep you 
occupied. I’d recommend that 
nice young Gary Wain; he’s always 
worth a read! ■ 
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TECHNICAL AIRGUN 


AFTERMARKET 



SPRINGS 

Jim Tyler is your guide to aftermarket springs 


inufacturers go 
engths to select 
^ i specifications, 

^ ‘ and generally they get it 
~ right. However, 
because it takes 
time and money for 
a spring manufacturer to set 
up the machine to produce a 
pdfLicuidf bpniig bpecification, 
airgun manufacturers can reduce 
costs by finding a spring 
specification that performs 
tolerably well in whatever calibre a 
rifle is to be offered in, and for 
more than one model if possible. 
As a consequence, the 
manufacturer’s original spring will 
usually be something of a 
compromise. 

The same is true of many 
aftermarket spring suppliers, but 
some don’t just offer one spring 
for a rifle in a range of calibres, 
they offer one spring for a variety 
of rifles from different 
manufacturers and in different 
calibres, and in some cases, the 
spring will be far from the ideal. 
Many people have reported that 
the aftermarket springs they’ve 
bought have had to be shortened 
before they would even fit in the 
rifle, and not everyone is 
comfortable with cutting a spring, 
closing the end coil and grinding it 
flat. Happily, you can find the 
specifications of most aftermarket 
springs online and if you have 
access to a good calculator, you 
can work out whether or not it will 
suit your rifle. 


FIRST STEP. 

Before ordering an aftermarket 
spring, strip the rifle and measure 
the original spring, which can be 
done using a digital calliper. In 
order of importance, the 
measurements are wire diameter, 
coil diameter, number of active 
coils (count the number of gaps 
between coils) and free length. 

Spring stiffness varies as the 
fourth power of the wire diameter, 
and so slightly thicker wire, will 
give a significantly stiffer spring. A 
spring wound from 3.25mm wire 
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will be 37% stiffer than one with 
3mm wire, all other things being 
equal, despite the wire being only 
8% thicker. When looking for an 
aftermarket spring, my advice 
would be to seek one as close to 
the original factory wire thickness 
as possible. 

Spring stiffness varies inversely 
as the third power of the coil 
diameter. A 20.4mm diameter 
spring will be 8% stiffer than a 
20.8mm spring, despite being 
under 2% less in diameter. Again, 
I would look for a spring with the 
same coil diameter as the original. 


these respects. 

It’s well worth taking time to 
calculate the rate of the original 
spring, which can be done using a 
spreadsheet or a scientific 
calculator. The rate is a measure 
of the force needed to deflect 
(compress) the spring by a given 
amount, and it can be expressed 
in Newtons per millimetre (N/mm) 
or pounds force per inch (Ibf/in); 
because in the UK we use the 
metric system to measure springs, 
it’s easier to calculate in N/mm 
and convert if wished. The beauty 
of calculating the spring rate is 


"Spring stiffness varies inverseiy 
with the number of active coils; 
the fewer, the stiffer" 


unless there is a reason not to, 
such as choosing a narrower 
spring to allow clearance inside 
the piston for a sleeve. 

Spring stiffness varies inversely 
with the number of active coils; 
the fewer, the stiffer - and spring 
free length determines preload. 
Yet again, I would suggest not 
straying too far from the original in 


that it gives you a great basis for 
comparing original and 
aftermarket springs. 

Many production rifle springs 
seem to be in the 5.5 N/mm to 
6.5 N/mm range, many 
aftermarket springs considerably 
more, and perhaps with an eye to 
unrestricted export markets, some 
are a good deal longer and that’s 


Spring stiffness formula 


(10000 X WD^ ) ^ {CD^ X NC) 

Where WD = VWe Dameter. CD = Coll rrean Diameter [coH outer diameter mSrius 
wire thickne&s) and NC - Number cf active Ccis. This will give the coil stiffness In 
Niewfons per milSnnetre, To convert io Poynda force per inch IM^in), inuJtipty by 
5J10146. ^ simple formula for calculating spring stiffness. 




The wire diameter has a huge bearing 
on stiffness, so measure very carefully. 


NOM^THS NEEDED! 


lOu don’t need to understand o 
do ANY maths to find a spring’s 
stiffness, and how much energy it 
will make available to the piston 
you just need to know which 
buttons to press. Don’t believe 
me? If you use a computer, tablet 
or almost any modern electronic 
device, you are effectively doing 
hundreds, thousands or millions 
of calculations a second, just by 
pressing the right buttons. Using a 
scientific calculator is no different 
and don’t let the ‘scientific’ bit 
frighten you off - it’s just a 
calculator with a lot of fancy extra 
buttons, of which you only need 
one (button ‘A’ in the illustration 
‘Calculating spring rate’, which is 
usually marked ‘Xn). 


Calculating spring rate 

A 



B D A C B A D C 

* » tl Hi 1 

(lOODO X xJVC]| 


Using a calculator is just a matter of 
knowing which buttons to press. 

The illustration ‘Calculating spring 
rate’ shows you which buttons to 
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Spring rate using a spreadsheet 

If you have a spreadsheet, entering spring data as shown will 
calculate the rate. I 


press to calculate spring rate in 


Newtons/millimetre. After typing in 


the formula, hit button ‘F’ to do 
the calculation. 

Spreadsheets are even easier; 
once you’ve entered the two 
equations, save the file, then type 


in the specifications for any spring 


you like, and get instant answers 


Copy the formulas shown in the 
illustration ‘Spring rate using 
spreadsheet’ into an Excel or 
Open Office spreadsheet, and 
away you go. 


» 
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where the free length 
measurement of the original 
spring comes in, because if you 
find that a spring is both stiffer 
and longer than the original, it’s 
probably best avoided. That’s just 
a rough guide, and we can easily 
come up with a more precise 
solution. 


ENERGY 

If your pocket calculator skills are 
up to calculating the spring rate, 
you won’t find it too taxing to 
calculate how much energy the 
spring will make available to the 
piston. Because we in the UK 
tend to think in foot pounds, the 
method shown in the illustration 
‘Spring and piston energy’ uses 




'You don't need to understand or 
do ANY maths to find a spring's 
stiffness" 


imperial units, so first convert the 
spring rate N/mm to Ibf/in 
(multiply N/mm by 5.710146) 
and the piston stroke and preload 
mm to inches (divide by 25.4), to 
give a result in foot pounds. If you 
wish to use Si units, use N/mm 
for spring rate, millimetres for 
stroke and preload, substitute 


PRELOAD 


‘1000’ for the ‘12’ in the 
formulae, and the answer will be 
in Joules. 

When you have calculated how 
much energy the existing spring 
can make available to the piston, 
you can gain a rough idea of what 
sort of muzzle energy a new or 
different spring may give in your 


Suppose you calculate that your 
new spring is making 28 ft. lb. 
available to the piston, and the 
muzzle energy is 11 ft. lb., for an 
energy efficiency of 39%, but you 
want 11.4 ft. lb. at the muzzle. 
Rather than stripping the rifle, 
adding preload, rebuilding it and 
testing, then repeating the 
exercise until you get the desired 


rifle, and how much preload will 
be needed. Most importantly, by 
calculating spring rate and spring/ 


muzzle energy, simply divide the 
extra 0.4 ft. lb. by .39, and you’ll 
find that the piston needs roughly 
an extra 1 ft. lb. to take the rifle to 
11.4 ft. lb., then recalculate the 
piston energy adding a millimetre 
at a time to the preload figure 
until you get the 29 ft. lb. that will 
give you 11.4 ft. lb. (or very close 
to it) at the muzzle. 


piston energy, you can avoid 
buying aftermarket springs that 
are unsuitable for a UK rifle. S 



Spring and piston energy 


spring energy formula 

(0.5xSRx(PS+PL)>)/12 


Preload energy formula 

(0.5xSRxPL’)/ 12 


Whene SR = Spnng Rale Win), PS = Piston Strode (inch), arvd PL = Preload (inch). 


To CBicutete piston energy, subtract preioad erjergy from sprmg energy. 


The five bits of information required to 
uniock the secrets of the spring. 
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WEIGHING UP 
THE OPTIONS 

Jim considers the effect of variations in weight between 
individual pellets from the same tin 

pellets from the same tin is far 



6.2 and 8.6 grain pellets 





Th&ligMw pellet exits the imzzle slightly earlier in the surge , 'hi 
when the barrel is pointing a fraction higher. 


W hen testing an airgun to 
ensure that it is safely within 
the legal limit, you really should 
weigh each individual pellet, 
because the weight displayed on 
the tin label cannot be relied upon 


for such an important matter. A 
5% increase above the weight 
marked on the tin, for instance, 
would mean a rifle you ‘tested’ at a 
safe 11.4 ft. lb. was actually 11.97 
ft. lb. A 5% variation in weight in 


from unknown, and even greater 
deviation from the weight marked 
in the tin is not exactly 
uncommon. 

To weigh pellets, you could use 
jeweller’s digital scales, which are 
widely available and often at very 
low prices, although before buying 
you need to be aware of two 
things; the quoted accuracy of 
scales is invariably expressed in 
grams, rather than grains, so a 
scale advertised as having an 
accuracy of O.lg will only be 
accurate to +/- 1.54 grains, which 
is useless for our purposes, and 
some of the cheaper models may 
prove less accurate than that. A 
scale with an accuracy of 0.001 
grams will be accurate to +/- 
0.154 grains. More accurate 


'The alternative to a digital scale is an old-fashioned 

balance beam scale” 


scales are available, but the prices 
rise hugely. If you buy a more 
modestly priced scale, there is an 
easy test of how reliable it is, and 
that is simply to weigh the same 
pellet several times - the worst 
scales will give several different 
weights! 

The alternative to a digital scale 
is an old-fashioned balance beam 
scale, widely advertised as 
‘powder scales’ and sold in gun 
shops for reloaders. As with digital 
scales, the more accurate they 
are, the higher the price. 

The problem with owning a 
pellet scale is that it brings the risk 
of the pellet-weighing equivalent of 
chrono-itis, and causes the owners 
to become as obsessive about 
weighing pellets as chrono owners 
can be about measuring shot-to- 
shot variations in muzzle velocity. 

To know that your rifle is safely 
legal is priceless, so ‘scale-itis’ is 
on balance a risk worth taking, 
and using a scale can actually 
help to cure the dreaded 
chron-oitis. 

Many people worry hugely 
about shot-to-shot variations in 
muzzle velocity, which can be 
caused by nothing more than 
variations in the weight of 
individual pellets, and some 
wrongly conclude that there is 
something wrong with their rifle, 
and even try to cure the non- 
existent problem by having the 
rifle tuned, or fitting a tuning kit. If 
you weigh each pellet before 
testing, and calculate the muzzle 
energy, you will often find that the 
muzzle energy is much more 
consistent than the velocity, which 
reassures you that there is actually 
nothing wrong with the rifle, and 
so cures chrono-itis - in theory, 
that is. » 
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It has taken years of 
refinement to be able to 
measure spring rifle 
recoil accurately. 









"You might be forgiven for thinking that variations in 
muzzle velocity must result in vertical shot stringing” 


STRING THEORY 

You might be forgiven for thinking 
that variations in muzzle velocity 
must result in vertical shot 
stringing at range and, in the case 
of marked variations, you’d be 
right, but in the case of the minor 
variations caused by individual 
pellet weight, the answer is not so 
clear cut. 

It is well known that PCPs tend 
to deliver higher muzzle energy 
with heavier pellets, springers with 
lighter pellets, but these are just 
general trends, and minor 
variations in pellet weight tend to 
be reflected in muzzle velocity just 
as much, if not more than energy 
for both springer and PCP. The 
difference is that, in a springer, 
both muzzle energy and velocity 
tend to decrease with an increase 
in pellet weight, but in a PCP, as 
the pellet weight increases, the 
muzzle energy may increase, but 
the muzzle velocity may decrease. 
In both cases, the general trend is 
for muzzle velocity to fall as pellet 
weight increases. The POI shift 
from a drop in muzzle velocity 
won’t necessarily be the same for 
a springer as it is for a PCP, as we 
shall see. 

The muzzle velocity may reduce 
slightly with heavier examples of a 
pellet, but something else rises 
slightly to help mitigate the effect 


on pellet drop, and that something 
is the ballistic coefficient (BC). All 
other things being equal, an 
increase in weight equals an 
increase in BC, and an increase in 
BC helps the pellet retain a little 
more velocity in flight, and so the 
drop in POI at range caused by 
pellet weight variation may not be 
quite as great as the muzzle 


velocity figures alone might 
suggest. 

TESTING 

Chairgun, and other ballistics 
software, will give you a pretty 
good idea of pellet drop at varying 
velocities and distances, but it 
cannot recalculate the tiny change 
in BC that accompanies a change 


in pellet weight. To get a handle 
on how pellet weight and 
consequent muzzle velocities 
affect trajectory, you either need to 
test to find the BC, which is time 
consuming, and not really 
accurate enough outside a 
laboratory, or test individually 
weighed pellets on the range. 

If you find yourself the owner of 
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found one weighing 8.2 grains, 
and another weighing 8.6 grains, 
so I tested those, and found they 
still exited the muzzle just over 0.1 
ms apart, which will translate into 
in the order of 0.05mm of surge 
forward travel, and the vertical 
travel during that short period will 
be only the merest fraction of that. 

As yet, I cannot measure 
muzzle vertical movement during 
the shot cycle, and I do not know 
of anyone who can. If the muzzle 
fell at 1 fps, typical of rifle surge 
horizontal velocity at pellet exit, 
and probably exaggerating the 
vertical velocity, then in 0.1 
milliseconds its displacement 
would be 0.0012 inches, which 
would translate into something in 
the region of 0.1 to 0.15 inches at 
40 yards. In reality, it’s probably 


"the heavy pellets exited the muzzle later in the surge phase of the 
recoil cycle than any of the lighter pellets” 



a tin of pellets with more weight 
variance than you’d like, weigh a 
sample and separate out the very 
heaviest and lightest for testing on 
a range. Because headwinds and 
tailwinds affect pellet drop, you 
need a calm day with gentle or 
preferably no wind and a range of 
a minimum of 40 yards if you want 
to see any measurable difference 
in pellet POL Wind speed often 
reduces during early morning and 
late evening, so these can be the 
best times of day. 

SPRINGER 

Heavier pellets take longer to 
travel up the barrel, and so exit 
the muzzle a fraction later than 
lighter, faster pellets. The pellet 
exits the muzzle as the rifle surges 
forward and the muzzle drops, the 
butt rises, so the later the pellet 


leaves the muzzle, the lower the 
shot will land. The question is 
whether the extra drop caused by 
this makes a tangible difference. 

I had some pellets weighed into 
bands of 8.3 to 8.4, 8.4 to 8.5, 
and 8.5 to 8.6 grains, and decided 
to run a test using the 8.3 to 8.4 
and 8.5 to 8.6 grain pellets, to 
measure any difference between 
the timing separating the piston 
coming to the end of the 
compression stroke and the pellet 
muzzle exit. 

As shown in Table One, all of 
the heavy pellets exited the muzzle 
later in the surge phase of the 
recoil cycle than any of the lighter 
pellets, and the average time delay 
was 0.1172 milliseconds. That’s 
not a lot, but it will add a tiny bit to 
the pellet drop of the slower 
pellets, because the muzzle is 



falling, the butt rising, and the rifle 
will be pointing in a slightly 
different position by the time the 
heavier pellet reaches the muzzle. 
The lighter pellets gave an average 
of 11.6 fps more than the heavier 
ones, which would place the latter 
just 0.02” (0.5 mm) lower on 
velocity, before the later pellet exit 
was taken into account. 

The pellets tested had an 
average difference of 0.2 grains. 
After sifting my way through a tin 
and a half of pellets, I eventually 


less, but we won’t know for certain 
until we are able to measure 
muzzle vertical velocity. 

It appears that minor (up to 
4%-5%) variations in weight 
between pellets have so little effect 
on trajectory that all bar long-range 
shooters, bench rest shooters, and 
the most dedicated FT/HFT 
shooters probably won’t even notice 
the difference. When testing on the 
chrono for legality, even minor 
variations have a significant effect, 
so use only weighed pellets. ■ 



This very cheap 
jeweller’s scale 
weighed the same 
pellet at 8.6 to 8 
grains; you get 
what you pay for. 


Table One 

Shot 

1 1 3 

4 S Ave tttoe mi , 

Light 

Heavy 

1,186 1-114 1.153 

1,324 1.326 1.227 

LiOS 1.185 1.1482 

1.245 1.205 1.2654 


*0.1172 
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BULLSEYES 


BARGAINS GALORE - DIRECT FROM THE AIRGUN WORLD READERS 


For only £4 your advert will appear in the next issue of 
Airgun World and on our website www.airgunshooting.co.uk 



Post your ad to, Airgun IVor/c/ Bullseyes, Evolution House, 2-6 Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 2EG 

Please include your name, address, telephone number and a maximum of 40 words and we will contact you for payment if necessary. Please make 
cheques or POs payable to Airgun Worid. Get your entries in before the end of January to be in the March issue. Unfortunately we cannot guarantee 
which issue your ad will appear in. Please note that we cannot take your advert over the phone. For further information call Sharon on 01189 742524 


LOGUN MKII 

PROFESSIONAL . 177 airgun 
with standard barrel and 
sporter walnut stock. Trophy 
winning action, highly 
polished and tuned bolt and 
trigger mechanism. Only used 
in exhibitions and matches up 
until 2004 stored in cabinet 
thereafter. Mint condition 
£550 -k £30 p-kp. Tel: 01594 
564156 (Gloucester). 

ORIGINAL 50E under lever 
air rifle wanted. Circa 1950 
with small dovetailed rear 
sight and ramp double 
dovetailed hooded front sight. 
Also wanted under levers by 
BSA, Webley, Haenal, Falke, 
Original, BSF etc. Plus 
Britannia's, Webley MKll 
Service, Greener and any 
spring operated guns pre 
1960. Tel: 01689 852862. 

LEFT HAND WALNUT stock 
for an S410 Air Arms Classic. 
Excellent condition with sling 
fittings attached, £100 Tel: 
01604 757085 (Northampton). 

BUSHNELL BANNER Dusk 
to Dawn IR 3-9 X 50. Nikko 
Sterling 3-9 x 40 PZ. Custom 
made muzzle brake AA400. 
Custom made muzzle brake 
Daystate Fluntsman. 

BSA Ultra, BSA /John Knibbs 
supplied. Original part Air 
Arms AA400 original 
equipment muzzle brake. 
Sensible offers only please. 
Tel: 01384 292454 
(Stourbridge). 

RARE 1950 Flungarian 


Relum air pistol. The large 
pistol has under lever cocking 
and a swing out gate for 
loading. In excellent working 
order with 100% bluing. 
Converts into a carbine by the 
insertion of a wire stock. Photo 
available. Offers above £85. 
Tel: 01923 236597 (Herts). 

WANTED: TOP quality under 
lever air rifle with sporting 
stock (not carbine style), .177 
with/without x 50 scope, for 
target only. Walther ECU 
Master, Weihrauch HW97K/ 
KT, Air Arms TX200 MK3 
preferred, must be 'as new' 
condition. Tel: 01278 661446 
(50 mile radius Taunton). 

DAN WESSON 6 shot 8 " 
revolver, Co2 45mm, boxed 
as new £110. Umarex 
Magnum Dessert Eagle pistol, 
Co2 45mm, matt black, spare 
mags, complete with carrying 
case 

as new, £160. Tel: 01625 
511118 (Macclesfield). 

WALTHER LGU Special 
Edition, 177. Just 100 
examples, gold plated trigger 
and walnut stock, serial no. 
24. Hawke 4-12x50 IR EV 
scope. £1,000 ONO. Buyer 
collects. 

Tel: 0779 2953917 (Walsall). 

40FT LB .22 Daystate Air 
Ranger with 3-9 x 12 
Simmons scope plus Daystate 
silencer. In mint condition 
with walnut highly polished 
stock. Recently serviced by 
gun shop where purchased. 


Complete with 12lt x 300 bar 
air bottle and all fittings. £750 
for both. Buyer must hold fac. 
Tel: 01268 556403 (Essex). 

BSA ULTRA Multishot MKl, 
blueprinted by its creator John 
Bowkett. Black synthetic 
stock. 6-24 X 50 illuminated 
etched mil-dot scope on 
one-piece mount. Carbon 
fibre silencer and BSA Ultra 
slip £350. Can post. Tel: 
07789 534614 (Essex). 

THEOBEN EVOLUTION .20, 

with hand styled walnut stock 
by Don Robinson. Nice 
condition, buyer collects, no 
postage £400. Tel: 01728 
648739 (Suffolk). 

AIR ARMS S510SL Carbine 
.22. Good condition with Q 
Tec silencer , sling, swivels no 
scope £430. Tel: 01754 
873591. 

BROCOCK CONTOUR XL 

Elite .22, with silencer, 3 Itr fill 
tank all new April plus Walther 
4-12 X 50 Illuminated scope 
£600. Tel: 0208 974 6748 
(Surrey). 

PECAR SCOPE 4X35, used 
but in great condition. Plain 
fine reticle £150. Nikko 
Sterling Nighteater 4-16 x 50 
as new £100. Tel: 0121 
7881050 (Birmingham). 

TROPHY .177 multi shot 
pistol, as new fired only 36 
pellets. Complete with PAO 
2-8 x32 pistol scope. Both in 
wooden case, £225, buyer 


collects. Tel: 01458 252382 
(Somerset). 

WEIHRAUCH HW99S .177 
with Nikko Sterling 4 x 32 AO 
scope, plus SMK silencer. 
Buyer collects £200. Tel: 
07792 953917 (Walsall). 

AIR ARMS S410 .177, 
11.6ft.lbs. early rifle, mint 
condition, just serviced, new 
air cylinder, right handed with 
adjustable bi-pod fitted. Nikko 
Sterling 4-12 x 46 scope, new 
fleece lined bag, unopened tin 
Diabolo Eield. Quick sale 
hence £450 no offers. Ideal 
HET. Tel: 01209 216985 
(Cornwall). 

S400 MPR RIFLE .177 with 
butt hook plus 10 X 50 scope, 
bottle, valve, case and seat 
£600. Tel: 01844 237893 
(Buckinghamshire). 

WEBLEY SENIOR Air Pistol 
.22 Serial No 1641, nice 
condition but not boxed. 

Buyer collect £150. Tel: 

01728 648739 (Suffolk). 

AIR ARMS S400F with 
ebony stock. Scope and 
silencer £465, plus Walther 
Rotex RM8 air rifle. Brand 
new, never used, still boxed, 
£395, postage available. Tel: 
01209 612600 (Cornwall). 

THEOBEN RAPID 7 Walnut 
stock only, ambidextrous £75, 
also TX200 stock only, has 
been reduced in size £35. 
Postage available. Tel: 01209 
612600. 


The Bullseyes service is for readers wishing to buy and sell airgun equipment as part of a non-commercial transaction. There is no need for such 
transactions to be made face to face (unless an airgun is FAC rated), but Airgun Worid requests that due caution is exercised when buying or selling an 
airgun. You must adhere to the current airgun laws. You cannot buy an airgun if you are under 18 years of age. Bullseyes are not offered to those who sell 
airguns as a way of trade of business 
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INTRODUCING 
THE NEW 


FROM GROSMAN 




e Steel breech and scope rail 
c 4 X 32 scope and mounts 
e 1 Sin barrel 
G Silencer adaptor 


Distributed to the trade by: 

ASI, AlHance House, Snape, Saxmurkdham, Suffolk IP17 1SW 

Orosmarf 

W: www.a-s-Lco,uk 


Tel: 01728 888555 
Fax: 01728 688950 

E: info4^a-s-i.co.uk 



j^IRGUN SHO QTEffg 

SMlsaaAT!^^ 






Good Reasons 


Brattonsound 
Gunsafe: 


3 YEAR ON-SITE 
WARRANTY* 

Our aftar sales sarvEce is second to 


I SECURfTY 

I You do 0 't want your pride and joy to 

I be stolen or your guns to fall into 
unscrupuioys hands. 

SAFETY 

If you havo children in the house 
there is no better way of keeping 

[ Innahhi iMm Dnshan S''”® f™™ 

|■willPHlfBHll^oaww I jnquisjth^ minds and hands. 

PROTECTION 

With your guns safely iocNed away there's no chance of them getting 
knocked by s vacuum cleaner or Incurring other accidental damage, 
STORAGE FOR ALL YOUR GEAR 
Keep your guns, ammo and accessorfes together. Turning the house upside 
down to rind your pellets can be a thing of the past! 

WE ARE THE GU NSAFE EXPERTS 
Established in 1982, we make ah our own products In the UK, We have 
gunsafes especially for airguns with or without scopes, and all our safes 
are also suitable for Part 1 FEreamis and Shotguns. 

FREE Napier 9^ corrosion inhibitor. 

^ ‘Tflirti* luid ifMindllliiHia ipplT - so* wcbsilc Tftf iklMts. 

Call 020 8254 8812 foi brochures aad jraurlecal stochist 

www.brattonsound.co.uk 



A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1961 


Webley 

MK VI .177 BB £199 


New Umarex 
Winchester Duke 8 
shot rifle .1 77 pellet 

£395 


W 


Umarex " 

.177 bb co2 Pistols 
£170 in stock now 


Please note: we do require 2 proofs of identification 


Unit 2 Access House, Stephenson Way, Three Bridges, Crawley RH10 1TN 

Tel: 01293 525880 Email: sales@surplusstore.co.uk 

Min».SIJRPLlJSSnMlK.(XKIJK 

Opening Hours 9.30-5.30 Monday - Saturday. Ample Free parking. 
Sundays - Nov 29*^ Dec 6^^ Dec 13*^ Dec 20*^ - 11am to 4.30pm 



I 


ww-wLameustorngunsm i th.s.com 
amaistomgunsmiths@hotn:itTil.co.uk 


CUSTOM GUNSiVUTHS 

^ 01623 861308 
0774 ^^^ 31 % / 
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I own a lot of Grosman airguns - 
Co2, and pump-powered. Their 
new pump-up air rifle bears a 
striking resemblance to the 
Bushmaster ACR firearm, although 
a scaled down version. The 
MK-177 is a variable pump gun so 
you can tailor the power to the 
range you are shooting at, and the 
type of projectile, be it steel BB or 
lead pellet; it has a five-shot clip for 
shooting pellets, and this 
removable clip is manually fed 
through the rifle. 

The gun has so many features of 
note it is hard to know just where to 
start, so let’s begin with safety. It 
has a manual safety catch situated 
in front of the trigger guard, and a 
red ring is shown around the edge 
of the button when it is set to ‘fire’. 
The gun has a curved bolt handle 
on the left-hand side of the action 
above the trigger area which, when 
pulled back, cocks the hammer; 
the older models had it on the 
right-hand side, and the one on the 
MK-177 is bigger too. For BBs, it 
has a very large internal reservoir 
that holds 300-plus, 4.5mm, steel 


BBs, and it has a plastic, rotating 
flap on the left-hand side of the 
action. 

CHOICE OF AMMO 

There is another internal magazine, 
moulded into the action below the 


sight rail, which has to be filled 
from this reservoir, and there is a 
‘BB retaining button’, as Grosman 
call it, which has to be opened to 
allow BBs to flow into it. Field the 
MK-177 upside down, basically 
shake it to fill up the magazine and 


once full you can shut the BB 
retaining button. Make sure to 
empty the internal magazine before 
using lead pellets, though, so that 
you do not double load the gun, 
which could jam it. As you pull the 
bolt all the way back, it allows a BB » 


"The gun has so many features of note it is hard to 
know just where to start" 
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out of the magazine to fall on to a 
magnetic pad on the end of the 
bolt, then as the bolt is pushed 
forward, it has to go over the large 
gap in the action where the pellet 
magazine is inserted. 

It states in the instructions that 
you must put in a minimum of 
three pumps. Any less may cause 
the BB or lead pellet to stay 
jammed in the barrel. You’ll see 
from the photographs that the fore 
end section that you pump has 


at 15 yards. 

SIGHTS 

I’ll talk about the sights now, before 
moving on to accuracy testing. The 
MK-177 has a rather good set of 
open sights. There is a front post, 
and a rear, peep-type sight with 
two differing peep holes that you 
can flip back and forth to 
whichever one you prefer. The rear 
sight can be adjusted for windage 
via a screw on the left-hand side of 


"the long sight-base of 430mm 
makes for very accurate shooting” 


44mm long Picatinny accessory 
rails on each side. I tested the gun 
using five pumps for a BB and ten 
for a pellet. BB shooting is always 
associated with rapid-ish fire and 
plinking, so putting in ten pumps 
for every BB shot would get a bit 
boring. Over the chronograph, with 
five pumps, and 5.4 grain Grosman 
Copperhead BBs, it came out at 
530fps or 3.3ft.lbs. Ten pumps for 
a BB took it up to 620fps or 4.5ft. 
lbs. With 7.9 grain Grosman 
Premier pellets, it left the barrel of 
the MK-177 at 480fps for five 
pumps, and 590fps for ten pumps 
- or 4 and 6ft. lbs and the cocking 
effort is not great at around 6kg. 
Five pumps for BBs is perfect for 
plinking, and ten for more serious 
stuff like blasting plastic toy soldiers 



it, and the front post has elevation 
adjustment via a special tool, which 
also has a section for the windage 
adjustment. 

I fitted the Grosman-supplied 
open sights to the black version for 
accuracy testing because the long 
sight- base of 430mm makes for 
very accurate shooting, and I shot 
a 15mm, five-shot group with 
Grosman Premier 7.9 grain pellets 
using 10 pumps. When using five 
pumps and Grosman Copperhead 
BBs, it was only marginally bigger 
at 20mm. You have two choices 
when fitting the front sight; the long 
385mm top rail, or a 35mm long 
section set 12mm lower than the 
top rail. This lower section I used 
for six yards, and with the front 
sight tool I got the sights dead on. I 



The rear sight has two peep 
elements. 



fitted a red dot to the tan rifle; you 
will need to use Weaver/Picatinny 
scope mounts or red dots sights 
with a Picatinny fitting, but these 
are easy to get hold of now. The 
rubber butt pad comes off, allowing 
storage of four pellet clips and the 
open sight tool - clever - and the 
recoilless operation makes the 
MK-177 ideal as a young person’s 
training rifle. 

A good safety tip not mentioned 
in many instruction pamphlets is 
that if you wear prescription or 
reading glasses for shooting, then 
you must wear safety or shooting 
glasses over the top of them. When 
shooting BBs this is a must, and 
well done to Grosman for pointing 
that out. 

The Grosman MK-177 is a very 


SPECIFICATIONS 


Manufacturer Grosman 
Country of origin USA 
Distributor ASI 01728 688555 
Model MK-177 
Type Multi-shot rifle 

Power source Pneumatic manual fore 
end pump 

Cocking effort 6kg 
Calibre .177 (4.5mm) 

Action Pellet from a 5-round clip and 
18-round BB magazine (with a 
300-plus-round reservoir) 

Sights Fixed front post, fixed rear 
notch, sight rail 


Safety Manual 
Overall length 838mm 
Barrel length 440mm 
Pull length 308mm 
Weight 1.5kg 
Trigger weight 1.5kg 


RRP (TAN) £139. 
RRP (BLK) £129. 



accurate and 'fun to shoot’ rifle. It’s 
the perfect pi inker, and for fans of 
military-style rifles - and who isn’t? 
- it is absolutely brilliant. I cannot 
choose between the tan and black 
version, so will buy both. 

Many thanks to Edward and all 
at ASI for their help with this 
article ■ 
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ED ‘SOUND’ ADVIC 

GET SHORTY! 

The Trophy’ was an instant success, garnering ecstatic reviews from shooters, retailers and the airgun 
press alike, culminating in it being voted "Best C02 Pistol 2014". 

The new ‘silenced’ models, being introduced following customer demand, feature the addition of a 1/2” UNF 
silencer adapter and a compact sound moderator, that is only 135mm in length and is extremely 

lightweight at 101 grams. This model was found to offer the greatest level of sound suppression of all models tested 
-by length and weight-when tested recently by magazine. The silenced models are available in a 

9-shot (.177) multi-shot version featuring a self-indexing rotary magazine, that offers 45-55 full-power (up to 5.5ft/ 
lbs) shots from a single 12gr C02 capsule and the UK’s only .25 (6.35mm) single shot pistol. 



The Adapter/ Get Shorty! Combination is also being offered as an ‘easy fit’ 
aftermarket option for all ‘Trophy’ models and will also fit most pistols with a 
10mm barrel, such as the SMK ‘Victory’ range. 


• Includes one 9-shot, self-indexing rotary magazine. 

• Additional magazines only £19.99 ea 

• Single-shot Tray adapters only £12.99 each 

• 5.5ft/lbs Muzzle Energy (pellet dependant) - 
without pumping! 

• lx 12g C02 cartridge =45 full-power shots in .177 

^Delivery to RFD only - Scope not included. 


• Free-floating barrel 

• Beech, Competition style, stock with palm shelf 

• Adjustable rear sight 

• Blade foresight , 

• 9/11mm Scope dovetail 


finao TheShootingParty AirF@rceOn& 

Unit 4C, Birchbrook Industrial Park, 

Birchbrook Lane, Shenstone, Staffordshire, WS14 ODJ 
www.the-shooting-party.co.uk Tel. 01543 480 361 





VISA 


VISA 


Overall length 
200mm 
Blade length 
m 95 mm 


PBK Classic Bush Craft Knife 


Full tang sheath knife O wM 
3.5mm thick 3cr1 3mov stainless 


■ steel blade 

U 

Rose wood 
hole M 


u o 

Rose wood handle with lanyard 








£19.99 

+(P+P) 


Traditional style leather 
belt sheath 
Large fire steel with 
rose wood handle^ 


SpecratChrist^nas Off^r^ ^ 

^ J|h every PBK Bijishcraft knife 
puihased ypu0ij|refil^ ajm 
2-step kntfe shai|iip.p€r; 


Carbide 


ceramic 


w5rldpa 


VISA 
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Phil Hardman follows a tip-off to 
shooting heaven 

T his month, I have been truly activities than regular mei 

blessed with some of the the public might be. 


T his month, I have been truly 
blessed with some of the 
greatest airgun hunting I have ever 
experienced. Not just for the action 
itself, but also just the where, and 
when of it all. It all started in a 
conversation with a friend of mine, 
who uses the woods on my 
permission to walk his dogs. 

Walking the same route three or 
four times a week, and being a keen 
hunter himself, he’d noticed that on 
every single trip, he’d spot the same 
squirrels on the same trees. 

“You wanna get yourself down 
with the rifle, mate. I bet you could 
have a good day down there,” he 
assured me. 

This particular wood is huge, 
running for several miles, so I got 
out a map and asked him to show 
me the area, but he had other 
ideas. 

“Why don’t we go now? I’ll show 
you.” 

It was 7pm and dark outside, 
but I grabbed a torch and we 
headed off out. The area isn’t one I 
had spent much time in before, but 
I knew where it was once we got 
there, I usually skirt around it, 
following the route of the river, 
down in the bottom of the wood, 
but here, up on the bank at the 
edge of the wood, he assured me, 
was where the action is. There’s a 
small clear path running through it, 
where he walks his dogs - and he 
isn’t alone. Apparently a few others 
now use it too, but it isn’t a public 
footpath, so although I’d probably 
encounter other people, these 
would be friends of the landowner 
and more used to shooting-type 






activities than regular members of 
the public might be. 

After arriving back home I gave 
the gamekeeper a ring to make 
sure I was okay to shoot there the 
next day, and once I’d got the nod, 

I set about studying satellite images 
of the wood to plan my route 
through it. 

Up and at 'em 

The next morning, I was up and 
about early, pretty excited. I love 
this piece of permission; it’s a 
proper old English woodland, and 
at this time of year it looks nothing 
short of spectacular in its 
innumerable shades of gold, 
brown, red and yellow. I am sure 
that many times in the past we 
have all been told of areas that are 
heaving with quarry, and more 
often than not we are left 
disappointed when we actually 
check them out for ourselves. 

‘Millions of rats’ to a non-shooter, 
usually means there are a few to 
us, but my mate is a hunter too, we 
grew up shooting together, and he 
knows what a good day’s hunting 
is, and he knows that I know 
exactly what that means because 
we have experienced hundreds, if 
not thousands of good days out in 
the field alongside each other. If he 
says it’ll be a good day, chances 
are it’ll be a good day, so I was 
extremely optimistic about my 
chances of success as I grabbed 
my gear and headed down to the 
wood. 

I had a walk of about half a mile 
before I reached the area I’d visited 
the evening before, but I had the » 
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rifle ready just in case any shots 
should present themselves. I didn’t 
spend too long looking around, or 
stalk particularly slowly. If anything, 
I’d say it was more of a purposeful 
march as I walked along the 
well-worn track that leads over the 
river and up to the opposite side of 
the wood. Just as I reached the far 


edge, where it meets a small field, 
there’s a fork in the path. Usually, 
I’d follow the main track straight 
on, but today I took a left and after 
a few steps through some 
waist-high ferns, came out into 
what looked like a completely 
different wood. This flat plateau 
that sits high above the rest of the 


wood has evergreen ferns dotted a I 
over the floor, and the trees are 
closer, and interspersed with 
younger pines and other species, 
giving it a more closed-in feel, with 
better cover. 

The path through it, worn by the 
dog walkers, was a real godsend in 
that it offered me a silent approach 


so I decided to stick to that as I 
moved slowly through. I had only 
gone maybe 20 yards when I 
spotted the first target. A large grey 
squirrel jumped from the woodland 
floor and up onto the trunk of a 
beech tree. It paused about two 
feet from the ground, before 
skirting around the back of the 


shot, with:iio wihd i y^ai 






trunk and appearing at the behind the eye. I knew instantly my HWlOO to feed another pellet 20 yards further on, but it was 

opposite side, four feet up. I didn’t that it was a perfect shot and a into the barrel, when another grey making a hasty retreat through the 

hesitate for a second, the rifle clean kill, but the squirrel’s claws began calling and chattering at me treetops, so I headed back to the 

already shouldered by the time it clung on to the bark of the tree for from up in an oak tree 45 yards main path to continue my silent 

reappeared on the other side of the a second, before it flopped lifelessly away. Slowly, I sank to my knees stalk at the edge of the wood. 

tree. At 10 yards I knew it was to the ground. and got comty for the shot. The 

game over for this particular squirrel was sitting side on, flicking Still air 

squirrel as I squeezed off the shot Reload! its tail, obviously aware of my It was a perfectly still day, no real 

and the pellet hit it perfectly, right I’d just shuffled the side lever on presence, which meant that air movement at all, with only the 


- 9 






With one in hand I iistededior 


I practise standiing shots so 
that i’m ready for this. 


There was iots of commotion in the distance, so I went for a iook. 


moving any closer was out of the sounds of songbirds chirping in the 
question. My HWlOO and I are a trees and the scratching of falling 

well-versed pair, and I have every leaves as they brushed against the 

confidence in both the rifle and tree trunks, to break the near total 

scope combo, and my own part in silence. I kept mistaking the latter 

the process of accurate shooting, for squirrel claws on the bark, 
so it was with supreme confidence which is more often than not, the 
that I took aim, just a smidge of first sign you get that there is one 

hold-over needed, and I sent the nearby. Today, though, most were 

pellet on its way. The shot hit home busy on the woodland floor, 
and the squizzer was sent reeling collecting up fallen acorns, and 

backward off the branch it had burying them ready for winter. I 

been sitting on, spinning down to spotted the next next doing just 
the ground below. that about 30 yards ahead, moving 

Instantly, out of the corner of my between patches of fern that 
eye, I spotted another, bursting obscured my view of them 

from the leaf litter and up onto a periodically, but also kept me 

tree trunk 15 yards in front of me. hidden as I made my approach. I 

It paused about six feet up, but it closed to 25 yards or so when a 

was looking around the other side squirrel suddenly appeared atop a 

"The squirrel was sitting side-on, 
flicking its tail, obviously aware of 
my presence” 

of the tree, away from my position. small fallen branch. I didn’t see it 

It had obviously heard the impact jump up there - one minute it 

of my last shot, not the rifle itself. wasn’t there, and then it was. I 
The squirrel having its back to me froze solid, waiting for a second to 

meant I didn’t have a shot so I held see if it had sussed me, or if it 

off for a second as it moved around would continue on. It didn’t move a 
the tree trunk. It paused once more muscle, so I slowly started raising 

to flick its tail and then moved the rifle, as carefully as I could. It 

further, reappearing on the other was aware of me for sure, but I 

side, head down, where it stopped, don’t think it had grasped the real 

and completely froze. It had seen and present danger it was in, 

me; it was looking right at me, but I because in what seemed like the 

too was looking at it, through my age it took me to get up on aim, 

scope. A split second later our that squirrel never so much as 

staring contest was abruptly ended twitched a muscle, 
as I sent a .177 Weihrauch FT At 27 yards, I am unlikely to 

Exact pellet smashing into the tree miss, even free-standing, which I 
rat’s skull, sending it slumping practise a lot for situations exactly 

earthwards. I paused to catch my like this. I slowed my breathing and 

breath. I’d only been here a few got into my rhythm, raising the 

minutes and had managed three cross hairs up over the squirrel and 
squirrels without so much as taking then letting them gently settle back 
a step between shots. I gave it down until they intersected its 

another minute to see if anything head, with a tiny bit of hold-under 

else was in the vicinity, but with no to compensate for the shorter 
movement I got up to retrieve the range, and then fired! The squirrel 

fallen greys. As I went to collect the paused rigid for a split second as 

45-yarder, I spotted another about the pellet hit home, and then » 
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Note how my hands and face stand out. It’s 
a shame that I really hate wearing gloves. 


hmch was correct; - 
about a yard into the 
a bare patch of earth 
m a greysquirrer ^ , . . 
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slumped off the branch as its mate 
scampered up the nearest tree and 
then did its best treetop aerobatic 
escape routine as it disappeared 
into the distance. 

After making the retrieve and 
stuffing my haul into my backpack, 
which I’d left stashed away at the 
base of a tree, I continue on my 
way. The field at the edge of the 
wood had a lot of crow and 
pheasant activity in it, and the 
corvids in particular seemed really 
reluctant to fly away, despite them 
being seemingly aware of my 
presence, and my intentions. This 
really intrigued me, what was it that 
had them so interested that they 
thought it worth risking an 
encounter with we me, rather than 
fly away? I’ll be honest I could have 
bagged at least one of them, but I 
wanted to get closer, to get a 
clearer picture of what was going 
on before I acted; sacrifice a kill 
today, for perhaps many more 
tomorrow, if you will. 

Let me see 

I moved closer, out to the fence 
line, and started to get an idea of 


what was going on. The pheasants 
were spaced out from 30 yards into 
the field, with a much higher 
proportion nearer one particular 
part of the fence line, and the 
crows were in the same sort of 
pattern. Instantly, I knew what I 
was seeing, feeding hierarchy! 
There was an overhanging oak that 
hadn’t completely dropped all of its 
acorns yet, and what it had 
dropped were falling onto the grass 
field in plain sight of the crows. 

Why risk landing in a wood full of 
potential predators when you can 
sit safely out in a field with a good 
all round view, and eat? This much 
activity had to attract squirrels. 
They’re so inquisitive that they had 
to be here - if I had followed the 
crows to this banquet, they would 
have, too. I decided not to drop any 
of the crows, and instead stick to 
my initial plan of targeting squirrels, 
so I moved a few yards closer to 
get a better view of the base of the 
tree and the area of ground directly 
in front of it. 

My hunch was correct; sitting 
about a yard into the field on a bare 
patch of earth, was a grey squirrel. 


I had a fence to rest on, it was 35 
yards, which is my zero range, with 
no wind - formality? You betcha! 
The strange thing is, even the 
sound of my shot and the resulting 
impact, which knocked that 
squirrel over without so much as a 
twitch, only spooked half of the 
crows. Several stayed put, and it 
wasn’t until I moved to reload the 
rifle that they took to the sky. I 
picked up my kill and made my 
way back along the way I had 
come, which despite only being a 


couple of hundred yards, took me 
easily another hour. I sat at the 
base of a tree for a while and let 
things settle, before continuing until 
I reached the point at which I’d 
started. All in all, I had accounted 
for six grey squirrels - good going 
for less than two hours in the field, 
but more importantly, I had found 
somewhere that was the sort of 
place I had dreamed of hunting in 
as a child. Yeah, to me at least. I’d 
found airgun hunting heaven! 

See you all next month! ■ 


AC Guns Ltd 



My Way Lodge , The Ridge West, Hastings, East Sussex , TN37 7PP 
Phone: 01424 752261 | Mobile: 07730 493900 | 

Email: acguns@talktalk.net | WWW.acgunS.CO.uk 



The Gun Shop 

BOTLEY MILLS 


SHOOTING SUPPLIES & 
COUNTRY CLOTHING 


Opening Hours 
Mon - Friday 9-5pni 
Sat 10-5pm 
Closed Sunday 


01489 797 677 

www.thegunshoponline.com 
Email: thegunshop@botleymills.co.uk 
Botley Mills, Southampton, Hampshire SOSO 2GB 
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for further details. 
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OPTICS 



Phill Price gets a sneak peek at new optics from firearms giants SIG 



S IG firearms are some of the most 
highly respected in the world, 
being used by elite military and law 
enforcement teams all around the 
planet. Their reputation is 
unquestioned as being strong, 
durable and reliable in the very worst 
conditions you can imagine. Having 
conquered this sector, they’ve 
decided to broaden their horizons 
into other areas related to their core 
market, including airguns. I saw 
these at the huge IWA gun show in 
Germany in the spring and was 
immediately impressed. Pre- 
production samples will be in our hot 
hands and we’ll bring you our early 
impressions as soon as we can. 

I was also intrigued to see that 
they’re entering the optics world of 
scopes, binoculars and red-dot 
sights. These are key tools for tactical 
units, as well as for hunters and the 
styling reflects this. There’s a dark 


grey, stealth-looking finish that 
makes them stand out from the 
crowd, allied to a few angular edges 
for that futuristic appeal. The two 
pairs I had to look at were early 
pre-production prototypes that had 
been used and abused heavily in the 
field whilst durability testing. They’ll 
come with flip-up lens covers and a 
‘deluxe’ neck strap as standard. 

ZULU 5 

The Zulu 5 model had a 10 x 42 
spec’ which has higher magnification 
than I typically use for airgun 
hunting, but I appreciated the 
compactness of the design. At just 
730 grammes and 140mm in length 
they’re very compact. The 
magnesium body accounts for much 
of the weight saving and this is 
covered in a soft rubber-like armour, 
so they should be able to take the 
knocks in the field. Writing as 


somebody who wears prescription 
glasses I was pleased to see that the 
ocular cups have a good range of 
adjustment to suit everybody’s eyes. 

It can be frustrating to have to take 
your glasses off every time you need 
to use the bins. 

Internally, SIG has employed 
some very modern elements such as 
High Definition (HD) glass to offer 


superior clarity and colour 
correctness, whilst a silver deposition 
phase-coated BAK4 prism with 
dielectric mirror coating is claimed to 
bring unmatched resolution and 
image contrast. Finally, they used a 
broadband, fully multi-coated lens 
system to offer a bright and vivid 
image, even in low light conditions. 
That all sounded great, but what 



'The handling felt good and the 
image guality was impressive” 


The Zulu 3’s open frame 
offered excellent handling. 
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Manufacturer SIG 
Importer Highland Outdoors 


Web www.highlandoutdoors.co.uk 

Models 

Zulu 3, 8x32 £ 242.99 
Zulu 5, 10x42 £ 387.99 


Tetierecilens covers wi/l 
corfce as^tah^ard. 


OPTICS 


SPECIFICATION 


the eyecup, making for quick and 
easy correction. A weakness of 
lesser binoculars is that they require 
too many revolutions of the focus 
wheel to move from one distance to 
another, but these SIG models 
don’t suffer from that. Just a 
relatively small movement covers 
most normal hunting distances, 
which is just how it should be. 

As I guess we should expect, any 
product proudly carrying the SIG 
brand isn’t going to be cheap and 
the 'entry level’ Zulu 3 range starts 
at £242.99. This may be more than 
some people are used to paying, 
but it’s still a quarter of the price of 
European optics whilst offering 
impressive performance. They meet 
the IPX-7 standard, rated for 
complete water immersion up to 
one metre and for fog-proof 
performance. The militaries of the 
world respect these international 
standards as proof that products will 
do what they say. What it means to 
us is that you could drop these 
binoculars into water a metre deep, 
for half an hour, and they’ll be 
unaffected, or in other words - no 
amount of rain will make them leak. 

My time with these binoculars 
was short but it was long enough to 
make me look forward to a full 
review as soon as I can. ■ 


were they like to use? The handling have your rifle and all your other kit, image quality was good. I had a 

felt good and the image quality was a heavy pair of binoculars can be a chance to use this pair while out 

impressive, but I won’t know just burden, so with these weighing just rabbit shooting at dusk and I can 

how good until I have a pair for a 500 grammes they’re no chore to vouch for good low light 

proper long-term test early next year; carry along. performance. Their ability to resolve 

full low light testing is the key to a beige rabbit on a dusty paddock 

reading how all those fancy internals BOLD CLAIMS in low light made the difference 

show their worth. The catalogue tells me that the low between a kill and walking right by. 

The second model I saw was the dispersion glass offers maximised I actually preferred the ergonomics 

Zulu 3 8 X 32 which is more my kind clarity and colour, whilst silver of these to the more expensive 

of specification. These use an deposition, phase-coated, BAK4 model, 

open-frame design which is right up prisms create unmatched Both pairs have their dioptre 

to date and very light. When you resolution and image. Again, the adjusters on the right barrel under 

"Their ability to resolve a beige rabbit on a dusty 
paddock in low light made the difference between a 
kill and walking right by” 


A rubberised finish adds grip to 
the handling, and that makes you 
more accurate. J 


^The eye cups offer a good range of 
adjustment to help glasses wearers. 
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THOSE MAJOR 
MISTAKES 
HOW TO FIX THEM I 


The perfect gift 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER 


Treat a loved one this Christmas to a 
subscription. Each issue is delivered to their door 
- a reminder of your generosity every month ! 


www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/awxmas5 

0844 848 4211 quoting CAWXS15B 
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Target-Air Ltd. 

“Shooting Target Specialists” 

“Designed, Manufactured and 
Supplied by Shooters...” 




3mm Airgun spinners and 
sets. Various sizes and 
shapes. 

2 to 5 spinners per set 



HARDOX 500! 
10mm thick hardened 
steel rimfire targets. 
Various shapes and sizes 



JSB Pellets. 

Not Pellet make in the 
world. Our aim is to stock 
the whole JSB range 



24 different designs in 
stock. 14 and 17cm. 
Thin paper for BB 
Thick for Airgun, Rimfire 



Hand made, fully welded 
pellet catchers. Choice of 
1.5 and 3mm STEEL!!! 
14cm and 17cm. 



6mm Rimfire spinners 
and sets. Various sizes 
and shapes. 

2 to 4 spinners per set. 


Email: sales@target-air.co.uk 

Web: www.target-air.co.uk 



TELs 01491 576689 

www.henleycountiysports.co.uk 

Opening Times: Tuesday - Saturday 9:00-5:30pm 

Friar Park Stables, Gravel Hill 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 4NR 
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Armen, Atr Arms, 
BSA, Brocock, 
CrosmaOs Dayst&te, 
Deben, Game, 
Hatsan, Hawke, 
Range Right, SMK, 
Wehiey, Weihrauch, 

... and many more 
visit our website 


HAMMERLI S26 
including gas 
and ammo 


Tuesday to 
Saturday 
Q.45am - 5*30 pm 
closed Sun & Monday 



SPECIAL OFFERS 


Pulsar N750 Digital Night 
Vision 


Air Arms Ultimate Sporter 
(Now in Stock) 


Photon XT 5x42 by Thomas 
GREAT VALUE 


Hatsan 1000S including 4x32 
scope & bag 


HW1 OOK Laminate with 
silencer 


Umarex Colt Python 357 2.5" 
177 BB 


Umarex Hamerelli S26 Bicolour 
Multishot Pistol 


Crosman SR357 Revolver BB.. 
Gamo PT85 Gift Pack 


Hawke Eclipse 30SF 
6-24x50 SF 


Crosman Nitro Venom .22 
with Scope 


Umarex IMI Mini Uzi C02 
.177 BB 


SMKModel19RRP£150 
ON OFFER AT 


Umarex Walther PPK/s 

KWCM45A1 1911 4.5mm 
C02 Air Pistol 


SMK XS501 C02 Air Rifle NEW... 


HUGEchoicaofMTCand _MTC- 

Hawke Scopes in Stock i sport optics 


An Approved Daystate & 
Air Arms Service Centre 


Daystate 
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A TARMEX 


The Airgun World team visits one of the UK's biggest importers of airguns 


W e’ve just visited Birmingham- 
based airgun importer, 

Armex, a company that’s going 
from strength to strength. They’ve 
recently recruited more staff who 
have brought valuable industry 
experience to the team, to keep up 
with the growing demand for 
products, and the senior 
management team has also been 
reorganised to make the best of 
their individual skills, 
streamlining the way the 
company runs. As we walked 
around their building we noticed 
that the warehouse is 
bulging with product from 
their number one 
supplier, Umarex, for which Armex 
is the official UK importer. 

We spoke to the on-site gunsmith 
who was busy working on a 
break-barrel, spring-piston rifle^ 
and he told us that they can 
service and repair all the products 
they sell, right there in Birmingham, 
saving the need to return the guns 
to the Umarex headquarters in 
Germany. This means a quicker 


turnaround and better service for 
British customers. 

Of great interest to us was the 
polymer coated stock, Rotex RM8, 
on display at the Midland Game 
Fair, and Armex has them arriving 
any time now. This buddy-bottle- 


fed, pre-charged pneumatic rifle 
has been a big hit in its wooden 
stock version, so those who hunt in 
bad weather can choose a finish 
that will survive the very worst 
conditions and come up looking 
good. 


with an aggressively serrated 
section further back. There’s also a 
hardened glass breaker and a 
curved seat-belt cutter hidden in 
the handle. 

The final one was the Multi Tac 
Pro, a multi-tool with a twist. As 


'those who hunt in bad weather can choose a finish 
that will survive the very worst conditions” 




Armex offers a huge 
range of interesting 
knives. 


Accessories are also a big part of 
the business and we saw some 
interesting knives and multi-tools. 
The first was a simple, 
folding knife - the TFK II 
Pro - that looks just the job 
for the airgun hunter. The 2%” 
blade is spot-on for game 
preparation duties, and the 
synthetic handles mean that it can 
be scrubbed clean for proper 
hygiene. The next was the Rescue 
Knife Pro, designed for use by the 
emergency services for dangerous 
situations like extracting somebody 
from a car that’s been in a crash. 
The Sandvik 12C27 stainless steel 
blade has a plain edge at the front 


you’d expect, there’s the usual 
blade and pliers, but similar to the 
Rescue Pro there’s a glass breaker, 
and a seat-belt cutter. The neat 
trick that makes it stand out is a tool 
that accepts the driver bits, which 
include Phillips, chisel point, and 
hex drivers, adding hugely to the 
versatility. These are just a few of 
the massive range of knives on offer 
from Armex’s huge choice of guns 
and accessories - all of which can 
be seen at www.armex-airgun.co.uk 

Rotex RMS Polymer £558.00 
TFK II Pro £39.49 

Rescue Knife Pro £49.49 

Multi Tac Pro £69.00 


www.airgunshooting.co.uk | AIRGUN WORLD | 97 



CBA5W12A 


i BE SAFE, BE SURE 
Application form i GET INSURED 


S BASA Membership, CDS Global, Sovereign Park, 

Market Harborough, Leicester, LE16 9EF. 

□ I am a new subscriber □ I am a current subscriber and wish to renew 

□ I wish to become a member of BASA 

□ I am a BASA member and wish to renew (enter membership number below:) 


Name 

Email* [required for INSTANT cover] 


* Please enter this information so that we keep you up-to-date with important information. You can 
unsubscribe from these mebasages at any time. 

Address 


Postcode 

Telephone Number 

□ I confirm I am 1 8 years old or above 
PLEASE READ BELOW: 

□ Tick here if you’ve ever been declined insurance cover before. If you have ticked this box, please 
send us the details. B.A.S.A has the right to reject a membership application, subject to appeal. 

□ Tick here if you’ve ever been convicted of a criminal offence (excluding minor driving offences).The 
membership secretary will contact you for more details before processing your application. 

□ INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT 

□ Deal 1 - Please start my subscription and membership by annual Direct Debit at £45.00 

□ Deal 2 - Please start my BASA membership by annual Direct Debit at £1 9.95 

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society branch. 

To the manager (Bank name) 

Address 

Postcode 


DEAL1 


BEST 
I OFFER 


JUST £45.00 

by annual Direct Debit 

Total value £91 .82 - SAVING 50% 


OR 


JUST £48.00 

by cheque, credit/debit card 


13 issues of 
Airgun World 

+ 



'Ll Annual BASA 

==■ * Membership 
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DEAL 2 


Name(s) of 

account holder(s) 

Bank/Building Society 
account number 


Branch 
sort code 


BASA ONLY £19.95 

by annual Direct Debit 
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safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee, i understand that the instruction may Reference: (Office use only) 

remain with Archant Community Media Ltd and if so, detaiis wiii be passed 
eiectronicaiiy to my Bank or Buiiding Society. 

B paying by credit/ debit card 

□ Deal 1 - Please start my subscription and membership by credit/debit card at £48.00 

□ Deal 2 - Please start my BASA membership by credil/debit card at £23.95 

CARD no. nnnn ^ nnnn nnnn 
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B paying by cheque 

□ Deal 1 - 1 enclose my cheque made payable to Airgun World for £48.00 
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Welcome to Britain’s ONLY 
Airgun Association 



BRITISH AIRGUN SHOOTERS ASSOCIATION 


JOIN TODAY 



ENJOY THE PRIVILEGES BASA BRINGS - AND ABOVE ALL, SHOOT LEGALLY AND SAFELY 


■ Up to £2 million third party 
liability insurance^ Covering 
Airguns and FAC Airguns 

■ Photo ID card and proof 
of insurance 

■ SPECIAL OFFERS on 

Archant books and DVD’s 


■ SPECIAL OFFERS from 
selected retailers. Visit 
www.airgunshooting.co.uk 

■ FREE entry in Airgun World 
competitions 

■ Contact our experts in the 
field of shooting 



Current members can also take up this great offer by extending their membership today! 

Just call and quote the code below 


JOIN TODAY FOR INSTANT COVER 

Provide your email address to receive instant cover 


WWW. subscriptionsave. co.uk /BA AW 
S 0844 848 8057 quote cba5W12A 

Lines are open 8am-9.30pm Mon to Fri, 8am-4pm Sat. BT calls to 0844 cost no more than 5p/min plus a 15p call set up fee, calls from mobiles usually cost more. 

# Third party liability indemnity - excess £250 property damage only. The public liability insurance is arranged byArthur J. Gallagher insurance brokers limited who are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

Allow up to 1 4 days for the preparation of your membership documents. You will be instantly insured subject to your payment being successfully processed. You will need to provide your BASA membership number to benefit from the special offers, for more 
information please visit www.airgunshooting.co.uk/basa-membership. To upgrade your membership to include both shotguns or rimfire/centrefire rifles please call 0844 848 8057. T&Cs: Direct Debit is a UK offer only. Details of Direct Debit Guarantee are available on 
request. Airgun World is published 13 times a year. Savings are based on the cover price of £3.99. Gift is available on bumper deal only. Please allow up to 28 days to receive your free gift. Offer ends 31/12/15. 





Arrow is a small compact ■ ^ 

digital night vision scope ^ 

designed and manufactured by . y 

Starlight Night Vision Ltd, it will be ^ 

offered as a complete add on package 
that will fit existing parallax adjustable rifle 
scopes. Arrow will be 

available with a or 7Q 99 0000 go 

Starfire illuminator for tO I 3 tOy U 
airgun use or with a Arrow with Arrow with 

Dragonfly IR for very starfire IR Dragonfly 

long range shooting 

I in tn '^nn wrrlc: illuminators will be optional, 

up LU OUU yi US. Arrow will use your scopes magnification 

up to approx x16 as a maximum. 


Arrow with 
Starfire IR 


Arrow with 
Dragonfly 



IMiS^rYimian UmiZBta 


Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/starlightnv.co.uk 


BRITISH 

Manufacturer 
and Supplier. 


01942 884378 
01942 876790 

starlightnv.co.uk 

All information supplied was correct at time of press and could be subject to change. 


sn«»TMe svppLies 



You won’t be disappointed! 

On site parking and easy to find 

Tues-Sat 9,00am to 5.30pm 
Late night Friday ‘til 7.00pm 


www.shootingsuppliesftd.co.uk 

01527 831261 

38 Sherwood Road. Bromsgrove 
Worcestershire, B60 3DR 
Close to the MS & M42, just off the A38 
300yds fro/n Morrisons 


Let our experts help you select the perfect combo from 
our 100+ range of new air guns (or from our 
secondhand selection) and our extensive range of 
scopes, gun bags, bhpods, gun lamps and accessories. 
Dive bottles and full charging facilities. 
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Air Ams S44W Enmn OK.K 
Air Ami Vim rtwi 
Afr Anna SIM frwn £37,95 
BSA Thtiii £42.95- 

Wcijiraudl HW lOQ fmm £3li.V5 
buyiNtflie Frufciii £.50.95. 


[lowiin Enginemng Ltd, 

Unit 9 0vcrildd, Thorpe Way 
Banbury. Oxon. 0X16 II 
Website : iA^vvt,ro^tiinenymeefinij:.cttm 
r-mail : salcs w rowan15nsinecring.com 
Phone :0I295 25IIS8 


FT Adjustable Forend 

Aci:ccc»Dry m\ \ liiimj tor Steyr <4c 
iupplied i^i4huJii|)<tgrjili(cl£i 
ni fuiidikti] mikIu. 

MocluDiQn HipplKil scptmddy 
to illnvi w pf cluing 

KI'I*9I}4> fiitmjj kviiilnble 


;£Jl0.95 Alurainiuin. 

£3 i .95 Blflcli iincdiccJ 


Partillax Levers. 


Aviilflhlc liif - 
Ocnciu LUJ-ZflxJn 
EUK 

VifKr }*nx44 IR5. A V»irr X C'LHtfKicL 1^l2v12 
FjttukcMdcu-iiutcr.lO Tiiri^iiiaiiia 


huini jiidf £ 79.95 
I'uitltorEkE^ 4iD wdbiimt 


NF W - 

r'TNfif) t’.'niwfs Shrauc) kit, 
l-irt 5(in4'x1tiiclc4ii!d1i3tccr!idQpidr 
I (iiniscope riser. 


I ' 2' 1 1 NJ- W-TfiiMis iki! a\ ailjihli: 
UfiAllllJ llWIhd 




ITIM4 


I'lciLw sec iMjf wctjilili; Jiir lunliirr 
vliMom piuls. and t|fi;'csscincs. 

vvifrw.rpwan-i.'fiijLCieerafil'.t.ciiri 


cM-hidts iktivtin' A 


>irE ii 


.fliafljac. 


Alr^strippcrs wi 
odjUMuhlc Cimi:. 


S 4 iw.\l jmitiium E 43 95 
S)4iJi> IlLo^-k £>I3 95 

LOI Itl Atiwiiiniiifu E 5 t 95 


100 I AIRGUN WORLD I www.airgunshooting.co.uk 




SQUIRREL PASTIES 


ROSIE'S RECIPE 




■£-YVvjv%! 



SQUIRREL 


Rosie Barham prepares 
a tree-mendous meal 
that you'd be nuts 
not to try 


T hese little pasties are easy to 
cook and so handy to grab 
from the freezer when you fancy a 
quick lunchtime snack; 
microwave for about a minute and 


infant mouths to feed and they 
can’t manage a large pasty - 
apart from my eldest 
granddaughter, who takes after 
her father. 


"I know quite a few grown men who do 
this too, so perhaps I wasn't the only mum 
to hoodwink small children " 


they’re ready to eat. If you cook 
the squirrel first, and make sure 
that all the vegetables are very 
finely chopped, the pasties are 
even quicker to assemble - and 
everyone I know loves them. 

You can make them any size 
you like - traditional pasty size for 
a main meal - but I prefer these 
little ones because they’re more 
versatile, and sometimes, I have 


Years ago, when my boys were 
small, I was inspired to make this 
kind of thing because they had a 
tendency not to eat vegetables if 
they could be seen on the plate. 
Eventually, they sussed that I’d 
blitzed green things into the gravy 
and refused even that, so I had to 
find another way until they 
developed a more adult palate. I 
found that if a few veg. were 



incorporated into something 
pastry-wrapped, they’d eat it. 
Strangely, I know quite a few 


grown men who do this too, so 
perhaps I wasn’t the only mum to 
hoodwink small children. » 
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ROSIE'S RECIPE: SQUIRREL PASTIES 




•^:’fVvjv^! 



INGREDIENTS: 


Squirrel meat 

Half a swede, one onion and two small potatoes, 
f very finely diced 

two tablespoons of concentrated chicken stock 
(Or dissolve a stock cube in two tbs of hot water) 
thyme -fresh or dried 
^ Sait and pepper 
Shortcrust pastry 
One egg, whisked. 


METHOD: 


Pre-heat the oven to 170°C. 

Mix aii the ingredients, apart from the pastry and 
egg, in a large bowl. 

Season to taste with sait and pepper. 

Roil out the pastry and cut into rounds - I’ve got 
a gadget, but a floured saucer will do the job just 
as well. 

place a small amount of the filling in the centre 
of each round. 

Egg-wash the edges and fold into a half-moon 
shape. 

Crimp, egg-wash and bake for 30 minutes. 


I always partly cook my squirrel first, whilst 
I’m doing something else in the kitchen. It’s no 
trouble to bung a squirrel or a mature rabbit 
into a pan with some potherbs and let it simmer 
as I clean the work surfaces, wash up, or 
prepare veg for an evening meal. If you leave it 
for about half an hour on a low simmer, you’ll 
find the meat easier to remove from the bones, 
and you can freeze it for future recipes; I don’t 
waste anything, if I can help it - especially time. 
Of course, if you do have the time - and 
patience - to take the meat off without heated 
help, then you’re better organised than me, and 
I salute you! ■ 



102 I AIRGUN WORLD | www.airgunshooting.co.uk 








Super Stroke Pumps 



The Super Stroke Pump 
series has the best 
reputation for quality and 
reliability as a precharged 
pneumatic fiW device. 


Amilubk' in Ihc* version 

which a trirtnusl control stap 

switch which reduces the hi^ pressure 
effort by adding another stage to the 
prewe^sH - and the 3-etaga version which 
mo^fimiaes efficiency while minimising 
effort for filling. 


3 'Stag€ Pump 


Both versions feature: 

• Ea^sy^Uvread pressure gauge 

• Dual moisture trap 

• Replaceable particle filter and 
bleed valve 


The easiest, most 
convenient and 
affordable way to 
charge your 
airguns 




Aveiisi^^e thwugf}yQur hesi gun shop. Distributed fa fraefe by ASi 
7^1 0UZ8 BBB5b6 * Em&k info^.as-i-CQ.uk 




We supply post free anywhere in the UK mainland. Purchasers must be over 18. 
Phone today for details. Reserve one now and call into our shop. 


JOHN FORSEY GUNS 

3^ Pmk viGw Road. vyG^lina. Kml DAl B mi 

Pttooe: 020 0922 or 020 8303 5221 

Sif'jDt-od Of I riKiiii A2S7 [ust off jufiE^ilon 2 , wiiy S I'.rn fMf2S and 

Ffvfilty of parking riglit iomlsfdo. Ojwrii Sam-G.^pmi, oIqsihI WocIgi idnd Stiii 

wivwj 0 h lif ors ey. 00 .u k 


NEW WEBLEY 

MK VI .455 



MTC SCOPES 

We are main stockists for 


these excellent scopes 


Mamba 

3-12x44 

(/) 

Mamba 

4-16x50 

UJ 

U 

Mamba 

Lite 3-12x44 

Mamba 

Lite 4-16x44 

0^ 

Taipan 

4-16x50 


Taipan 

6-24x56 

0^ 

Viper 

10x44 


Viper 

3-12x44 

LU 

Viper 

4-16x50 

z 

Viper 

6-24x56 

0 

Viper 

8-32x60 

I 

Viper 

Connect 

0. 

V 





AIR ARMS FTP 900 


NOWIN -5^ 
STOCK 


AIR ARMS Ultimate Sporter 


NOW IN STCKK 


WEIHRAUCH ^ 

HW99S a 

HW57 ^ 

HW95K + Silencer q 

HW80K u- 

HW77K " 

HW97K Q 

HW98 I 

\ HW100 (All Models) ^ 


^BSAGUNS 

Ultra SE Tactical 

Ultra SE Beech “ 

Ultra Se Walnut q 

Scorpion SE Tactical u- 

Scorpion SE Beech ^ 

Scorpion SE Walnut q 

RIO (All models) I 


AIR ARMS 


S200 

S400 

S410 

S510 

S400 

S410 

S510 




Main 

stockist for 

Steyr LG 
no FT 



£ 2 , 199.00 


INSTANT FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS 


DAYSTATE ^ 

AirwolfMCT ^ 

Air Wolf Tactical 

MK4 Sports TH q 

MK4 is Sports u. 

MK4 Target (Panther) ^ 


Air 

Air Ranger Tactical 
Huntsman R 


( GAMO 

<j 

Delta 


Whisper 

g 

Hornet 

u. 

Rocket 

UJ 

Z 

Varmint 

0 

Shadow 




^ , I KEENS TACKLE AND GUNS 

if I 01656 720807 • call for more details 

Tackle & Guns I www.keenstackleandguns.co.uk 

^ I 117/119 Bridgend Road, Aberkenfig, Bridgend CF32 9AP 


PHOTON YUKON 

^ £399 

FEW IN 
STOCK 


NITEMASTER 

NM 800K £159 

NM 800TK £179 

NM 800IR £189 

NM 800IRT £209 

The best on the market! 


CB625 CHRONO 


£49.50 


Only 2 mins from 
June 36 on the M4 
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Get the 
inside story! 

Have you ever wondered 
what goes on at the 
top-level airgun 
manufacturers? 


Check out these and many 
more videos on our website: 

www.airgunshooting.co.uk 


Take yjoar chance behind ihe 
scenes wHh ihe best in ihe business! 


WORLD 

In association with Dsystste 


AIR ARMS 


Let Terry Doe take you behind closed 
doors and show you what puts Daystate 
and Air Arms at the top of their game. 

See the rifles take shape before your eyes, and 
discover what drives these companies forward. 


Fascinating footage, shot on location, with processes 
explained and the unseen uncovered and uncut. 




QT 



THE NEW PROTON FAMILY LEAD-FREE DIABOLD 


fungstfn 




LEAD FREE • HARD-HITTING PELLETS 
* ROCKET MATERIAL * NON<TOXfC 


TOMORROW'S TECHNOIOOV TODAY BY L J CAMMIIL IMERSEYStOO ITO 


UKT: 0044 ( 0 ) 151 604 1788 
M: 0044 ( 0 ) 7768 406377 

E: fireballpel@aol.com 


FRANCE T: 0033 ( 0 ) 3277 45145 
M: 0033 ( 0 ) 6500 74421 

E: fireballpel@aol.com 





FiLL LilMES S. EITTitMtSS 


CUSTOM MAOE t^AffTB 


CUkTAlXSGUBAVAiL/KBLE 


0845 456 1 185 

best-fittings 


FREE UK 
DELIVERY [ 

CFffDf R5 O/rfl f T0 I 





ffame/ (jarfHer^ 


■ Hands Free 

■ Keeps Birds Looking Fine 

■ Takes up to four brace of your hands 

■ Ultimate Shooting Accessory 

■ Shooters-Keepers-Beaters 

■ Also takes Pigeons, Crows & Squirrels 

■ Leather with Brass or Webbing with Aluminium 

■ Perfect Gift 

■ All Hand Made in England 

See full range at 
www.augustuspink.com 
Email: augustuspink@gmail.com 
Order by phone: 01889575016 

Design copyright and patent pending 



PROTON-X 

THE REAL PROVEN ALTERNATIVE ID 12gr & SSgr C02 

PROVIDING YOU WITH THE BEST OF BOTH WORLDS! 


UKT: 0044 ( 0 ) 151 604 1788 

FRANCE T: 0033 ( 0 ) 3277 45145 

M: 0044 ( 0 ) 7768 406377 

M: 0033 ( 0 ) 6500 74421 

E: fireballpel@aol.com 

E: fireballpel@aol.com 



“NIL ILLIGITIMUM CARBORUNDUM” 

G.T.Shooting 




B.S.A, AIR ARMS, WEIHRAUCH, WEBLEY, GROSMAN, GAMO, 
UMAREX, BROCOCK, FEINWERKBAU, REMINGTON, WALTHER 

PLUS SCOPES, PELLETS, TARGETS & ACCESSORIES 


53 Chipstead Valley Road, Coulsdon, Surrey CR5 2RB 

www.gtshooting.wlx.com/gt-shootlng 

020 8660 6843 

OPEN 10.00am to 5.30pm Tues-Sat 
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Shooting Books & DVDs 


A SELECTION OF BOOKS M M BRITAIN'S BIGGESTSEUm AIRGUN MAGAZINE 


AND DVDS FROM 


Mirgun 

V WORLD GUNNER 



sns&ter 



Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts in 
action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some 
sguirrels and rats 



Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts 
in action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some 
pigeons and 
crows 



Total 
Airgun 
Hunting II 
DVD 

See the experts in 
action as they 
once again take 
to the 

countryside to 
bag some rabbits 




Airgun World Buyers Guide 2016 

WITH SO MANY GUNS TO 
CHOOSE FROM, OUR GUIDE 
WILL HELP YOU DECIDE 


The Airgun World Buyers Guide 2016 contains the 
most comprehensive list of airguns available in the 
UK, this booklet will enable you to make an informed 
choice when it comes to buying a new air pistol or 
rifle. Even better, the Buyers Guide includes features 
on how to get the best from your sport and raise 
the standard of your shooting. 


DON'T MISS OUT 
Order your copy today! 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 

W 01189 742524 ^ subscnptionsave.co.uk/shootmg 


PRIORITY ORDER FORM 

S Shooting Books Offer, Archant Ltd, 2-6 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 2EG 


DVDS (+ £ 1 . 50 * p&p) BOOKS (+ £2.oo* p&p) 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II Sguirrels & Rats DVD £15.95 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II Pigeons & Crows DVD £14.45 

□ Total Airgun Hunting II Rabbits DVD £14.95 

□ The Buyers Guide 16 £8.95 


I YOUR DETAILS 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Daytime tel. 




Mobile 




Email 

CHEQUE OR CREDIT CARD 






□ 1 enclose my cheque PO for| £ 



1 made payable to Archant Community Media Ltd 

OR Please charge my Mastercard □ Visa □ 

Maestro □! £ 





Card] 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

no. 

_L 


_L 


_L 



P Issue no!^^^^" 

(Maestro Only) | 


Signature 

(cardholder) 


Card Expiry Date 


*Piease add £2 P&P for UK Deiivery, £5 P&P for deiivery to Europe or £7 to the rest of the world for the Airgun World Buyers 2016. For DVD's please add £1.50 P&P for UK Delivery, £2.50 for Europe or £3.50 for rest of world. Archant Ltd, 
publisher of this magazine, would like to keep you up to date with any special offers or new products/services which might be of interest. Please tick if you DO wish for Archant Ltd to contact you in this way by 

■ email ■ SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive information by ■ post ■ phone. We occasionally pass your details onto carefully selected companies who wish to contact you with information about their products/services, please 
tick if you DO wish to be contacted in this way by ■ email ■ SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive such information by ■ post ■ phone. 





PROUDLY BROUGHT 
TO YOU BY: 




Shotiiter 


Now you can view manufacturers’ and UK distributors’ cataiogues in 
a unique page-turning viewer, with video, web links and much more! 

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 


CATALOGUESW 

STACK UP? ^ 


Visit www.guntradegateway.co.uk - a website 
that showcases all the major manufacturers 
and distributors’ brochures ... 


Locate the company or product you’re after 
by searching, using keywords ... and click! 


View the manufacturer’s catalogue online! Less 
paper, and instant access, with direct links to 
the manufacturer’s website. 


All your shooting needs, from rifles & ammo to gundogs, in one place. 
Compare products and prices from all the major manufacturers. 

GUNTRADEGA TEWA Y 

www.guntradegateway^co.uk 


For more information email Dan Chart: dan.chart@archant.co.uk 
or Sharon Biick: sharon.blick@archant.co.uk 




Clearly Phoenix is larger than Tony 
realises. 


Awwww a nr old scorpion at the shoot. Serious 
inconvenience is never far away in the desert. 


Plenty of action going on over the four days. 


Silencer genius, Andrew Huggett says welcome to the 201 5 Extreme Benchrest 

match in Arizona away from me? Well done, Mr. T, 


I was pacing the floor at home, 
waiting for my nephew, Liam 
Keenan. This was the first time I’d 
ever taken ‘staff’ with me, and now 
I knew why. Two days before 
departure he called to say that his 
transport had broken down and he 
couldn’t fix it in time to get down to 
my place near Heathrow. Great - 
now I remembered why I like to 
travel alone. Well, as they say, ‘it’s 
not what you know, it’s who you 
know’; enter stage left, one good 
friend, Mr Ben Taylor, and if you 
need to ask who this person is, do 
your homework. Ben just 
happened to call into the factory at 
the time that Liam realised he had 
no way of getting down to me - did 
I mention he is over 100 miles 


and thank you for driving Liam 
down to my house, picking me up 
and then taking us both to the 
airport. What a star! Here, we met 
up with another good friend, Mr 
Ross Marshal, the guy from Gilbert 
Distributions, the compressor 
people. 

SOME LIKE IT HOT ... 

Okay, fast forward 5,257 miles and 
ten-plus hours; we cleared 
security, set off to pick up the hire 
car, stepped outside of the 
wonderfully air-conditioned 
terminal building, and ... BAM! 

Oh, the heat! No that’s not right - 1 
didn’t think of it as ‘heat’. I just 
thought, ‘Wow! This is hot’ - hot 
like I’d just walked into a furnace 
and it was something like 6pm, or 


maybe 7pm. I can’t remember 
details like time; I was in the 
process of being cooked alive, it 
was that hot! So I went to pick up 
the prepaid hire car and got 
fleeced for another $300; this was 
America - if there is insurance for 
it, take it! 

As is traditional on the Arizona 
trip, we headed straight from the 
airport to the ‘BBQ’ for all the 
trade/press people, and it was still 
hot, VERY HOT! Now, I’m not 
knocking your traditional, weekend 
UK barbecue, but this was 
something else. I was in heaven! 
There was the best food, and an 
endless supply of water, on ice, 
because it was rather hot there, 
like 30-plus degrees, and the 
moon and stars were out - that’s 
not normal in my world. We left at 


around 10pm; that’s Sam 
according to my body clock! I 
needed to sleep, and fast. 

AIRGUN CENTRAL, USA 

I was up early-ish for breakfast with 
Liam and Tony, did I mention we 
picked up a certain fellow who goes 
by the name of Tony Belas - MD of 
Daystate? Oh well, we did. So off we 
set for the shop of all things airgun, 
the Mecca for airgun gear, Airguns 
of Arizona (AoA) - the guys who host 
this magnificent event. There were 
only a few staff members in 
because the rest were down at the 
range getting it ready for a mass of 
shooters to enjoy. How privileged I 
felt as I made my way past the 
waiting customers to go behind the 
scenes and raid the shelves for 
anything we needed; no, it wasn’t 
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quite like that, but close. 

The guns had arrived safe and 
sound. Mr Belas had sent them a 
few weeks ago from good old 
Blighty, so we had three Daystate 
Pulsars; .177, .22, and .25, and 
one .303 Wolverine. I left Tony to 
fit scopes, and Liam to play on the 
indoor range. Now, to get a seat at 
the indoor shop range is a rare 
thing during the build-up to the 
event. Why? I hear you ask - 
because it’s normally occupied, 
taken over by that FX crew and 
some guy called Ted, who seems 
to have a ‘holdover’ them all! That’s 
a clever pun, by the way, but I 
guess if I have to point it out, it isn’t 
so clever after all. Anyway, I’m 
talking about Ted Bier, absolute 
top chap, owner of a perpetual grin 
and master of Ted’s Holdover, the 
super-successful You Tube 
channel. 


RANGE TIME 

So, it was time to head out to the 
range to get a feel for it and to set 
the guns up in 38 degrees of heat, 
but oh my! What a place! It’s 
almost a mini Bisley, with ranges of 
various lengths all over the 
location. We airgunners had a 
section of the public range set 
aside for practice before the main 
event; you pay your money - $10 
- watch the safety video, and away 
you go. I must say, I have never in 
all my years of shooting come 
across safety on the range like I 
did there. The range officers, all 
three of them, had eyes 
everywhere, you got the feeling 
that if you put one foot wrong 
they’d be on to you and yes, they 
were on to me for putting one foot, 
four inches over a painted line - 
oops! 

Now, I had heard a rumour 


about this place and the wind, and 
it was true, the wind was coming 
from this way and that, and from 
directions it shouldn’t, but I blame 
that on the barbecue. There was 

"A mini Bisley, 
various 

even a mini twister whipping 
across our range, which brought 
out the humorous side of one of 
the range officers when he blamed 
it on us ‘air’ people blowing too 
much - they were human, after all. 

A DIFFERENT BALL GAME 

Anyway, guns sorted by those two, 
off for a late lunch then back to the 
shop, because we’d forgotten to 
register earlier for the shoot, and I 
was glad that we did go back, 
because Robert, the owner, took 
us all to a ball game that night at 


Chase Field, Phoenix. I’d always 
wanted to go to a big ball game to 
watch some rounders, and the 
stadium was -well, this was 
America - it was huge - like proper 


huge! Of course, it was everything I 
wanted it to be, and more. I didn’t 
even have to leave my seat to get 
food or drink; a waitress comes to 
you. Result - and it had to be 
hotdogs, fries and a Bud. The first 
swing we saw and the bat 
shattered. This was going to be 
fun; they throw that ball at 90-plus 
mph, so no wonder the bats break! 

The first day of competitive 
shooting arrived and the three 
amigos were all shooting in the 
field target, and on a day when the 
temperature goes over 40‘'C, if you )) 


with ranges of 
lengths” 














Huggetts aplenty were on stiow. 


In the 105 degree Oeat, we had to resort to pouting water on our heads, because the only 
other cord liquid we had witr us was beer and wasting a perfectiy good beer would be 
alcohol abuse, 


don’t drink a litre of water an hourf. 
without fail, you would be in 
Serious trouble. The AoA staff have 
ttiis covered, though: there are 
cooler boxes full of ice and water 
on every other firing point and 
they're regularly topped up. Luckily 
for the Shooters, all firing points 
have been cleared of cacti. 

There sre two targets per firing 


cards over two days, 25 targets on 
each card, to qualify for the final 
□n the Sunday, which is shot a! 
100 yards. I was going to shoot toe 
.25 Pulsar for this, but lil ot' Tony 
liked it so much that he wanted to 
use it and yes, as you can guess, 
we were shooting in the same 
round. Luckily, toe guys at AoA 
had asked me earlier if I'd shoot 


'V must have had the worst score 
in the history of the shoot" 


point, usually one near and the 
otoer further away, nothing too 
tricky for a competent FT shooter, 
but that's not me. I must have had 
the worst score in the history of the 
shoot; \ could only concentrate on 
gettiTig out of the heat. 

THE MAIM event 

On to the main event ■ the TS-yard 
Extreme Benchrest, You shot two 


their .25 Airwolt, which I did. I 
have to say, your first qualifying 
card, where you're trying to place a 
shot on a sub40p-sized bull at 75 
yards, is not the place to t5y out a 
new gun and try to learn where its 
sweet spot is pressure-wise, whilst 
using pellets straight from a tin, 
Well, that's my excuse, anyway. 
Needless to say, it wasn't a good 
card: 210 out of a possible 250. 


and the next day was even worse 
- 1 only scored a 196. Any thoughts 
of winning, or even placing, were 
very distant memories, but - and a 
big tout' at that -t I wasn't there for 
the winning, although it would 
have been nice, and iLs never a 
thought that's far away. It's the 
pure enjoyment of meeting the 
shooters and soaking up the 
atmosphere that brings me back 
year on ^^r. 

PRACTISE MAKES 
I can say that with confidence, 
because every year I slip further 
and further down the ladder on toe 
results sheet I guess you really 
should try to practise before you 
gat there, rather than just shoot at 
this one event each year! Oh well, 
maybe next year I'lf qualify for toe 
firral, if Tm lucky. They always say 
things happen for a reason, and If 1 
had qualified, 1 wouldn't have had 


time to go and shoot some bigger 
boy’s toy, arid enter the AR15 - 
now that was fun - loud, but fun! 

I'd have got a better score with that 
as well! 

SILHOUETTE SPEED 
SHOOT 

Although I never made toe final, it 
doesn't mean I didn't want to be 
around for the excitement of the 
day. I did slope off at some point to 
fulfil my own selfish needs wtlh 
that AR15, but ! made sure I 
caught all the action on the firing 
point when It mattered. From a 
spectator's point of view, the speed 
silhouette is like watching any 
close-fun, speed-driven sport. The 
name of toe game is simple; you 
have 16 targets to knock down - 
four each at 30, 40, 50 and 60 
yards - and you have to knock 
these over in the shortest time to 
win. There's no loading a magazine 







Clearly Tony was feeling a little nippy! 


Let the games commence. Oh yes, all 
, on full tilt. 




Not a bad combination 
I think. 


beforehand, and no setting out 
individual pellets on the bench so 
you can pick them up easily - they 
must be in a tin, and no semi- 
autos allowed, or shotguns! 

Next time you’re out plinking. 



magazine, rush, rush, rush; the 
other option was to load single-shot 
style, so what’s the best option? 
Well, I’ve seen this event won 
using both methods. You can 
almost feel the tension and 


What happens in Arizona, stays 
in Arizona!” 


give it a go. It’ll be fun, and if you 
can deck them all in one minute, 
you could come out and win the 
$500 prize. One thing you must 
make sure of is that the wind is so 
strong that it actually blows the 
silhouettes over whilst you’re 
waiting to start. That was what 
happened here. They don’t count, 
of course, and the event had to be 
halted a few times before it got 
under way, for that very reason, 
but when it started - oh boy! 

It was all fingers and thumbs for 
those who started by loading a 


frustration of the shooter who spins 
his target through 90 degrees; it 
has to go over and now he has just 
made it a whole lot harder for 
himself, the game’s over at this 
point. Well done to the winner, 
Peykan Beyrami, with a winning 
time of 01:01.23. 

THE GRANDEST OF FINALS 

The final to end all finals was the 
100 yards shoot and a prize of 
$1000. The shooters were at their 
benches; some are fiddling with 
this and that, others are chatting 


away with fellow shooters, whilst 
some just sit quietly, gathering 
their thoughts. You can probably 
guess which calibre won out on 
the day - the .30 took 8 of the top 
10 places, and 6 of these were FX 
guns running smooth-twist barrels. 
Remember that guy at the start, 
Ben Taylor? Well, he’s the inventor 
of these barrels, and should I 
mention that I made the dies that 
form this smooth twist? Well I did, 
and I have, so ner. Enough on that 
already! 

You could see that the shoot 
wasn’t going the way some would 
have liked, by the looks on their 
faces - that look of utter self- 
disgust, or is it disbelief? I know 
which I think it was - disbelief! I’d 
be happy to have hit the card, let 
alone get a shot in the scoring 
rings, and they were using the 
same size targets as they did for 
the 75-yard shoot! 


There was no let-up in the wind 
either, it was howling through the 
range, flags were blowing all over 
the place, but I guess they were all 
in it together. The winner was a 
nice chap by the name of Jon 
Reimers, who shot two qualifying 
cards scoring 226 and 227, and 
his winning score on the day was 
190 from a possible 250. 

There was much more I could 
have spoken about, but you know 
what they say - ‘What happens in 
Arizona stays in Arizona!’ Don’t 
worry, Ted, I’ll delete the photos 
when I’ve stopped laughing, 
although that may be some time! 

I hope that this has given you an 
insight into the event. Now we had 
the dinner and prize-giving to go 
to, not forgetting the amazing raffle 
draw that we’d been waiting for. 
Yee Haa! I won the scope I’d had 
my eye on! Result - I’m coming 
back next year for sure. ■ 
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DEALERS DIRECTORY 



Scotland 


London & 
South East 


North 


Central 


Wales 



Large display of new and second hand 
shotguns, rifles, air weapons, and general shooting accessories. 
Part exchange welcome. Guns bought for cash. 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9-5pm. Closed Wed. 

8 Birdgate, Pickering, North Yorkshire, Y01 8 7AL 
Tel: 01751 476904, Tel/fax: 01751 477773 
Email: info@pickeringairguns.co.uk 
www.pickeringairguns.co.uk 



www.wighillparkguns.co.uk 

Visit one of Britain's best stocked Airgun Shops 
in the heart of the Yorkshire countryside 

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY ON OUR INDOOR RANGE 
Part exchange a specialty 
Wighill Park, NrTadcaster, 

North Yorkshire LS248BW 
Tel: 01937 833757 Fax: 01937 530563 



Stockists ofWeihrauch, Webley, BSA, Norica, Gamo, Hammerli, 
scopes, lamps, pellets and accessories. Airsoft guns stocked, 
crossbows & archery available. Guns serviced and repaired. Airgun 
and cylinder refills to 300 bar. 

4A Atkinsons Buildings, Trimdon Street 
Sunderland, Tyne and Wear SR4 6AH 
Tel: 01915 670147, contact@sunderlandairguns.com 

QS www.sunderlandairguns.com 

TST Mon-Fri 9-5:30 [ Sat 9-4:30 [ Sun 10-3 


a 



Supplying all types of Air Rifles and Pistols. 
PCP/Spring/Gas Ram/C02. 

Optics and Nightvision. 

All associated accessories. Clothing and Footwear. 

Wykeham, Scarborough, Yorkshire, Y013 9QP 
01723 865039 
info@daveyandson.co.uk 



Trackside Guns and Archery Ltd is a retail shop with an indoor 
and outdoor Archery Range and an indoor Airgun shooting range 
based in Lincolnshire. At our shop we sell Airguns, pellets, shot- 
gun cartridges, live rounds and everything you need for Shooting 
Sports. We also stock a large range of Archery Equipment. 

Open Mon 9am - 8pm, Wed 9am - 10pm, 

Tues, Fri, Sat 9am - 5pm. Thursday and Sunday Closed. 

Trackside Guns and Archery Ltd, Station Yard, Station Road, 
North Keisey Moor, Caistor, Lincoinshire LN7 6HD 
Tel: 01652 678895 www.tracksidegunsandarchery.com 
Emaii: tracksidegunsandarchery@gmail.com 



Seiection of air rifles including BSA, Air Arms, Daystate, Cometa, Brocock, 
Webley, Weihrauch, FX, Walther, Edgar and more. 

Rimfire and centre fire rifles, shotguns, ammunition and cartridges available here. 
Open 9:00 AM -5:30 PM Mon-Fri, 

9:00 AM -4:30 PM Sat 

53 Norris Street, Warrington, Cheshire WA2 7RJ 
Tel: 01925 415901 
Email: sales@warringtonguns.com 
Web: www.warringtonguns.com 



470 Oldham Road, Failsworth, Manchester M35 OFH 
Tel: 0161 681 7947 
Web: www.manchesterairguns.com 
Email: info@manchesterairguns.com 

Opening hours: 10 - 5 Mon - Sat. 

Open most bank holidays until 2 

Britain's first Airgun Only Gunshop (since 1977). 
Large stocks of airguns, scopes and pellets. 
Servicing, repairs and re-blueing. 

Free advice with pleasure! 



2F Whitby Road, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral CH65 SAD 

Tel 0151 355 6666 
Email: sales@wirralguns.co.uk 
Website: www.wirralguns.co.uk 

Air rifles. Air pistols & Accessories from all manufacturers. 
Air fills for PCP & Paintball, Air gun repairs. 
Airguns to suit everyone's budget £££. 

Monday - Friday 10am-5pm - Saturday 10am-3pm 
Closed Wednesdays & Sundays 



A Huge Range of Accessories and Clothing 

Open 9:00 AM -5:30 PM Tues -Sat, 

Closed Sundays 

Tony's Camo & Airgun Centre, 
Chesterbank Business Park, River Lane, 
Saltney, Chester CH4 8SL 

Tel: 01 244 681 1 91 Email: tonyscamo@yahoo.co.uk 
www.tonyscamo.co.uk 



www.henrykrank.com 

We stock Air Arms, BSA, Weihrauch, Hatsan, Walther, Gamo, Crosman 
and Umarex air guns both new and second hand. 

Extensive range of antique air guns also in stock. 

Visit our shop at: 100-104 Lowtown, Pudsey, W.Yorkshire, 
LS28 9AYCall us on: 01132569163 or 01 132 565167 
Email us: sales@henrykrank.com 



The Chantreys, Mooredges Road, Thorne, Doncaster DNS 5RY 
Tel: 01405 741706 Fax: 01405 740936 

Extensive range of all leading airguns, 
scopes and accessories. 

Mail order available. 

Open Mon, Wed - Sat 9.00-5.30pm & Sun 10.00-4.00pm 
Late nightsThursday/ Friday. Open Bank Holidays 

Twitter: @MooredgesJnfo Web: www.mooredges.com 


COUNTRY SPORTING 
GUNS 

Cannons Cottage, Punchbowl Lane, Brothertoft, 

Boston, Lincolnshire PE20 3SB 

Tel: 01205 31 1246/ 01205 369470 
Email: stvdxn440@gmail.com 
Web: www.countrysportingguns.co.uk 
Opening hours: Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 

We supply airguns and shooting accessories, stocking all major air rifle brands, 
optics and silencers. Setup and tuning service. We are selected BSA area 
dealers. Sporting rifles and shotguns including ammo. New and secondhand 
rifles and shotguns. SHOOTING RANGE. We buy airguns. This is the home of 
the Grand European 80 Varmint air rifle. 
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To advertise here phone Ryan Coupland: 01189 742525 


T.R. ROBB 

AIRGUN SPECIALIST 


RIFLE SPORTS 


MAY OF LONDON LTD 


MELBOURNE 
TACKLE & GUNS 

316 High Road, South Benfleet, 

Essex SS75HB 

Tel: 01268 752888 

Website: trrobb.com 

Information: www.trrobb.com 

Full range of Air Rifles, Pistols and Telescopic Sights. Tuning 
Servicing Kits. 

Airguns Bought and Sold 

Airguns, Rimfire ammunition and accessories including: 

Scopes, Bi-pods, Lamps, Night Vision, 

Airgun Pellets & much more. 

Scopes by Bushnell, Nikko, Sabre, SMK and Nikon 

Unit 59 Globe Industrial Estate Grays, Essex RM176ST 

01375 658000 
www.riflesports.co.uk 

Air rifle and pistol sales. Gunsmith on-site. Dive cylinders and filling station 
on-site. Indoor range. Vast range of goods and accessories. 

Expert and friendly advice always given. 

We also sell Shotguns, Rifles, Cartridges, Ammunition, 

Cabinets and Clothing. 

0pen:Tues-Fri9.30am-6pm&Sat9.30am-5.30pm 

21-23 CherryTree Rise, Buckhurst Hill, Essex IG9 6EU 

Tel: 0208 504 5946, Fax: 0208 505 6664. 
trueshot@btinternet.com | www.mayoflondon.com 

64 Church Street, Melbourne, Derbyshire 

Tel: 01332 862091 

Large selection of new and second hand Sporting 
Rifles, Shotguns and Air Rifles. 

Outdoor, Waterproof Clothing & Footwear. 

Barbour, Aigle & Seeland stockist. 

Visit our website: www.melbournegun.com 








BORDERS GUNROOM 


RONNIE SUNSHINES 


C&H WESTON 


THE GUN ROOM 
IVYBRIDGE 

New & S/H Air Rifles bought and sold 

Repairs carried out on the premises 

Full range of accessories 

Delivery service available for air weapons 

South of Scotlands largest retailer 
of Shooting and Fly Fishing equipment 

Main St, St Boswells, Melrose, TD6 OAA 

Tel: 01835 822844 

4 Canalside, Northbridge Road, Berkhamsted, 

Herts HP4 1 EG. Tel/Fax: 01442 872829 

Email: infoisronniesunshines.com 

Web: www.ronniesunshlnes.com 

Opening hours: Mon - Sat 9 - 5 

HERTFORDSHIRE'S LEADING AIRGUN SPECIALISTS 

we stock Weihrauch, Daystate, Air Arms, BSA, FX, Webley, SMK, and many mote. Plus a large 
range of C02 pistols, scopes, clothing and a comprehensive stock of airgun accessories. We are 
also a Bushcraft and Survival specialists supplying all the kit you need to survive. Come and 
visit our shop and Try before you buy on our purpose built indoor range 

Or visit our website www.ronniesunshines.com 

12 Fast Street, Brighton, Sussex BN1 1HP 

Tel: 01273 326338 Email: info@chweston.co.uk 

Web: www.chweston.co.uk 

Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9-5.30. Sun & Bank Hoi 1 0.30-4.30 
Established 1819, C&H Weston offer a friendly service. We stock all good brands 
such as Air Arms, BSA, Daystate, Brocock, Weihrauch, Gamo, ASG, Crossman, 
SMK. We stock a massive range of pellets and other shooting accessorises. 
Scopes by Lightstream, Hawke, Nikko, BSA, MTC. PX a pleasure. Second hand 
guns also stocked. 

Credit cards: ^ ^ lUBi^ 

4 Western Road, Devon 

Tel/Fax: 01752 893344 

www.thegunroom.co.uk 

sales@thegunroom.co.uk 

Probably the best selection of Airguns 
in the Southwest 

DAYSTATE, WEIHRAUCH, BSA, AIR ARMS, WEBLEY, LOGUN 

New and Secondhand - Quality Service 








WONDERLAND MODELS 


GREENFIELDS 
AIRGUN CENTRE 


MFC OUTDOOR STORES 


COUNTRYWIDE 

EDINBURGH 

Edinburgh's leading air rifle, air pistol, air gun pellet and 
accessories supplier. 

We are dealers for Air Arms, Anics, BSA, Crosman, Gamo, 
Sportsmarketing, Umarex, Webley and Weihrauch 

www.wonderlandmodels.com Tel: 0131 2296428 

97 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9AN 

Members of the Gun Trade Associatioir 

The Shooting Grounds, Sturry Hill, 

Sturry, Canterbury CT2 ONG 

Stockists of BSA, Webley, Air Arms, Daystate, 

SMK, Hawke, Weihrauch, Gamo and many more. 

Helpful Friendly Advice Always Available 

Tel: 01227 713222 Fax: 01227 710611 

Website: www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 

Email: sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 

Open Tues-Sat 8.30-5.00. Sun 9-1. Closed Mon 
CANTERBURY AIRGUN CLUB ON SITE 

9 Station Road, Hailsham, East Sussex 

Tel: 01323 846883 

New and Secondhand Airguns Bought and Sold, Pneumatic 
Service Centre 

Also spares, repairs, scopes. Soft Air, 

Sling Shots, Decoys, Cartridges, Huge Stocks ofArmy Surplus, Camo 
Clothing & Gortex, Invisible Clothing, Combat Boots, Ammo Boxes, 
Camo Netting plus lots more 

Offers a great selection of new & used air guns. Stockists of 
Weirauch, BSA, Air Arms, Daystate, Gamo, Umarex, SMK and 
Crosman. Gun repair on site. Good selection of scopes on site. 
Bradford Road, Melksham, Wiltshire, SN12 8LQ 

Other stores located in Bearley, Bourton on the Water, Chepstow, 
Chipping Norton, Gloucester, Ledbury, Melton Mowbray, Salisbury 
andThornbury 

Tel: 01225 701473 Email: enquiries@countrywidefarmers.co.uk 

Open Mon-Fri 8.30-6.00. Sat 8.30-5.30. Sun 1 0.00-1 6.00. 


j ' ■ <- 




PARK STREET GUNS 


CHICHESTER ARMOURY 


BROM SPORTS 


FIELD SPORTS EQUIPE 

REGISTERED FIREARM DEALER 

1-2 Park Street Lane, Park Street, 

St. Albans AL2 2NE 

Tel: 01727 872646/872669 

Fax: 01727 875449 

Email: parkstreetguns@talk21.com 

Website: www.gunshot.co.uk 

43 West Street, Chichester, 

Sussex P0191RP 

Tel: 01243 774687 

www.chiarm.co.uk 

Wide choice of air rifles, 
pistols and accessories 

HEREFORD'S AIRGUN SPECIALIST 

A large range of Air guns and accessories available including: Air Arms, BSA, 
Daystate, Webley, Crossman, SMK, Hawke and many more. Also available: air 
cylinder charging, archery, crossbows, soft air, repairs & servicing and much 
more. A family friendly outlet, with help and advice always available. 
Bromyard Sports 66 Widemarsh Street, Hereford HR4 9HG. 

Tel: 01432 344610 
www.bromsports.co.uk 

Email: bromsportshereford@yahoo.co.uk 

Open 9 'till 5 Tuesday to Saturday t 

Bank Holiday Mondays 10am -3pm 0M- ^ 


20a Elwy Street, Rhyl, LL181BP 

Tel; 01 745 353 476 Email: info@fieldsportsequipe.co.uk 
www.fieldsportsequipe.co.uk 

10am-5pm Tuesday to Friday Saturday 10am to 4pm 

Rifles/Pistols, Optics, Ammunition, Firearms, Clothing, 

Gun Cabinets, Quality Knives, Lamps & Torches & 

Archery, Full Service, Spring Rifles, PCP Rifles, 

Air Pistols, Shotguns, Rifles for £35 







THE OXFORD GUN CO 


HENLEY COUNTRY 
SPORTS 


WALKERS , 

OF TROWELL 1 


H DRAGON 

FIELD SPORTS 

J Jericho Farm, Oxford Road, 

1 Oakley, Bucks HP1 8 9RG 

1 Tel: 01844 238308 

1 Wide choice of Air and C02 Rifles and Pistols, Pellets, 
1 Scopes and loads of kit! 

n Mon/Tues/Thur: 10-5 Erl: 10-7 Sat: 9-5.30 

Offering a range of airguns,accessories, pellets and free advice for 
Airgun World readers. Tuesday - Saturday 9am til 5.30pm 
(Closed Sunday/Monday) 

Friar Park Stables, Badgemore, Henley on Thames, 
Oxfordshire, RG94NR 

Tel: 01491 576689 

Fmail: info@henleycountrysports.co.uk 

^ Website: www.henleycountrysports.co.uk 

Nottingham Road, Trowell, 1 

Nottingham NG93PA 

Tel: 0115 930 7798 

Stockists of: Daystate, BSA, Weichrauch, Air Arms, 
Umarex, Hawke. 

Large range of Pellets & Accessories. Fishing Tackle 
& Outdoor Clothing. 


1 WREXHAM 

Full range of air rifles and pistols: 

Webley, Weihrauch, BSA, Crosman, 

Logun, Air Arms, Brocock etc 
- 1 - Scopes, Lamps, Archery 

8 Egerton St, Wrexham town centre 

Tel: 01978 290990 








PORTSMOUTH 

GUN CENTRE 


S.C. FULLER 
SURREY 


JAYNES TACKLE AND 
GUN SHOP 


VALLEY ARMS 

We stock rifles, pistols, shotguns, airguns 
and black powder weapons. 

Keeping the leading brands in stock, the business can accommo- 
date all enquiries from customers and shooters alike. 
Complimenting the vast range of firearms, Portsmouth Gun 
Centre also carries a large amount of accessories, ammunition, 
clothing and miscellaneous shooting equipment. 

Tel: 02392 660 574 

email: sales@portsmouthguncentre.com295 

Fstablished in 1892 we supply a large selection 
of airguns, pellets, optics, clothing 8( shotguns. 

Open Monday-Saturday 8am-5.30pm 

Sunday 1 0am-3.30pm Closed bank holidays 

28 - 30 South Street, Dorking, Surrey, RH4 2HQ 

01 306 882177 enquiries@scfuller.co.uk 
www.scfuller.co.uk 

Friendly Family Run Business in Wellington 

Market Town. New and used air rifles bought 
and sold. We also sell a range of air pistols, 
pellets and accessories. 

Open Monday - Saturday from 9am 

Find us at 41, Market Street, Wellington, 

Telford, Shropshire, TF1 IDT | 01952 257400 

www.jaynesfishingtackle.co.uk 

DENBIGHSHIRE 

Largest selection of new and used guns in North 
Wales. On-site indoor range. On-site workshop. 

Full range of accessories. 90 years of shooting 
experience at your disposal. Part exchange welcome 

Bolero Camp, Park Road, Ruthin, 
Denbighshire LL15 1NB 

Tel:01824 704438 Email: info@valleyarms.co.uk 
Web: www.valleyarms.co.uk 
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COMING SOON 


The 2016 Buyere Guide 



9 6i?/n/M's kcfsr seu/mg mag^w 


ALL THE 
GEAR- LOADS 
OFII^AS} 


YOUR FULL 
UK DIRECTORY 
OF AIR RIFLES Jl 
& PISTOLS M 


L III 

^ j j ^ d'^-ais 

WHAT to do Wrth it www.filrgu 


With eo many guns to 
choose from, our guide 
will help you decide 

The Airgun World Buyers Guide 2016 

contains the most comprehensive list of 
airguns available in the UK, this booklet 
will enable you to make an informed 
choice when it comes to buying a new air 
pistol or rifle. Even better, the Buyers 
Guide includes features on how to get the 
best from your sport and raise the 
standard of your shooting. 


PRE-ORDER YOUR FULL DIRECTORY 
OF GUNe FOR GALE TODAY 

^ www.$ub$criptionsave.co.iik^uide16 


S 0844 8484238 quote CMMBG16A 


Airgun World Buyers Guide, CDS Global, Sovereign Park, 
^ Market Marborough, Leicester, LEI 6 9EF UK 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Tel no. Mobile no. 

Email 


I enclose a cheque made payable to Archant Community Media Ltd 
Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Mastro £8.95 plus P&P 

Name(s) of 
account holder(s) 

Card 

number 


Archant Community Media Ltd would like to keep you up to date with any special offers or new 
products/services which might be of interest. Please tick if you DO wish for Archant Ltd to contact you in 
this way by □ email □ SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive information by n post n phone. 
We occasionally pass your details on to carefully selected companies who wish to contact you with 
information about their products/services, please tick if you DO wish to be contacted in this way by □ 
email □ SMS. Please tick if you would prefer NOT to receive information by □ post □ phone. 


start Expiry 

Date Date 


Signature 


Issue No 
Maestro only 


Date 


Pre-orders will be available to be dispatch from 7 December. Please add £2 P&P for UK delivery or £7 for delivery to the rest of the world 




| ACK PYK E 

OF ENGLAND 






FOR MORE EFFECTIVE HUNTIRG 

URAOY AROtEGAt limit POWER 
IN A CLASSIC ^PORTING FORMAT. 


‘'PROVEN, tEGENOARY RELIABIlilTY 


TOTAL HUNTING 


FQR JUS 




£199 


tNCLUDiNG HIGH QUALITY 3‘9x40 AO CENTERPOINT 
VARIABLE MAGNIFICATION SCOPE AND ONE-PIECE MOUNT 


Distributed to the trade by: 

ASI, Alliance House, Snape. Saxmundham, Suffolk 1P17 1SW 

Tel: 01728 688555 Fax: 01728 688950 
E: info@a-s-i.co.uk 
W: www.a-s-i.co.uk 



CORPORATION 



